
Catholic      inkL

Copyright. Do not reproduce without permission. © Redemptorist Pastoral Publications, P O Box 341, Merrivale, 3291. 
Phone 082 667 3857. Fax 086 545 4381. Email: janet@rpp.org.za. Internet: www.rpp.org.za. 

Redemptorist
Publications
SouthAfrica

SUNDAY MASS

❈

❈
THE “O” ANTIPHONS

3rd Sunday in Advent  Year C 
Divine Office: Week III  12 December 2021

The oldest complete Jesse 
Tree window, in Chartres 

Cathedral, 1145

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. 
Indeed, the Lord is near.

FIRST READING: Zephaniah 3:14-18.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Isaiah 12:2-6.

RESPONSE:
Shout, and sing for joy, for great in your midst is 
the Holy One of Israel.

1. ‘Behold, God is my salvation;
 I will trust, and will not be afraid;
 for the Lord God is my strength and my song,
 and he has become my salvation’.
 With joy you will draw water 
 from the wells of salvation. ℟
2. ‘Give thanks to the Lord,
 call upon his name;
 make known his deeds among the nations,
 proclaim that his name is exalted’. ℟
3. ‘Sing praises to the Lord, 
 for he has done gloriously;
 let this be known in all the earth.
 Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion,
 for great in your midst 
 is the Holy One of Israel’. ℟
SECOND READING: Philippians 4:4-7.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia! The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
me; he has sent me to preach good news to the 
poor. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Luke 3:10-18.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not 
fear. Behold, our God will come, and he will 
save us.

The third “O Antiphon” reads:
O Root of Jesse, come.
This ensign raised for all

to whom the nations pray,
before whom kings keep silent:
to rescue quickly, come. 
The antiphon is inspired by 

Isaiah 11:1,10: “A shoot shall 
come out from the stump of 
Jesse, and a branch shall grow out 
of his roots. On that day the root 
of Jesse shall stand as a signal 
to the peoples; the nations shall 
inquire of him, and his dwelling 
shall be glorious.”

St Paul quotes this in his Letter 
to the Romans: “…as Isaiah says, 
‘The root of Jesse shall come, the 
one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 
in him the Gentiles shall hope’ 
(15:12).”

Readers may be familiar with the 
“Jesse Tree”, placed in a church 
sanctuary during the Advent 
season, in homes, or used in 
catechism classes. Jesse trees are 
an old Christmas tradition, used to 
gradually build up the story of the 
Bible from creation to Christmas. 
Each day during Advent a different 
symbol is added to the Jesse Tree, 
such as a piece of fruit (Garden of 
Eden), a rainbow (Noah and the 
flood), a picture of a burning bush 
(Moses), a lamb (the Passover), 
two stone tablets (the Law) and 
so on into the New Testament, 
with things like carpentry tools 
representing St Joseph, a white lily (traditional 
symbol of Mary) and a rough rag (representing 
John the Baptist’s penitential clothing). In a 
word, a Jesse Tree is a symbol that increasingly 
builds up expectation and longing. The O 
Antiphons serve the same purpose.

But there is something else we need to 
look at, and that is the meaning of “root” and 

“stem”. We’re talking genealogy. 
David was the son of Jesse as we 
know, and Jesus is referred to as 
the “son of David”. Before David, 
and between him and Jesus, are 
all those unpronounceable names 
in the genealogy in Matthew’s 
Gospel. While reading them 
may sound monotonous they 
serve a vital theological purpose. 
They show the extent to which 
Jesus, by becoming human like 
us, identified with all sorts of 
mixed up, immoral and shady 
characters (and, in fairness, 
some good ones too).

Doing family genealogies is 
a popular hobby these days, 
e spec i a l l y  w i th  so  much 
information on the internet. 
Not a few enthusiasts have 
discovered some skeletons in 
the closet. The genealogy of 
Jesus was no exception, but the 
wonderful thing is the hope it 
gives us. It tells us, in effect, 
that nothing is beyond the mercy 
of God and God’s abundant 
redemption. God, in Christ, 
chose to “root” Himself in fallen 
human history. 

The “root” metaphor in turn 
becomes the “shoot” metaphor, 
as a new branch begins. Jesus is 
the new Moses, the new Jesse, 
the new David – in a word, a 
new beginning. As Paul tells us 
in Romans 8:29, we are called 

to be “conformed to the image of Jesus who 
is the firstborn of many brothers and sisters.” 
Yes, we may have embarrassing human family 
trees, but now through baptism we have been 
grafted onto a new shoot.

