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❈
Reflections on Friendship

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  Year C 
Divine Office: Week II  16 January 2022

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
All the earth shall bow down before you, O God, 
and shall sing to you, shall sing to your name, O 
Most High!

FIRST READING: Isaiah 62:1-5.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 96.

RESPONSE:
Tell among all the peoples the wonders of the Lord.

1. O sing a new song to the Lord;
 sing to the Lord, all the earth.
 O sing to the Lord; bless his name. ℟
2. Proclaim his salvation day by day.
 Tell among the nations his glory,
 and his wonders among all the peoples. ℟
3. Give the Lord, you families of peoples,
 give the Lord glory and power;
 give the Lord the glory of his name. ℟
4. Worship the Lord in holy splendour.
 O tremble before him, all the earth.
 Say to the nations, ‘The Lord is king’.
 He will judge the peoples in fairness. ℟
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 12:4-11.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia. God has called us through the 
Gospel, to obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: John 2:1-11.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
You have prepared a table before me, and how 
precious is the chalice that quenches my thirst.

Live the Word 
T H E  W E E K  A H E A D

Mon 17 Jan St Anthony, Ab
1 Samuel 15:16-23; Psalm 50; Mark 2:18-22
During the Covid-19 pandemic we were without 
our Bridegroom. We were forced to fast (from Mass, 
Communion, etc.). Yet we sought and found God, 
and each other, in new and different ways.

Sun 23 Jan 3RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Nehemiah 8:2-6.8-10; Psalm 19; Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21
As Jonah can attest, we cannot ignore, escape 
or run away from the nudges that God sometimes 
sends into our lives. Give a full hearing to God's 
Word, and embrace God's word to you.

Fri 21 Jan  St Agnes, VM
1 Samuel 24:2-20; Psalm 57; Mark 3:13-19
The evil spirit (the name devil = diabolos in Greek) 
is one who promotes division, isolation and discord. 
In contrast, Jesus promotes oneness, peace and 
reconciliation – through love and selfless service.

Thu 20 Jan (Bl. Cyprian M. Tansi, Pr)   
1 Samuel 18:6-9; 19:1-7; Psalm 56; Mark 3:7-12
In today's gospel Jesus makes a contingency plan – 
organising a boat so that the crowd would not crush 
him – and also creates his own form of social distancing! 
Importantly, he understands a need for limitations.

Wed 19 Jan Liturgy of the Day
1 Samuel 17:32-33.37.40-51; Psalm 144; Mark 3:1-6
"When you forgive, some deeper, divine generosity 
takes over. When you can forgive, then you are free. 
When you cannot forgive, you are a prisoner of the 
hurt done to you." – John O'Donohue

Tue 18 Jan Liturgy of the Day  
1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 89; Mark 2:23-28
The act of taking refuge in God, is to vulnerably ask, 
"Can I lean on you, God? Can I take refuge until I 
am confident enough to proceed forward?" Rest 
patiently in the trusted haven of God's compassion.

Sat 22 Jan  (St Vincent, DcM)
2 Samuel 1:1-4.11-12.19.23-27; Psalm 80; Mark 3:20-21
Imagine God's immense joy, especially when we give 
ourselves to the Divine with joy, with expectancy, with 
the faith of children who want nothing more than to be 
seen and held by the One who loves without condition.

(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
Ab=Abbot; Pr=Priest; V=Virgin; M=Martyr; Dc=DeaconBo
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Order from our website www.rpp.org.za or email orders@rpp.
org.za. Enquiries: 082 667 3857 (Tue-Fri 8.30 am to 1 pm)

R50
plus delivery

The genius of  Saint Alphonsus 
lies in his realization that all 
people everywhere are seeking 
intimacy with God. 
He believes that people learn to 
pray by praying. Instead of  long 
explanations, you will find brief  
instructions and examples of  
intimate prayer with God.
These pages will help you open 
your heart to the Lord and pour 
out your deepest cares and con-
cerns, joys and sorrows – just 
as you would with your best 
friend.
This revised edition was pre-
pared by Fr Seán Wales CSsR.

