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BAPTISM OF THE LORD

Baptism of the Lord  Year C 
Divine Office: Week I  9 January 2022

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
After the Lord was baptised, the heavens were 
opened, and the Spirit descended upon him like 
a dove, and the voice of the Father thundered: 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 104.

RESPONSE:
Bless the Lord, O my soul! O Lord my God,  
how great you are!

1. O Lord my God, how great you are,
 clothed in majesty and honour,
 wrapped in light as with a robe!
 You stretch out the heavens like a tent. ℟
2. On the waters you establish your dwelling.
 You make the clouds your chariot;
 you ride on the wings of the wind.
 You make the winds your messengers,
 flame and fire your servants. ℟
3. How many are your works, O Lord!
 In wisdom you have made them all.
 The earth is full of your creatures.
 Vast and wide is the span of the sea,
 with its creeping things past counting,
 living things great and small. ℟
4. All of these look to you
 to give them their food in due season.
 You give it, they gather it up; 
 you open wide your hand, they are well filled. ℟
5. You hide your face, they are dismayed;
 you take away their breath, they die,
 returning to the dust from which they came.
 You send forth your spirit, and they are created,
 and you renew the face of the earth. ℟
SECOND READING: Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia. John said: He who is coming is 
mightier than I; he will baptise you with the Holy 
Spirit and with fire. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Luke 3:15-16, 21-22.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
Behold the One of whom John said: I have seen 
and testified that this is the Son of God.

Live the Word 
T H E  W E E K  A H E A D

Mon 10 Jan Liturgy of the Day
1 Samuel 1:1-8; Psalm 116; Mark 1:14-20
God is present in all situations of life, not only in the 
good moments. Even when we make mistakes, 
God is there. Invite God, during these moments, to 
bring good out of what you do – even the mistakes.

Sun 16 Jan 2ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  
Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 96; John 2:1-11
Ultimately, our desire for God arises from God's 
own desire for us. We come to prayer for comfort 
and guidance, but ultimately to meet the Lord we 
long for, who sought us first, who is always with us.

Fri 14 Jan  Liturgy of the Day
1 Samuel 8:4-7.10-22; Psalm 89; Mark 2:1-12
We are often certain that God condemns the same 
people we think are unacceptable. In doing this, we 
cannot hear the call to change our own hearts. If we 
are certain we have the truth, we will not be teachable.

Thu 13 Jan (St Hilary, BD)   
1 Samuel 4:1-11; Psalm 44; Mark 1:40-45
To truly listen demands that we stop the inner dia-
logue in our heads, put aside our presumptions and 
allow the person to reveal who he or she really is, 
not just our versions of him or her.

Wed 12 Jan Liturgy of the Day
1 Samuel 3:1-10.19-20; Psalm 40; Mark 1:29-39
Healing is a sign of God's compassionate love. 
God's healing love touches us in different ways. 
We often pray for physical healing, but healing of 
our spirit is just as important – if not more!

Tue 11 Jan Liturgy of the Day  
1 Samuel 1:9-20; 1 Samuel 2:1.4-8; Mark 1:21-28
It is only when words, ideas and connections make 
their way down into the deepest recesses of our 
minds and hearts, can we speak with true author-
ity, like Jesus. 

Sat 15 Jan  Liturgy of the Day
1 Samuel 9:1-4.17-19; 10:1; Psalm 21; Mark 2:13-17
We might never consider ourselves good enough 
or worthy enough. But that doesn't mean we don't 
have the grace to respond, that God's words don't 
have the power to change us for good.

(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
B=Bishop; D=Doctor
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Some wonder that the Baptism of 
the Lord is celebrated so soon after 
Christmas. After all, it is not as if Jesus 

got baptised as a baby at two or three weeks 
old as is a famil iar 
custom in the Church. 
Indeed, there can be no 
comparison. We do not 
keep today’s feast so 
soon after celebrating 
Jesus’ birth as a kind 
of Catholic “boost” for 
infant baptism. Jesus 
was 30 years old at the 
time of his baptism by 
John in the River Jordan, 
a baptism very different 
from what we think 
of with special baby 
garments and candles 
and maybe a family 
gathering afterwards. 
The baptism that Jesus 
received was a baptism 
of repentance.

