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SUNDAY MASS
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❈
MODELS OF CONVERSION

4th Sunday of Lent  Year C 
Divine Office: Week IV  27 March 2022

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. Be 
joyful, all who were in mourning; exult and be 
satisfied at her consoling breast.

FIRST READING: Joshua 5:9, 10-12.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 34.

RESPONSE:
Taste and see that the Lord is good!

1. I will bless the Lord at all times,
 praise of him is always in my mouth.
 In the Lord my soul shall make its boast;
 the humble shall hear and be glad. ℟
2. Glorify the Lord with me;
 together let us praise his name.
 I sought the Lord, and he answered me;
 from all my terrors he set me free. ℟
3. Look towards him and be radiant;
 let your faces not be abashed.
 This lowly one called; the Lord heard,
 and rescued him from all his distress. ℟
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:17-21.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Glory and praise to you, O Christ. I will arise and 
go to my father and I will say to him: Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before you. Glory 
and praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-3, 11-32.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
You must rejoice, my son, for your brother was 
dead and has come to life, he was lost and is 
found.

Dorothy Day

Dorothy Day in 1934

Live the Word 
T H E  W E E K  A H E A D

Mon 28 Mar Liturgy of the Day
Isaiah 65:17-21; Psalm 30; John 4:43-54
“The man believed what Jesus said to him and left." 
The belief expressed here is in reality an example of 
boundless trust. What would our lives be like if we 
could take Jesus at his word?

Sun 3 Apr 5TH SUNDAY IN LENT  

Isaiah 43:16-21; Psalm 126; John 8:1-11
We are so important to God that God desires to be 
together with us in an intimate relationship that will 
grow and never end. Our resurrection is the way God 
brings this about.

Fri 1 Apr  Liturgy of the Day
Wisdom 2:1.12-22; Psalm 34; John 7:1-2.10.25-30
“There is no dichotomy between man and God's 
image. Whoever tortures a human being, whoever 
abuses a human being, whoever outrages a human 
being, abuses God's image.” – St Oscar Romero

Thu 31 Mar Liturgy of the Day   
Exodus 32:7-14; Psalm 106; John 5:31-47
When our hearts are divided among many differ-
ent things, it is difficult to love ourselves and our 
neighbour. But when our hearts are united in God 
alone, we have access to an infinite source of love.

Wed 30 Mar Liturgy of the Day
Isaiah 49:8-15; Psalm 145; John 5:17-30
When we seek "God's will" it means relying upon God 
to help us make good decisions, acknowledging 
that we have been given a heart to love, and a will 
to choose to decide what is best for our lives.

Tue 29 Mar Liturgy of the Day 
Ezekiel 47:1-9.12; Psalm 46; John 5:1-16
Jesus says that sin is far worse than physical illness, 
resulting in the death of one's soul. We do so much 
to protect ourselves from the virus; should we not be 
doing so much more to foster the health of our souls.

Sat 2 Apr  (St Francis of Paola, H)
Jeremiah 11:18-20; Psalm 7; John 7:40-53
Often, as in today's reading, God comes along doing, 
saying and showing all sorts of things that we do not 
expect and may very well dislike. God disturbs our 
order. How else could he bring about a new order?

(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
H=Hermit

Dorothy Day was born in 1897 in New York 
and died in the East Village in 1980. As a 
young adult she trained as a journalist, 

following a rather bohemian lifestyle. She lived 
in a turbulent world, 
turning 21 at the end 
of the First World War 
which marked the start 
of the 1918 Influenza 
Pandemic. She was 32 
at the start of the Great 
Depression. 

Dorothy had a deep 
sense of God’s presence 
from an early age, 
but very little formal 
religious involvement. 
She had a passionate 
sense of justice and 
compassion for those on 
the margins. She was 
an activist, marched 
with the suffragettes, 
worked, read, wrote 
and enjoyed the vibrant 
social life of New York 
in the 1920s.