Last year Catholic Link presented a series 
of articles on the encyclical of Pope 
Francis, Fratelli Tutti – Brothers and 

Sisters All, in which one of the key elements of 
the pope’s teaching 
was  on  “ soc i a l 
friendship”. We saw 
this as a relatively 
original concept 
in the Church’s 
approach to the 
social, political and 
economic issues of 
our time.

Be tween  now 
and the season 
of Lent we start 
a  s e v e n - w e e k 
series reflecting on 
friendship in and 
of itself, exploring 
various aspects of 
this human reality. 
Friendship can be 
understood broadly 
in the sense that 
a relationship with 
a spouse, parent, 
child, sibling, or other relation contains 
elements of friendship. Our concern will, of 
course, go beyond the casual acquaintance. A 
“friend” is someone we trust deeply, someone 
with whom we can be honest and is honest 
with us, someone we respect. Each of our 
reflections will be connected to the Gospel 
of the day.

The focus for today is on the value of having 
someone who encourages us to step beyond 
ourselves; to step beyond our comfort zones. 
Occasionally as we go about the business of 
living our lives, transition points will occur; 
periods where some kind of a change is 
happening either through our choosing, or 
because our life circumstances are changing. 
At those times we often need a nudge to 
embrace what is emerging. This is when 
having a companion who knows us well can 
be invaluable; someone we trust, someone we 
know who is fully there for us, someone who 

“has our back”. These are the kinds of people 
we can dare to listen to when they gently nudge 
us to step out and beyond.

Today’s Gospel passage is about the 
wedding at Cana. 
In the story, Jesus 
and his mother 
a r e  a t t e n d i n g 
as  guests .  The 
host runs out of 
wine. Mary turns 
to Jesus, clearly 
expecting him to 
d o  s ome th i ng . 
When he deflects, 
she ignores him, 
goes to the head 
waiter, and tells 
him to do whatever 
Jesus tells him. The 
story of the turning 
of water into wine 
follows – Jesus’ first 
public miracle.

Notice in this 
n a r r a t i v e  h o w 
Mary provides the 
necessary nudge 

to Jesus. Mary’s prompting is perhaps a 
little more forceful than is wise in some 
circumstances. No one likes to be pushed 
into something. Yet it is encouraging to note 
that even Jesus received a nudge. Mary knew 
Jesus better than anyone. She knew what he 
was capable of, and was willing to push him, 
albeit gently, when this was necessary. Jesus 
accepts the nudge – and we have today’s 
Gospel story as a result.

It is only certain very trusted relationships 
that can bear the kind of tension that a nudge 
from someone implies. Perhaps only from those 
whom we know to have our best interests at 
heart can we receive the gentle push as a gift. 
A push into a new space is always risky; the 
results can be unpredictable; failure is always 
a possibility. But that’s what friends are for. 
Indeed, we know a true friend will still show 
up, will still be there for us even if things don’t 
turn out well.

The Necessary Nudge

Wedding at Cana by Giotto di Bondone, 14th C
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St Francis Xavier Catholic Parish 
Father Michael Foley, OMI (Parish Priest) 

C: 072 968 3394 
Deacon Malcolm Wright H: 031 466 4524 
Deacon Carl Emmanuel  C: 082 493 8668 

Patrick Marescia (PPC Chairperson) 
Franklin Ferdinand (Finance Chairperson) 
Office Hours: Open – see notice on door 

 
Tel:   031 467 0524 

Email:   sfx@telkomsa.net                                                    
Website:  www.stfrancisxavier.org.za

 
Guided by the Holy Spirit, we strive,  

 as a Parish,   to grow into disciples of 
 Jesus Christ, reaching out in Faith 

 into a wider Community. 
 

Prayer Circle:   
Contact Jeannette Nicholson  
031 467 7658 / 083 524 5619 
 
REPOSITORY IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER 
NOTICE:   See notice on door for contact 
numbers for items urgently required. 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR:    
The seriously sick: 
Brian Fuller, Judy Willman, Scarlett Wright, 
Patrick Marx, Andre Herder, Michael Tunley, 
Jerelene Naidoo-Chetty, Lyn Rossell, Dale 
Smith, Andy Hustler and Roma Joshua. 
The Repose of the Soul of: 
Alfred Egan 
 

 
ONLINE MASSES:  The 9.00am Sunday 
Mass will continue to be available online, live-
streamed on Facebook.    
 