We call on Jesus our “big brother” to teach 
us how to live by our new family values. O Root 
of Jesse, come!

O Root of Jesse, Come

Special price 

R200 
plus delivery

Featuring 12 Bible concepts chosen 
especially to help each child begin to 
build a spiritual foundation that will 
last a lifetime. The teacher-friendly 
format includes learning activities 
related to familiar pre-school themes, 
and Circle Time ideas for interactive 
prayer and Bible verses. Also included 
are guidelines and tips, resources, 
family outreach ideas, and 18 Teacher 
Training Articles

Perfect for pre-schools, day care, 
home schools and catechism classes.
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Order from our website www.rpp.org.za or email orders@rpp.
org.za. Enquiries: 082 667 3857 (Tue-Fri 8.30 am to 1 pm)

Live the Word 
T H E  W E E K  A H E A D

Mon 13 Dec St Lucy, VM
Numbers 24:2-7.15-17; Psalm 25; Matthew 21:23-27
God's love is extravagant and overflowing. It is 
unconditional and knows no bounds. The God 
of Psalm 25 and the prodigal son says to us: Your 
past sins are not who you are. You are my beloved. 

Sun 19 Dec 4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Micah 5:2-5; Psalm 80; Luke 1:39-45
If the miracle of Jesus’ birth came about in less than 
perfect circumstances and still resulted in human-
kind’s salvation, why should we doubt what good 
can come from our own imperfect circumstances?

Fri 17 Dec  Liturgy of the Day
Genesis 49:2.8-10; Psalm 72; Matthew 1:1-17
Advent helps us to see with new eyes. Where is the 
eye of our heart? Is it limited or expansive? What do 
we hope to see in one another? Try looking for the 
hidden good in another.

Thu 16 Dec Liturgy of the Day   
Isaiah 54:1-10; Psalm 30; Luke 7:24-30
Many have the misguided notion that God plans our 
lives for us. In fact God allows us the freedom to make 
our own choices. God is like a loving parent who 
stands by us in love no matter what path we choose.

Wed 15 Dec Liturgy of the Day
Isaiah 45:6-8.18.21-25; Psalm 85; Luke 7:19-23
“God will bring people and events into our lives, 
and whatever we may think about them, they 
are designed for the evolution of His life in us.” – 
Thomas Keating

Tue 14 Dec St John of the Cross, PrD  
Zephaniah 3:1-2.9-13; Psalm 34; Matthew 21:28-32
When disruptions and the unexpected happen in 
our lives, trust that God will be around. God working 
through the unexpected is at the heart of the gos-
pel… a virgin giving birth, God becoming human.

Sat 18 Dec  Liturgy of the Day
Jeremiah 23:5-8; Psalm 72; Matthew 1:18-24
In these days before Christmas, as we prepare food 
and gifts, send cards and letters or travel, be mindful 
of those who are alone or have a lot less than we do 
and do something positive for them.

(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
V=Virgin; Pr=Priest; D=Doctor
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St Francis Xavier Catholic Parish 
Father Michael Foley, OMI (Parish Priest) 

C: 072 968 3394 
Deacon Malcolm Wright H: 031 466 4524 
Deacon Carl Emmanuel  C: 082 493 8668 

Patrick Marescia (PPC Chairperson) 
Franklin Ferdinand (Finance Chairperson) 
Office Hours: Open – see notice on door 

 
Tel:   031 467 0524 

Email:   sfx@telkomsa.net                                                    
Website:  www.stfrancisxavier.org.za

 
Guided by the Holy Spirit, we strive, as a Parish,      

 to grow into disciples of Jesus Christ, 
reaching out in Faith into a wider Community. 

 

Prayer Circle:   
Contact Jeannette Nicholson  
031 467 7658 / 083 524 5619 
 

REPOSITORY IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER 
NOTICE:  
See notice on door for contact numbers for items 
urgently required. 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:    
The seriously sick: 
Brian Fuller, Judy Willman, Scarlett Wright, Patrick 
Marx, Andre Herder, Michael Tunley, Jerelene 
Naidoo-Chetty, Lyn Rossell, Dale Smith, and Andy 
Hustler  
 

 

 

ONLINE MASSES:  The 9.00am Sunday Mass will 
continue to be available online, live-streamed on 
Facebook.   
 
