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Reflections on Friendship

8th Sunday in Ordinary Time  Year C 
Divine Office: Week IV  27 February 2022

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
The Lord became my protector. He brought me 
out to a place of freedom; he saved me because 
he delighted in me.

FIRST READING: Sirach 27:5-8.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 92.

RESPONSE:
It is good to give thanks to you, O Lord.

1. It is good to give thanks to you, O Lord,
 to make music to your name, O Most High,
 to proclaim your loving mercy in the morning,
 and your truth in the watches of the night. ℟
2. The just will flourish like the palm tree,
 and grow like a Lebanon cedar.
 Planted in the house of the Lord,
 they will flourish in the courts of our God. ℟
3. They will still bear fruit when they are old,
 still full of sap, still green,
 to proclaim that the Lord is upright.
 In him, my rock, there is no wrong. ℟
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:54-58.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia. You will shine as lights in the 
world, holding fast the word of life. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Luke 6:39-45.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
I will sing to the Lord who has been bountiful 
with me, sing psalms to the name of the Lord 
Most High.

The Fruits of Friendship

Best Friends Talking by Slymson Travels 
(Wikipedia Creative Commons)

Live the Word 
T H E  W E E K  A H E A D

Mon 28 Feb Liturgy of the Day
1 Peter 1:3-9; Psalm 111; Mark 10:17-27
Even though friends cannot lift one's physical bur-
dens, just hearing them say that they are with you in 
your struggles and they love you, can be enough to 
remind one of the presence of God in your sorrow.

Sun 6 Mar 1ST SUNDAY IN LENT  

Deuteronomy 26:4-10; Psalm 91; Luke 4:1-13
The Church asks us, entering Lent, to embrace (in some 
fashion) hunger and thirst through fasting. It asks us 
to become vulnerable. But remember, we are not 
alone (as Jesus was). We are on this journey together.

Fri 4 Mar  (St Casimir)
Isaiah 58:1-9; Psalm 51; Matthew 9:14-15
Even as we set ourselves various goals around 
prayer, fasting and almsgiving this Lent, always bear 
in mind that what we do for Lent is far less important 
than why we do it. 

Thu 3 Mar Liturgy of the Day   
Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Psalm 1; Luke 9:22-25
To choose life does not mean living longer or to 
live as we please. The blessing of life calls us to love 
God with grateful hearts and share God's love with 
everyone we meet.

Wed 2 Mar ASH WEDNESDAY
Joel 2:12-18; Psalm 51; Matthew 6:1-6.16-18
The Church reminds us that "right now" is the best 
time to turn back to God; to seek and give forgive-
ness; to renew our commitment to lives of faith, ser-
vice, sacrifice and love. Now is the day of salvation.

Tue 1 Mar Liturgy of the Day 
1 Peter 1:10-16; Psalm 98; Mark 10:28-31
Jesus reminds those who would follow him that the 
cross is never far from view. That is why we need this 
season of self-denial. It is a time to put others first and 
to once more reorient ourselves around God.

Sat 5 Mar  Liturgy of the Day
Isaiah 58:9-14; Psalm 86; Luke 5:27-32
We all, at times, find ourselves straying or becoming 
side-tracked in our following of Jesus. The important 
thing is to learn why we do it, and then resolve to 
return to the One who says to us, "Follow me."

(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
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Order from our website www.rpp.org.za or email orders@rpp.
org.za. Enquiries: 082 667 3857 (Tue-Fri 8.30 am to 1 pm)

Last week’s reflection on friendship was 
inspired by the Golden Rule. Today we get 
another well-known “rule” of Jesus, one 

of his sayings whose wisdom we apply, often 
subconsciously, in 
many circumstances. It 
is this: “You will know 
a tree by its fruit.” And 
as we noticed in the 
gospel, Jesus applies 
this to people: “A good 
person draws what is 
good from the store 
of goodness in their 
heart, a bad person 
from what is bad in 
them.” “By its fruits” 
seems to be a sort of 
litmus test.