MASS INTENTIONS: 
Sat    15 Jan  5.00pm                                                                                            
Alfredo Castellani R.I.P.  [Lilly & Betty 
Rachel Meth’s Birthday [Meth Family] 
Harper Goodman’s Birthday [Goodman  
                                                   Family] 
Sun    16 Jan  7.00am                   
Fr Mike’s Birthday 
Sun    16 Jan  9.00am                             
Fr Mike’s Birthday [Frankson Family] 
Veronica Marillier’s Birthday [Family] 
Keana Colbeck’s Birthday [Family] 
Claudia MacDonald’s Birthday [Paulson 
                                                    Family] 
Mon  17 Jan  8.00am       
Sr Eva Angelika, OP R.I.P.  [Dominican  
                                                   Sisters] 
Tue   18 Jan  5.30pm                       
Cale Vibro’s Special Intention 
Wed  19 Jan  8.00am    
All Parishioners 
Thu   20 Jan  5.30pm                                     
Adam Kalidin & Trent Emmanuel’s Birthdays 
                                                       [Family] 
Fri     21 Jan  8.00am                                                                                   
Nelson Hudson’s Special Intention 
Mercy Marasha R.I.P.  [Charles, Jacqueline 
                                              & Andre] 
Charné & Yulin Lloyd’s Thanksgiving for the 
        birth of baby Willow   [Niemack Family] 
Sat    22 Jan  5.00pm                                                                                            
Wayne Emmanuel R.I.P.  [Family] 
Holy Souls in Purgatory 
Sun   23 Jan  7.00am                   
Beatrice Emmanuel R.I.P. [Family] 
Sun    23 Jan  9.00am                             
Lavelle James’ Birthday [Family] 
Veronica Marillier’s Birthday [Family] 

 
NOTICES: 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS DURING 
JANUARY 2022: Please note that for the 
month of January 2022 the Parish Office will 
only be open on Wednesdays 8:30am to 
3;30pm, Thursdays from 8am to 12:30pm, and 
Fridays from 8:30am to 3:30pm.  
 
SOUTHERN CROSS MAGAZINES: The 
January 2022 issue is available from the back 
of the church at R30 per copy, and a few older 
issues at R10 per copy taken.  No cash 
change available.  Please place your donation 
into either of the brass collection boxes near 
the wooden crucifix.  Prepaid orders are also 
available from the Office.  
 
 
JUNIOR & SENIOR CATECHISM:  
Registration for Junior and Senior Catechism 
classes will take place on SUNDAY 23RD 
JANUARY 2022 after the 9am Mass.  There 
will be NO registrations for Grades 1 and 2.    
Registration for Junior Catechism Grades 3 to 
7 will take place in the classrooms, marked 
with each grade.   Registration for Senior 
Catechism Grades 8 to 11 will take place in 
the hall, in the areas marked for each grade.   
 
 
FORTHCOMING MARRIAGES: Those who 
are contemplating marriage during the coming 
year are reminded that they need to contact 
Father Mike for an interview before deciding 
on dates and places for the reception.  At least 
6 months’ notice should be given. 
 
Marriage Preparation Course: The new course 
begins on Tuesday 15 February at 7pm in the 
hall.  The next course will begin about mid-
August.  
 

 
Convalidations: Those whose marriages took 
place outside the Catholic Church (in another 
Christian Church or in court) should contact 
Father Mike for an interview to arrange for the 
Convalidation of the marriage.  This situation 
prevents Catholics from receiving Communion. 
 
Troubled Marriages: Those experiencing 
unsolved problems are invited to contact 
Father Mike for counselling, or to attend a 
Retrouvaille (for hurting couples) Weekend 
(see notice below). 
 