The story of Dorothy 
D a y ’ s  c o n v e r s i o n 
is remarkable. She 
felt pursued by God 
throughout her life. Her 
pregnancy and the birth of her daughter Tamar 
in 1927 was a turning point. She pondered 
on the deeper meaning of life. Encountering 
the social teachings of the Church drew her 
to Catholicism and she was baptised in 1927. 
In her book, The Long Loneliness, she writes:

I offered up a special prayer, a prayer which 
came with tears and with anguish, that some 
way would open up for me to use what 
talents I possessed for my fellow workers, 
for the poor.
That way would “open up” through a 

providential meeting. In 1932 she was 
reporting on the National Hunger march. On her 
return to New York City, she met an itinerant 
Frenchman and worker scholar called Peter 
Maurin. He introduced her to different ways of 

thinking about how to be in the world with all 
its inequalities. She began to find light in the 
dark margins of life, especially among the poor, 
worker families. Out of this the Catholic Worker 

movement was founded 
in 1933 and remained 
her vocation for over 
forty years. She wrote:

What we would like 
to do is change the 
world – make it a little 
simpler for people 
to feed, clothe, and 
shelter themselves 
as  God in tended 
them to do. And, by 
fighting for better 
conditions, by crying 
out unceasingly for 
the r ights of the 
workers, the poor, 
of the destitute… 
we can, to a certain 
extent, change the 
world; we can work 
for the oasis, the little 
cell of joy and peace 
in a harried world. We 
can throw our pebble 
in the pond and be 
confident that its 
ever-widening circle

will reach around the world. We repeat, there 
is nothing we can do but love, and, dear 
God, please enlarge our hearts to love each 
other, to love our neighbour, to love our 
enemy as our friend. 
Dorothy was always profoundly aware of her 

faults and failings and, through confronting them, 
learned to discover God’s compassion and love. 
In many ways her story of conversion is one of a 
movement from tunnel vision to an opening and 
widening of the eyes of the mind and the heart.

How is Dorothy’s story similar to ours? Does 
our vision need to expand? Do we explore 
the inner meaning of ordinary experiences? 
Do we notice how God pursues us, and how 
God nudges us constantly through various 
encounters and friendships?
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plus delivery

Fr McManus enables us to absorb 
more gratefully the amazing good 
news that ‘God’s mercy is from age 
to age’ (Luke 1: 50). Step by step, 
we will be guided along the road of 
divine mercy, receiving afresh Jesus’ 
revelation of the Father’s mercy, 
in the parable of the Prodigal Son, 
and hearing again St Paul’s personal 
testimony of how he received God’s 
mercy. We experience that very 
same mercy as we open our hearts 
to worship God in our daily prayers 
and as we celebrate the sacraments 
of the Church.
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    St Francis Xavier Catholic Parish 
Father Michael Foley, OMI (Parish Priest) 

C: 072 968 3394 
Deacon Malcolm Wright H: 031 466 4524 
Deacon Carl Emmanuel  C: 082 493 8668 

Patrick Marescia (PPC Chairperson) 
Franklin Ferdinand (Finance Chairperson) 

Hours: Open – see notice on door 

 
Tel:   031 467 0524 

Email:   secretary@stfrancisxavier.org.za                                                    
Website:  www.stfrancisxavier.org.za

 
Guided by the Holy Spirit, we strive, as a 

  Parish, to grow into disciples of Jesus Christ, 
  reaching out in Faith into a wider Community. 
 
Prayer Circle:   
Contact Cay Loader  
031 466 4474 / 078 921 6797 
 
REPOSITORY: Any parishioners willing to serve 
in the Repository after each of the Sunday 
Masses (on a rotational basis), please contact 
the Parish Office. 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR:    
The seriously sick: 
Brian Fuller, Judy Willman, Scarlett Wright, 
Patrick Marx, Andre Herder, Michael Tunley, 
Jerelene Naidoo-Chetty, Andy Hustler, Roma 
Joshua,  Jeannette Nicholson and Devon De 
Jager.  
NB: Please advise the Parish Office if any of 
these names now require removal. 
 