This is eminently true 
for friendship. You test 
its worth by the fruits it 
produces. If all that a 
supposed friendship is 
good for, is to feed one 
another’s addiction 
to gossip, or judging 
others, then it is not 
bearing healthy fruit. If 
a friendship is no more 
than getting together 
w i t h  a  “ d r i n k i n g 
buddy”, then it has a 
weak foundation. If a 
friendship feeds only on 
negativity, it is not going to produce anything 
positive. A good friendship produces the good 
fruits of character development, growth in 
virtue, and greater generosity in loving others. 
A good Christian friendship produces the good 
fruit of bringing one another closer to Christ, 
indeed, of reflecting Christ to one another and 
inspiring in one another a deeper commitment 
to following Christ.

This brings us to our closing consideration in 
our series on friendship: friendship with Christ. 
We all know the hymn, “What a friend we have 
in Jesus.” It was written by a son to comfort 
his mother whom he had left behind in Ireland 

when emigrating in the 1850s, that though he 
couldn’t be there with her, Jesus would be.

So, we can say, I do have a friend in 
Jesus. But does Jesus have a friend in 

me? Do I reciprocate his 
friendship? He himself 
says to his disciples: “I no 
longer call you servants, 
because servants do 
not know their master’s 
business. Instead, I 
call you friends.” (John 
15:15). Am I a friend 
to him?

St Alphonsus,  the 
Doctor of Prayer, wrote 
about praying to God as 
“conversing with your 
most intimate a friend”. 
He urges us to take Jesus 
at his word when he 
calls us his friends. This 
means bringing to our 
relationship with Christ 
the best of everything 
in a true friendship, 
the kinds of things we 
have been reflecting on 
in our Link series over 
the past seven Sundays. 
Friendship with Jesus 
is something we grow 
into, a relationship that 
we must nurture and 
develop. St Alphonsus 

encourages us to be absolutely honest with 
Christ. We have nothing to hide. We can talk to 
him about anything. But we also need to listen 
– the “give and take” dynamic we touched on 
last week.

There are two verses in John 15 where Jesus 
calls us friends, the one quoted above, and the 
other one: “You are my friends if you do what 
I command you” (v. 14). 

What Jesus commands is love. Isn’t that 
what it’s all about? Isn’t that what our series 
on friendship has been all about? Love. God is 
Love. Jesus has revealed that love to us in the 
beautiful image of friendship.

R50
plus delivery

The genius of Saint Alphon-
sus lies in his realization that 
all people everywhere are 
seeking intimacy with God. 
He believes that people learn 
to pray by praying. Instead 
of long explanations, you will 
find brief instructions and 
examples of intimate prayer 
with God.
These pages will help you 
open your heart to the Lord 
and pour out your deepest 
cares and concerns, joys and 
sorrows – just as you would 
with your best friend.
This revised edition was pre-
pared by Fr Seán Wales CSsR.
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    St Francis Xavier Catholic Parish 
Father Michael Foley, OMI (Parish Priest) 

C: 072 968 3394 
Deacon Malcolm Wright H: 031 466 4524 
Deacon Carl Emmanuel  C: 082 493 8668 

Patrick Marescia (PPC Chairperson) 
Franklin Ferdinand (Finance Chairperson) 

Hours: Open – see notice on door 

 
Tel:   031 467 0524 

Email:   sfx@telkomsa.net                                                    
Website:  www.stfrancisxavier.org.za

 
Guided by the Holy Spirit, we strive, as a 

  Parish, to grow into disciples of Jesus Christ, 
  reaching out in Faith into a wider Community. 

 

 
Prayer Circle:   
Contact Cay Loader  
031 466 4474 / 078 921 6797 
 
REPOSITORY IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER 
NOTICE:   See notice on door for contact 
numbers for items urgently required. 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR:    
The seriously sick: 
Brian Fuller, Judy Willman, Scarlett Wright, 
Patrick Marx, Andre Herder, Michael Tunley, 
Jerelene Naidoo-Chetty, Andy Hustler, Roma 
Joshua, Jeannette Nicholson and Devon De 
Jager. 
The Repose of the Souls of: Billie Pohl and 
Fr Peter Lafferty CssP 
 
 

 
ONLINE MASSES:  The 9.00am Sunday 
Mass will continue to be available online, live-
streamed on Facebook.  
 