 
MASS INTENTIONS: 
Sat     11 Dec  5.00pm       ADVENT3 3                
Leia Carpede’s Birthday [Frankson Family] 
Ivan & Quintin Plowman R.I.P. [Sheila] 
Kieran Smith R.I.P. [Frankson & Marillier Families] 
Sun    12 Dec  7.00am        ADVENT 3               
All Parishioners 
Sun    12 Dec  9.00am        ADVENT 3      
Jazmine Vertuin’s Thanksgiving to God for Prayers  
                      Answered [Lorraine & Robbie Hattingh]   
Fr Kevin Callaghan, CssR  R.I.P. [Sr Carol,, OP] 
Pam Riley R.I.P. [Emmanuel Family] 
Mon   13 Dec  8.00am     St Lucy   
Maria Caetano’s Thanksgiving to Santa Lucia 
Family of the Late Keiran Smith [Marillier Family] 
Tue    14 Dec  5.30pm     St John of the Cross             
Kirk Family’s Special Intentions 
Wed   15 Dec  8.00am     
Elizabeth Setebe’s Birthday  
Noeleen Buckley’s Birthday [Family] 
Thu    16 Dec  9.00am                                     
Bernadette Matthys R.I.P. [Family]  
Fri      17 Dec  8.00am                                                                                      
All Souls in Purgatory [Maria Caetano] 
Sat     18 Dec  5.00pm       ADVENT 4                
All Priests &Religious [Thompson Family] 
Sun    19 Dec  7.00am        ADVENT 4               
Trevor Frankson’’s Birthday [Family] 
Sun    19 Dec  9.00am        ADVENT 4      
Alicia Van Kratenburg’s Birthday [Family] 
Andy & Judy Wilman [Frost Family] 
 
 
 

 

CHRISTMAS CHARITY DRIVE:  The Society of St 
Vincent De Paul would like to thank parishioners for 
their continued support.  We kindly request help with 
donations of any non-perishable items to help make 
up Christmas hampers for our families.  They can be 
canned items such as beans, fish, peanut butter, jam, 
toiletries. cleaning agents, etc.. There will be a trolley 
at the back of the church for your kind donations.     
We thank you in anticipation of your generosity. 
 

 
 
 

 

NOTICES: 

BISHOPS’ ADVENT APPEAL: Envelopes are 
available at the back of the church.  Please place 
your offering in the collection basket at any Mass you 
attend, or you may make a donation directly to the 
Archdiocese Advent Appeal using the ZAPPER logo - 

  
Or by logging on the website at -    adventappeal.org 
You may also donate via EFT into the parish bank 
account, and the parish will pay over the funds to the 
Archdiocese at the end of Advent. 
Parish Bank Account details:   
BLUFF CATHOLIC CHURCH,   F N B  Current A/c 
Account No. 50844495917, Branch Code 250655. 
Please only use “ADVENT” as your reference – no 
names. 
 
 
SOUTHERN CROSS MAGAZINES: Older issues are 
still available from the back of the church, and may be 
taken on an honesty basis at R10 per copy taken.  
There is no cash change available.  Please place 
your donation into either of the brass collection boxes 
near the wooden crucifix.   
The December issue is available from the back of the 
church at R30 per copy.   
 
Headlines for the December issue are: 
• The Funny Side of the Church  
• A ‘Letter from Jesus’ 
• The story behind ‘As Shepherds Watched Their  
   Flocks’ 
• Lessons from the Holy Family 
• Pope Francis Behind the Scenes  
• Christmas Around The World 
• Saint of the Month with Poster:  
St Juan Diego and Our Lady of Guadalupe 
…plus The Big Christmas Trivia Quiz & Puzzles,  
Your Questions Answered, Prayer Corner, History in 
Colour, Inspiring Quotes, Cooking with Saints Recipe, 
and much more… 
 
 

 
Advent Family Prayer: 
God of Love, Your son, Jesus, is your greatest gift to 
us.  He is a sign of your love.  Help us walk in that 
love during the weeks of Advent, as we wait and 
prepare for his coming.  We pray in the name of 
Jesus, our Saviour. 
- Author Unknown 
 

Prayers for Lighting the Advent Wreath Candles: 

Third Week of Advent – Candle of JOY –  
Lord God, may we, your people, who look forward to 
the birthday of Christ, experience the joy of salvation, 
and celebrate that feast with love and thanksgiving. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.      Amen.      
 