What? Did you say 
repentance? Jesus? 
Repent?

It is the great mystery 
of our faith, that, as 
Paul writes, “he who 
knew no sin became sin 
so that in him we might 
become the holiness of God” (2 Corinthians 
5:21). This is a verse in Scripture that has 
vexed Christian thinkers throughout history. 
Of course, it’s clear that Paul did not say that 
Jesus became a sinner. The key interpretive 
words are “so that…” In submitting to 
John’s baptism of repentance, Jesus was 
identifying himself with, or better, putting 
himself in solidarity with, sinful humanity – a 
humanity he assumed at his incarnation. The 
incarnation of the Word – the second Person 
of the Trinity – is a fulfilment of God’s plan 
from the beginning of time. Paul describes it 
this way in Philippians: “His state was divine, 
yet he did not cling to his equality with God 
but emptied himself to assume the condition 

of a slave and became as people are…” (2:6-
7). This self-emptying is known as the divine 
“kenosis”.

The Baptism of the Lord in a profound way, 
therefore, represents 
his adult manifestation 
of the same mystery we 
celebrated at Christmas 
when we delighted in 
his birth as a baby 
through Mary.  The 
Baptism of Jesus at age 
30 is his incarnation 
writ large. He is one 
of us. He is truly one 
of us. He plunges, not 
only into the Jordan 
River, but into the river 
of our human folly and 
sinfulness, the polluted 
river of our greed and 
explo i tat ion of  the 
p lanet ,  the  murky 
river of our lies and 
deceptions; and as he 
emerges from it a voice 
is heard from heaven: 
“You are my Son, the 
Beloved; my favour 
rests on you” (Luke 
3:22).

The Feast  of  the 
Baptism of the Lord is 

rightly a feast celebrated in Christmastide. 
It is another feast of the incarnation, the 
“kenosis”, the self-emptying of the Word-
made-flesh. John the Baptist leapt for joy in 
the womb of his mother, Elizabeth, when Mary 
greeted her. John leaps for joy again at the 
Jordan when, as another John writes in his 
Gospel, “He proclaims, this is the one of whom 
I said: he who comes after me ranks before me 
because he existed before me” (John 1:15).

Perhaps after all there isn’t a huge disparity 
between today’s feast and Christian baptism. 
Both celebrate the divine mystery of Christ, 
who humbled himself to share in our humanity 
so that we, by grace, may come to share in 
his divinity.

Christmas Fulfilled

Baptism of the Lord by Grigory Gagarin, c. 1840–1850
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St Francis Xavier Catholic Parish 
Father Michael Foley, OMI (Parish Priest) 

C: 072 968 3394 
Deacon Malcolm Wright H: 031 466 4524 
Deacon Carl Emmanuel  C: 082 493 8668 

Patrick Marescia (PPC Chairperson) 
Franklin Ferdinand (Finance Chairperson) 
Office Hours: Open – see notice on door 

 
Tel:   031 467 0524 

Email:   sfx@telkomsa.net                                                    
Website:  www.stfrancisxavier.org.za

 
Guided by the Holy Spirit, we strive, as a Parish,      

 to grow into disciples of Jesus Christ, 
reaching out in Faith into a wider Community. 

 
 

Prayer Circle:   
Contact Jeannette Nicholson  
031 467 7658 / 083 524 5619 
 
 

REPOSITORY IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER 
NOTICE:   See notice on door for contact numbers for 
items urgently required. 
 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:    
The seriously sick: 
Brian Fuller, Judy Willman, Scarlett Wright, Patrick 
Marx, Andre Herder, Michael Tunley, Jerelene 
Naidoo-Chetty, Lyn Rossell, Dale Smith, Andy 
Hustler, Perry Williams and Roma Joshua. 
 

 
ONLINE MASSES:  The 9.00am Sunday Mass will 
continue to be available online, live-streamed on 
Facebook.    
 