MASS INTENTIONS: 
Sat    26 Feb  5.00pm                                                                                            
The Holy Souls and Deceased Members of 
                                            FOSS [Gaë] 
Antoine Firmin R.I.P. [Family] 
Arthur & Hayley Tarin’s Wedding  
                            Anniversary [Family] 
Sun   27 Feb  7.00am                   
Francis & Sharon Meth’s Wedding  
                           Anniversary [Family] 
Elizabeth Dhunraj’s Birthday [Family] 
Maria Caetano’s Birthday [Family] 
Sun    27 Feb  9.00am                             
Olivia Abrahams’ Birthday [Paulson Family] 
Elizabeth Dhunraj’s Birthday [Julian &  
                                                     Veronica] 
Loretah Noble & Jade Noble’s Birthdays 
Mon   28 Feb  8.00am       
Maria Sissing’s Birthday [Family] 
Pat Vickers’ Birthday [Family] 
Fr Peter Lafferty CssP, R.I.P. [Frankson 
                                                         Family] 
Tue    01 Mar  5.30pm   (Shrove Tuesday)                  
Sr Renate OP, R.I.P. [Dominican Sisters] 
Arthur Tarin’s Birthday [Family] 
Paulson Family’s Special Intention {Frankson 
                                                             Family] 
Wed   02 Mar  6:00am   ASH WEDNESDAY 
All Parishioners 
               8.00am   ASH WEDNESDAY 
Sr Emma OP, R.I.P. [Dominican Sisters] 
                        6.00pm   ASH WEDNESDAY 
Billie Pohl R.I.P. [CWL Bluff] 
Thu   03 Mar  5.30pm                                     
Sr Maria Muth OP, R.I.P. [Dominican Sisters] 
Fri     04 Mar  8.00am                                                                                  
Zayb Jooman’s Birthday [Family] 
 

 
Sat    05 Mar  5.00pm       LENT 1                                                                                     
Deceased Oblates of Mary Immaculate  
                                                    [Fr Mike]                            
Sun   06 Mar  7.00am          LENT 1                                                                                             
Therezinha Martinuzzi R.I.P. [Caetano 
                                                    Family]                          
Sun    06 Mar  9.00am         LENT 1                                                                                                        
Roslyn & Cale’s Special Intention [Family] 
Tristan Ahrens’ Birthday [Lisele King] 
 

NOTICES: 
BLESSED PALMS: Please place the blessed 
palms which you received on Palm/Passion 
Sunday last year, in the box provided. These 
will be used to prepare the Ashes of Ash 
Wednesday at the SHROVE TUESDAY 
SERVICE immediately after the 5.30pm 
Mass on 1 March, next to the hall..  The 
blessed ashes will be used to sign our 
foreheads, reminding us of the purpose of Lent 
as a time of renewal.  
 

The service will be followed by SHROVE 
TUESDAY PANCAKE SALES by the Catholic 
Women’s League @ R10 each. As they will be 
pre-making pancakes FOR ORDERS ONLY, 
the ladies will be at the table outside after all 
the weekend Masses to take your orders.  Any 
orders not collected by 7pm will be sold on.   
Please bring the correct payment if possible.   
 

ASH WEDNESDAY: – The season of Lent 
begins on Ash Wednesday 2 March, a. Day of 
Fast and Abstinence – All Catholics 
(including children) are to abstain from meat 
(also encouraged to do so on all Fridays of 
Lent). Adult Catholics (others are encouraged, 
unless sick), to also limit themselves to one full 
meal, two lighter meals and nothing between 
meals.  Lent is an important season of 
repentance and renewal in preparation for the 
worthy celebration of Easter.  It is a time for 
fervent prayer, fasting and almsgiving. 

 

Following all COVID related protocols we will 
have three liturgical celebrations with blessing 
and distribution of ashes on Ash Wednesday 
itself.  We will have Masses at 6.00, 8.00 and 
18.00.   
 