The third candle symbolizes joy and is called the 
"Shepherd’s Candle." To the shepherd’s great joy, the 
angels announced that Jesus came for humble, 
unimportant people like them, too. In liturgy, the 
colour rose signifies joy. This candle is coloured pink 
to represent joyfulness and rejoicing. 
. 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:  
In preparation for the feast of Christmas it has been 
customary to receive the grace of the sacrament of 
reconciliation. As you are aware anyone who has 
wished to make their confession has been able to do 
so through appointment with Fr Mike. This has been 
taken advantage of by a good number of people over 
these many months of the pandemic. 
Fr Mike will now make himself available at specific 
times in the cry room of the church, where there is 
more space for proper social distancing. These times 
are as follows: 
Saturday 18 December 15.00-16.00 
Monday 20 December 17.30-18.30 
Tuesday 21 December 18.00-19.00 
Thursday 23 December 18.00-19.00 
 

There will also be a communal penitential prayer 
with focus on Divine Mercy with the opportunity to 
receive the grace of the sacrament of reconciliation 
through absolution given within the norms set down 
by holy mother church, which includes for those 
receiving absolution to make a commitment to 
confess personally to a priest any serious (mortal) 
sins within a reasonable time after Christmas. This 
will take place on Wednesday 22 December at 
18.00. 



THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
●   YEAR C   

●  12 DECEMBER 2021 
DIVINE OFFICE: WEEK III 

DAILY MASS READINGS: YEAR I 

 
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:  
Philippians 4:4-5 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again 
I say, rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is 
near. 

 
FIRST READING: 
Zephaniah 3:14-18 
Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; 
shout, O Israel!  Rejoice and exult 
with all your heart, O daughter of 
Jerusalem!  The Lord has taken 
away the judgements against 
you, he has cast out your 
enemies.  The King of Israel, the 
Lord, is in your midst; you shall 
fear evil no more.  On that day it 
shall be said to Jerusalem: “Do 
not fear, O Zion; let not your 
hands grow weak.  The Lord your 
God is in your midst, a warrior 
who gives victory; he will rejoice 
over you with gladness, he will 
renew you in his love; he will exult 

over you with loud singing as on a 
day of festival.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
PSALM: 
Psalm 12:2-6 
R.  Shout, and sing for joy,  
      for great in your midst is  
      the Holy One of Israel.  
 
‘Behold, God is my salvation; 
I will trust, and will not be afraid; 
for the Lord God is my strength 
and my song, 
and he has become my 
salvation.” 
With joy you will draw water from 
the wells of salvation. 
  …R 
 
“Give thanks to the Lord, 
call upon his name; 
make known his deeds among 
the nations, 
proclaim that his name is 
exalted.” 
  …R 
 
“Sing praises to the Lord, 
for he has done gloriously; 
let this be known in all the earth. 
Shout, and sing for joy, O 
inhabitant of Zion, 
for great in your midst is the Holy 
One of Israel.” 
   …R 
 

SECOND READING: 
Philippians 4:4-7 
Brethren: Rejoice in the Lord 
always; again I will say, Rejoice.  
Let all men know your 
forbearance.  The Lord is at hand.  
Have no anxiety about anything, 
but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to 
God.  And the peace of God, 
which passes all understanding, 
will keep your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:   
Luke 4:18 
R. Alleluia. 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; 
he has sent me to preach good 
news to the poor. 
R. Alleluia. 
 
GOSPEL:      
Luke 3:10-18 
At that time: The multitudes 
asked John, “What then shall we 
do?”  And he answered them, “He 
who has two coats, let them 
share with him who has none; 
and he who has food, let him do 
likewise.’ Tax collectors also 
came to be baptised, and said to 
him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” 
And he said to them, “Collect no 
more than is appointed you.” 

Soldiers also asked him. “And we, 
what shall we do?  And he said to 
them, “Rob no one by violence or 
by false accusation, and be 
content with your wages.” As the 
people were in expectation, and 
all men questioned in their hearts 
concerning John, whether 
perhaps he were the Christ, John 
answered them all, “I baptise you 
with water; but he who is mightier 
than I is coming, the thong of 
whose sandals I am not worthy to 
untie; he will baptise you with the 
Holy Spirit and with fire.  His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, to 
clear his threshing floor, and to 
gather the wheat into his granary, 
but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.”  So, with 
many other exhortations, he 
preached good news to the 
people.  
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: 
Isaiah 35:4 
Say to the faint of heart; Be 
strong and do not fear.  Behold, 
our God will come, and he will 
save us. 