ONLINE MASSES:  The 9.00am Sunday Mass 
will continue to be live-streamed on Facebook for 
the housebound (until further notice).  
 
MASS INTENTIONS: 
Sat    26 Mar  5.00pm         LENT 4                                                                                     
Brianne Frankson’s Special Intentions [Family]    
Michell Byron’s Birthday [Family] 
Michelle Vere’s Birthday [Family]                       
Sun   27 Mar  7.00am          LENT 4                                                                                             
All of the Sick in the Parish [Jacobs Family]   
Basil Thompson’s  Birthday [Family]    
Leia Carpede’s Special Intention [Frankson 
                                                       Family]                   
Sun   27 Mar  9.00am         LENT 4                                                                                                        
Roslyn & Cale’s Special Intention {Family] 
Bronwen Bernon’s Birthday [Bernon Family] 
Kalia MacDonald’s Birthday [Family] 
Mon  28 Mar  8.00am       
Stephanie, Ashley & Kaylum R.I.P. [Tessa & 
                                                           Family] 
Micarla Johns’ Birthday [Paulson Family] 
Tue   29 Mar  5.30pm                    
All Parishioners 
Wed   30  Mar  8:00am   
Kelly Dunn’s Birthday [Dunn Family]  
Luan Kalidin R.I.P. [Emmanuel Family]    
Ricardo Logan R.I.P. [Family]                     
Thu   31 Mar  5.30pm                                     
Zimara Jooman’s Birthday [Family] 
Shirley Dennis R.I.P. [Family] 
Trevor King R.I.P. [Family] 
Fri     01 Apr  8.00am                                                                                                                                          
Simangele Madonda’s Birthday [Family] 
Betty Lister R.I.P. [Betty & Pat] 
Sat    02 Apr  5.00pm         LENT 5                                                                                     
Charles & Jacqueline Anderson’s 62nd  
                                    Wedding Anniversary 
Gino Welcome’s Birthday [Family]                       
Sun   03 Apr  7.00am          LENT 5                                                                                             
Victor Himunchul’s Birthday [Family]   
Sun    03 Apr  9.00am         LENT 5                                                                                                       
Joy Stoffel’s  Birthday [Family]                      
 
 

THIS WEEK’S DIARY:                                     
Week 4 Lenten Appeal Collection envelopes 
will be taken up with the regular Collection at all 
weekend Masses 
Sat    26 Mar  
5.00pm Mass – 2nd Scrutiny Prayers for RCIA 
  2022 Catechumens - (Candidates, Sponsors 
  and Team also to attend where possible) 
Sun    27 Mar  
NO JUNIOR OR SENIOR CATECHISM 
Thu     31 Mar  
9.00am  St Monica’s Parents’ Prayer Group – 
                                                          Church  
7.00pm RCIA/Faith Course 2022 
            Topic: The Lord’s Prayer – Hall 
Fri      01 Apr                                                             
6pm  Stations of the Cross & Exposition of the 
                          Blessed Sacrament  – Church 
Sun    03 Apr  
NO JUNIOR OR SENIOR CATECHISM 
7.00am Mass – 3rd Scrutiny Prayers for RCIA 
  2022 Catechumens - (Candidates, Sponsors 
  and Team also to attend where possible) 
 
NOTICES: 
A WEEK OF GUIDED PRAYER RETREAT FOR 
INDIVIDUALS:  2 – 9 APRIL 2022 at St Francis 
Xavier Parish, Bluff. 
Helping you to deepen your prayer life and 
Relationship with God.   Meet daily with a 
Trained Prayer Guide and Pray daily for 30 
minutes at home. Prayer based on the Bible. 
 
If you are a busy person then this is for you!!!! 
Pick up a leaflet at the back of Church for more 
information. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: In 
preparation for Easter there will be times 
specifically set aside for the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation as well as a Penitential Holy Hour 
with sacramental absolution according to the 
specific norms applicable in such cases. 
The times for personal confession (in the cry 
room) are as follows: Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday 4 to 7th April from 
18h00 to 19h00 as well as Monday, 11th April at 
the same time. 
 