BISHOPS’ LENTEN APPEAL: Many 
parishioners are still not attending Mass in the 
church due to the COVID restrictions. For 
those who have access to online banking, we 
suggest donating via EFT into the parish bank 
account, and the parish will pay over the funds 
to the Archdiocese at the end of Lent.   
Parish Bank Account details::   
BLUFF CATHOLIC CHURCH,   F N B  
Current Account No. 50844495917, Branch 
Code 250655.    Please only use “LENT” as 
your reference – no names. 
 

A supply of Lenten Appeal Envelopes is 
available. Please take as required and place 
your offering in the regular basket during the 
Collection.  For those who still only attend 
weekday Masses, a special Lenten Appeal 
basket will be available at all weekday 
Masses. 

 

SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT DE PAUL:  Is 
making an appeal to our parishioners for non-
perishables, to assist with the feeding of the 
needy in our area.  There will be a container or 
trolley outside of the church to receive such 
items.    
 

 



+EIGHTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 
●   YEAR C  ●  

 27 FEBRUARY 2022 
DIVINE OFFICE: WEEK IV 
DAILY MASS READINGS: 

YEAR 2 
 
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:  
Psalm 17:19-20 
The Lord became my protector.  He 
brought me out to a place of 
freedom; he saved me because he 
delighted in me.   
 
FIRST READING: 
Sirach 27:4-7 
When a sieve is shaken, the refuse 
remains; so a man’s filth remains in 
his thoughts.  The kiln tests the 
potter’s vessels; so the test of just 
men is in tribulation.  The fruit 
discloses the cultivation of a tree; so 
the expression of a thought 
discloses the cultivation of a man’s 
mind.  Do not praise a man before 
you hear him speak, for this is the 
test of men.    
 
The word of the Lord. 
 

 

PSALM: 
Psalm 103:1-4. 8. 10. 12-13  
R. It is good to give thanks to you,  
    O Lord. 
 
It is good to give thanks to you O 
Lord, 
to make music to your name, O Most 
High,  
to proclaim your loving mercy in the 
morning,  
and your truth in the watches of the 
night. 
   …R  
 
The just will flourish like the palm 
tree,  
and grow like a Lebanon cedar. 
Planted in the house of the Lord, 
they will flourish in the courts of our 
God. 
   …R  
 
They will still bear fruit when they 
are old, 
still full of sap, still green, 
to proclaim that the Lord is upright. 
In him, my rock, there is no wrong. 
   …R  
 
 
SECOND READING: 
1 Corinthians 15:54-58 
Brethren:  When the perishable puts 
on the imperishable, and the mortal 
puts on immortality, then shall come 
to pass the saying that is written: 
“Death is swallowed up in victory.”  
“O death, where is your victory? O 
death, where is your sting?”  The 
sting of death is sin, and the power 

of sin is the law.  But thanks be to 
God, who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 
steadfast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, 
knowing that in the Lord your labour 
is not in vain.   
                                     
The word of the Lord. 
 

 
 

 
ALLELUIA:  
Philippians 2:15-16  
R. Alleluia. 
You will shine as lights in the world, 
holding fast the word of life. 
R. Alleluia. 
 
 
GOSPEL: 
Luke 6:30-45  
At that time: Jesus told his disciples 
a parable: “Can a blind man lead a 
blind man?  Will they not both fall 
into a pit?  A disciple is not above 
his teacher but every one when he is 
fully taught will be like his teacher.  
Why to you see the speck that is in 

your brother’s eye, but do not notice 
the log that is in your own eye?  Or 
how can you say to your brother, 
‘Brother, let me take out the speck 
that is in your eye,’ when you 
yourself do not see the log that is in 
your own eye?  You hypocrite, first 
take the log out of your own eye, 
then you will see clearly to take out 
the speck that is in your brother’s 
eye.  “For no good tree bears bad 
fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear 
good fruit; for each tree is known by 
its own fruit.   For figs are not 
gathered from thorns, nor grapes 
picked from a bramble bush.  The 
good man out of the good treasure 
of his heart produces good, and the 
evil man out of his evil treasure 
produces evil; for out of the 
abundance of the heart his mouth 
speaks.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
 
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON: 
Psalm 12:6   
I will sing to the Lord who has been 
bountiful with me, sing psalms to the 
name of the Lord Most High.  