RETROUVAILLE:   
Retrouvaille of Durban is hosting its first 
program of 2022, starting on Friday, January 
28.To register, please contact Peter and Maire 
on 082850050 / 0741347335 or  email 
durbancoordinators@helpourmarriage.org 
 
 
 

 

 
 

“Do whatever he tells you” 
 
 
 

mailto:durbancoordinators@helpourmarriage.org


SECOND SUNDAY OF THE YEAR  
●   YEAR C  ●  16 JANUARY 2022 

DIVINE OFFICE: WEEK IV 
DAILY MASS READINGS:  YEAR 2 
 
 
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:  
Psalm 66:4 
All the earth shall bow down before 
you, O God, and shall sing to you, 
shall sing to your name, O Most 
High! 
 
 
FIRST READING: 
Isaiah 62:1-5 
For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not 
rest until her vindication goes forth 
as brightness, and her salvation as a 
burning torch.  The nations shall see 
your vindication, and all the kings 
your glory; and you shall be called 
by a new name which the mouth of 
the Lord will give.  You shall be a 
crown of beauty in the hand of the 
Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand 
of your God.  You shall no more be 
termed Forsaken, and your land 
shall no more be termed Desolate; 
but you shall be called My delight is 
in her, and your land Married; for the 
Lord delights in you, and your land 
shall be married.  For as a young 
man marries a virgin, so shall your 
sons marry you, and as the 
bridegroom rejoices over the bride, 
so shall your God rejoice over you.    
 
The word of the Lord. 
 

PSALM: 
Psalm 96:1-3. 7-10  
R. Tell among all the peoples  
     the wonders of the Lord. 
 
O sing a new song to the Lord; 
sing to the Lord all the earth. 
O sing to the Lord; bless his name. 
  …R 
 
Proclaim his salvation day by day. 
Tell among the nations his glory, 
and his wonders among all the 
peoples. 
   …R  
 
Give the Lord, you families of 
peoples, 
give the Lord glory and power; 
give the Lord the glory of his name. 
  …R 
 
Worship the Lord in holy splendour. 
O tremble before him, all the earth. 
Say to the nations, “The Lord is 
king.” 
He will judge the peoples in fairness. 
   …R 
 

 

SECOND READING: 
1 Corinthians 12:4-11 
There are varieties of gits, but the 
same Spirit; and there are varieties 
of service, but the same Lord; and 
there are varieties of working, but it 
is the same God who inspires them 
all in every one.   To each is given 
the manifestation of the Spirit for the 
common good.  To one is given 
through the Spirit the utterance of 

wisdom, and to another the 
utterance of knowledge according to 
the same Spirit, to another faith by 
the same Spirit, to another gifts of 
healing by the one Spirit, to another 
the working of miracles, to another 
prophecy, to another the ability to 
distinguish between spirits, to 
another various kinds of tongues, to 
another the interpretation of 
tongues.  All these are inspired by 
one and the same Spirit, who 
apportions to each one individually 
as he wills.  
                                      
The word of the Lord. 
 
ALLELUIA:  
2 Thessalonians 2:14  
R. Alleluia. 
God has called us through the 
Gospel, to obtain the glory of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
R. Alleluia. 
 
 
GOSPEL: 
John 2:1-11  
There was a marriage at Cana in 
Galilee, and the mother of Jesus 
was there; Jesus was also invited to 
the marriage, with his disciples.  
When the wine failed, the mother of 
Jesus said to him, “They have no 
wine.”  And Jesus said to her, “O 
woman, what is it that to you or to 
me?  My hour has not yet come.”  
His mother said to the servants, “Do 
whatever he tells you.”  Now six 
stone jars were standing there, for 
the Jewish rites of purification, each 

holding twenty or thirty gallons.  
Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with 
water.”  And they filled them up to 
the brim.  He said to them, “Now 
draw some out, and take it to the 
steward of the feast.”  So they took 
it.  When the steward of the feast 
tasted the water now become wine, 
and did not know where it came from 
(though the servants who had drawn 
the water knew), the steward of the 
feast called the bridegroom and said 
to him, “Every man serves the good 
wine first; and when men have drunk 
freely, then the poor wine; but you 
have kept the good wine until now.”  
This, the first of his signs, Jesus did 
at Cana in Galilee, and manifested 
his glory; and his disciples believed 
in him. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON: 
Psalm 23:5   
You have prepared a table before 
me; and how precious is the chalice 
that quenches my thirst. 