The Penitential Holy Hour will take place on 
Friday evening, 8th April at 18h00 
 
In preparation we are including with this bulletin 
an examination of conscience, based on the 
Beatitudes.       
 
BISHOPS’ LENTEN APPEAL: Those who 
prefer donating via EFT may use the parish bank 
account, and the parish will pay over the funds to 
the Archdiocese at the end of Lent.   
Parish Bank Account details::   
BLUFF CATHOLIC CHURCH,   F N B  Current 
Account No. 50844495917, Branch Code 
250655.    Please only use “LENT” as your 
reference – no names. 
 
DAILY LENTEN REFLECTIONS: Please visit 
the Archdiocese of Durban website 
https://www.catholic-dbn.org.za/ and click on the 
“Written Reflections” or “Audio Reflections” 
button to access each day’s inspirational 
reading, action and reflection during Lent. 
 
PARISH EMAIL ADDRESS FAULTY:  Please 
only use secretary@stfrancisxavier.org.za until 
further notice.  If you have sent any emails to 
sfx@telkomsa.net since 23 February that have 
not been responded to, please resend to the new 
address for attention.  

 

https://www.catholic-dbn.org.za/
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The Beatitudes 

Blessed are the poor in 
spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 

Do I strive - with my time, 
passion, and resources - to 
accumulate more temporal 
goods and honours, instead of 
seeking to obtain true spiritual 
goods? Do I recognize my 
spiritual poverty and humbly 
acknowledge my need to 
continually seek and be filled 
with the Spirit of Christ? 

 

Blessed are those who 
mourn, for they shall be 
comforted. 

Do I sorrow over the sins 
committed by myself and 
others, considering how much 
they offend God and how they 
bring more evil and disorder 
into the world? Do I do 
sufficient penance for my own 
sins, and reparation to God for 
the sins of others? 

Blessed are the meek, for 
they shall inherit the earth. 

Am I obstinate and 
quarrelsome, always trying to 
assert my will over others in 
regard to petty and 
unimportant things? Do I 
strive to overcome evils with 
good, by responding to 
offenses with gentleness and 
a good will, instead of 
retaliating in anger and spite? 

 

Blessed are those who 
hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they 
shall be satisfied. 

Am I trying to become more 
holy by conquering my 
habitual sins and diligently 
practicing acts of virtue? Do I 
love Jesus and strive to do 
His will above all things, 
instead of my own? 

 

Blessed are the merciful, for 
they shall obtain mercy. 

Are my eyes and my heart 
open to the mental, physical, 
or emotional sufferings of 
others? Do I try to relieve their 
pain and misery through 

spiritual and corporal works of 
mercy? 

 

Blessed are the pure in 
heart, for they shall see 
God. 

Do I try to keep my heart, 
mind, and soul untainted by 
the evil influences of this 
fallen world? Do I guard the 
purity of my senses by being 
cautious and discriminatory 
about what I allow myself to 
see, watch, and hear? 

 

Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they shall 
be called sons of God. 

Do I strive to keep my soul in 
the peace of Christ? Do I look 
for ways to bring greater order 
and harmony among persons 
in my family or place of work, 
or do I participate in 
perpetuating discord and 
strife? 

Blessed are those who are 
persecuted for 
righteousness' sake, for 

theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 

Do I count it a joy when I 
suffer wrongs for the sake of 
doing good? Do I offer up my 
trials to God for the salvation 
of souls? 

 

Blessed are you when men 
revile you and persecute 
you and utter all kinds of 
evil against you falsely on 
my account. 

Am I living my Catholic faith 
authentically so that others 
can see that I am a devout 
follower of Jesus Christ? Do I 
avoid living and proclaiming 
the truths taught by His 
Church for fear of being 
disliked, ridiculed, or 
persecuted? 

The word beatitude means  
happiness. We can also read 
this list as "happy are those 
who... ." Only when we are 
living in the light of the 
teachings of Jesus Christ will 
we find true happiness in this 
life and the next. 
 