 
 

 

 
MASS INTENTIONS: 
Sat     08 Jan  5.00pm      Baptism of the Lord                                                                                       
Brianne Frankson’s Special Intentions [Granny & 
                                                                  Papa] 
Pauline Hippolyte R.I.P. [Rondean Hippolyte] 
Sun   09 Jan  7.00am       Baptism of the Lord             
All Parishioners 
Sun   09 Jan  9.00am       Baptism of the Lord                     
Albert Frost R.I.P. [Frost Family] 
Mon  10 Jan  8.00am       
Sr Prudence, OP  [Dominican Sisters] 
Micah Johns Birthday [Paulson Family] 
Tue   11 Jan  5.30pm                       
Brian Frankson’s Birthday [Family] 
Leonie Jacobs’ Birthday [Family] 
Wed  12 Jan  8.00am    
Cheryl Van Wyk  R.I.P. [Meth Family] 
Frankie Ferdinand’s Birthday [Ferdinand Family] 
Thu   13 Jan  5.30pm                                     
Sherwyn King’s Birthday [Family] 
Fri     14 Jan  8.00am                                                                                   
All Readers & Altar Servers & their Families, in 
Gratitude for Services Rendered to the Parish  
                                                            [Father Mike] 
Sat    15 Jan  5.00pm                                                                                            
Alfredo Castellani R.I.P.  [Lilly & Betty] 
Rachel Meth’s Birthday [Meth Family] 
Sun    16 Jan  7.00am                   
Fr Mike’s Birthday 
Sun    16 Jan  9.00am                             
Fr Mike’s Birthday [Frankson Family] 
Veronica Marillier’s Birthday [Family] 
Keana Colbeck’s Birthday [Family] 
Claudia MacDonald’s Birthday [Paulson Family] 
 

  
 
 
 

 
NOTICES: 
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 
(RCIA) for 2022: Sessions resume on Tuesday 11th 
January in the Hall, and again on Thursday 13th 
January.  Thereafter sessions continue as normal 
once a week on Thursday evenings. 
 
 
 
FORTHCOMING MARRIAGES: Those who are 
contemplating marriage during the coming year are 
reminded that they need to contact Father Mike for an 
interview before deciding on dates and places for the 
reception.  At least 6 months’ notice should be given. 

 
 
 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS DURING JANUARY 2022: 
Please note that for the month of January 2022 the 
Parish Office will only be open on Wednesdays 
8:30am to 3;30pm, Thursdays from 8am to 12:30pm, 
and Fridays from 8:30am to 3:30pm.  
 
 
 
 
SOUTHERN CROSS MAGAZINES: The January 
2022 issue is available from the back of the church at 
R30 per copy, and a few older issues at R10 per copy 
taken.  No cash change available.  Please place your 
donation into either of the brass collection boxes near 
the wooden crucifix.  Prepaid orders are also 
available from the Office.  
The headlines for the January issue are: 
• Meet the Bishops’ Dream Team  
• The Priest and His Music 
• Why Mary is the Mother of God 
• The Best Gift Ever 
• Celebrating a Missionary Priest 
• After Our New Year’s Resolutions 
• Saint of the Month with Poster: St Francis de Sales 
…plus Trivia Quiz & Puzzles,  
Your Questions Answered, Prayer Corner, History in 
Colour, Inspiring Quotes, Cooking with Saints Recipe, 
and much more… 
 
 
 
 

 
DEDICATED GIVING ENVELOPES FOR 2022:  
Weekly and Monthly Dedication envelopes which 
were not collected from the church or the parish 
office, have now been delivered to the registered 
addresses.  If you have not yet received your 
envelopes, please check your letterbox first, and 
advise the parish office by email or telephone. 
 
 
 

 
 

CATECHISTS:   Any parishioners who may wish to 
volunteer their time as Senior Catechists are 
requested to contact the Senior Catechism Co-
Ordinator Brenda Dunn on 076 410 8625.  
 
JUNIOR & SENIOR CATECHISM:  Registration for 
Junior and Senior Catechism classes will take place 
on SUNDAY 23RD JANUARY 2022. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD  
●   YEAR C  ●  09 JANUARY 2022 

DIVINE OFFICE: WEEK III 
DAILY MASS READINGS:  YEAR 2 

 
 
 
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:  
Matthew 3:16-17 
After the Lord was baptised, the 
heavens opened, and the Spirit 
descended upon him like a dove, and 
the voice of the Father thundered:  This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased. 
 
 
 
FIRST READING: 
Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 
Comfort, comfort my people, says your 
God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and 
cry to her that her warfare is ended, that 
her iniquity is pardoned, that she has 
received from the Lord’s hand double 
for all her sins.  A voice cries: “In the 
wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 
make straight in the desert a highway 
for our God.  Every valley shall be lifted 
up, and every mountain and hill made 
low;  the uneven ground shall become 
level, and the rough places a plain.  And 
the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
and all flesh shall see it together, for the 
mouth of the Lord has spoken.” Get you 
up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of 
good tidings; lift up your voice with 
strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good 
tidings, lift it up, fear not; say to the 
cities of Judah, “Behold your God!”  
Behold, the Lord God comes with might, 
and his arm rules for him; behold, his 
reward is with him, and his recompense 
before him.  He will feed his flock like a 
shepherd, he will gather the lambs in his 

arm, he will carry them into his bosom, 
and gently lead those that are with 
young.    
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
 
PSALM: 
Psalm 104:1-4. 24-25. 27-30  
R. Bless the Lord, O my soul! 
    O Lord my God, how great you are. 
 

O Lord my God,  how great you are, 
clothed in majesty and honour, 
wrapped in light as with a robe! 
You stretch out the heavens like a tent. 
  …R 
 
On the waters you establish your 
dwelling. 
You make the clouds your chariot; 
you ride on the wings of the wind. 
You make the winds your messengers, 
flame and fire your servants. 
   …R  
 
How many are your works, O Lord! 
In wisdom you have made then all. 
The earth is full of your creatures. 
Vast and wide is the span of the sea,  
with its creeping things past counting,  
living things great and small. 
  …R 
 
All of these look to you to give them 
their food in due season. 
You give it, they gather it up; 
you open wide your hand, they are well-
filled. 
   …R 
 
You hide your face, they are dismayed; 
you take away their breath, they die, 
returning to the dust from which they 
came. 

You send forth your spirit, and they are 
created, 
and you renew the face of the earth. 
   …R 
 

 

SECOND READING: 
Titus 2:11-14.  3:4-7 
Beloved: For the grace of God has 
appeared for the salvation of all men, 
training us to renounce irreligion and 
worldly passions, and to live sober, 
upright and godly lives in this world, 
awaiting our blessed hope, the 
appearing of the glory of our great God 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave 
himself for us to redeem us from all 
iniquity and to purify for himself a 
people of his own who are zealous for 
good deeds.  But when the goodness 
and loving mercy of God our Saviour 
appeared, he saved us, not because of 
deeds done by us in righteousness, but 
by the virtue of his own mercy, by the 
washing of regeneration and renewal in 
the Holy Spirit, which he poured out 
upon us richly through Jesus Christ our 
Saviour, so that we might be justified by 
his grace and become heirs in hope of 
eternal life.  
                                      
The word of the Lord. 
 

 
 

ALLELUIA:  
Luke 3:16  
R. Alleluia. 
John said: He who is coming is mightier 
than I; he will baptise you with the Holy 
Spirit and with fire. 
R. Alleluia. 
 
 
 
GOSPEL: 
Luke 3:15-16. 21-22  
At that time:  As the people were in 
expectation, and all men questioned in 
their hearts concerning John, whether 
perhaps he were the Christ, John 
answered them all, “I  baptise you with 
water; but he who is mightier than I is 
coming, the thong of whose sandals I 
am not worthy to untie; he will baptise 
you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. “  
Now when all the people were baptised, 
and when Jesus also had been baptised 
and was praying, the heaven was 
opened, and Holy Spirit descended 
upon him in bodily form, as a dove, and 
a voice came from heaven, “You are my 
beloved Son; withy you in am well 
pleased.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: 
John 1:32. 34    
Behold the One of whom John said: I 
have seen and testified that this is the 
Son of God. 


