
Catholic      inkL

Copyright. Do not reproduce without permission. © Redemptorist Pastoral Publications, P O Box 341, Merrivale, 3291. 
Phone 082 667 3857. Fax 086 545 4381. Email: janet@rpp.org.za. Internet: www.rpp.org.za. 

Redemptorist
Publications
SouthAfrica

SUNDAY MASS

❈

❈
THE “O” ANTIPHONS

2nd Sunday in Advent  Year C 
Divine Office: Week II  5 December 2021

R50
plus delivery

Bo
ok

s f
ro

m
 R

ed
em

pt
or

ist
 P

as
tor

al 
Pu

bli
ca

tio
ns

Order from our website www.rpp.org.za or email orders@rpp.
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
O people of Zion, behold, the Lord will come to 
save the nations, and the Lord will make the glory 
of his voice heard in the joy of your heart.

FIRST READING: Baruch 5:1-9.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 126.

RESPONSE:
What great deeds the Lord has worked for us! 
Indeed, we were glad.

1. When the Lord brought back the exiles of Sion,
 we thought we were dreaming.
 then was our mouth filled with laughter,
 on our tongues, songs of joy. ℟
2. Then the nations themselves said, 
 ‘What great deeds
 the Lord worked for them!’
 What great deeds the Lord worked for us!
 Indeed, we were glad. ℟
3. Bring back our exiles, O Lord,
 as streams in the south.
 Those who are sowing in tears
 will sing when they reap. ℟
4. They go out, they go out, full of tears,
 bearing seed for the sowing;
 they come back, they come back with a song,
 bearing their sheaves. ℟
SECOND READING: Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia! Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight; all flesh shall see the 
salvation of God. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Luke 3:1-6.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights, and 
behold the joy which comes to you from God.

Catholic Link continues with its 2021 Advent 
theme of the “O Antiphons”, considered 
to be the Church’s oldest Advent prayers 

on record. Last week we reflected on “O come, 
Emmanuel”. Today we 
pray with the antiphon, 

O come, O Wisdom 
from on high, come. 
While reaching end 
to end in sweetness 
ordering all, 
Teach us, O mighty 
Saviour, discerning 
judgment.
God knows (if we 

sometimes don’t) 
how desperately the 
world needs wisdom 
in these days. There is 
a madness to human discourse, a craziness to 
conspiracy theories, a stupidity to many tweets. 
Ideas without factual merit or careful verification 
go viral on social media. And even when we 
do have a reasonable level of knowledge, we 
often don’t have the wisdom to use knowledge 
properly. 

Wisdom is a divine gift. It requires grace 
working with human nature and human 
experience. Think of the legend of Solomon. 
When he became king after David, God asked 
him if he wanted wealth or wisdom. Solomon 
chose wisdom (hence the linguistic expression, 
“You’ll need the wisdom of Solomon for that.”) 
He chose wisdom and prayed for it:

I prayed, and understanding was given me; 
I called upon God, and the spirit of wisdom 
came to me. I preferred her to sceptres and 
thrones, and I accounted wealth as nothing 
in comparison with her. Neither did I liken 
to her any priceless gem because all gold is 
but a little sand in her sight, and silver will be 
accounted as clay before her. I loved her more 
than health and beauty, and I chose to have 
her rather than light, because her radiance 
never ceases. All good things came to me along 
with her, and in her hands uncounted wealth. I 

rejoiced in them all, because wisdom leads 
them; but I did not know that she was their 
mother. I learned without guile, and I impart 
without grudging; I do not hide her wealth, 

for it is an unfailing 
treasure for people; 
those who get wisdom 
obtain friendship with 
God, commended for 
the gifts that come 
f rom instruct ion. 
(Wisdom 7:7-14)

What can we notice 
about this beautiful 
text? The pronouns are 
all feminine. Wisdom 
(“sophia” in Greek, 
“hokmah” in Hebrew) 
is a feminine term. 

Sorry guys! Wisdom is a feminine attribute of 
God at the beginning of creation, as another 
text describes it,

When he established the heavens, 
I was there,
when he established 
the fountains of the deep,
when he assigned to the sea its limit,
when he marked out 
the foundations of the earth, 
then I was beside him, 
and I was daily his delight,
rejoicing in his inhabited world
and delighting in the human race. 
(cf. Proverbs 8:27-31) 
Of course, we are not going to become 

all polemical about wisdom as a feminine 
noun, although there may be some wisdom 
in acknowledging here the special insights of 
mothers and grandmothers. Rather, we want to 
tap into the spirit of this Advent antiphon which 
yearns and begs for the Spirit’s gift of wisdom 
which we so desperately need as we navigate 
our way through the rough seas of swirling ideas 
and information, and the waves of stupidity and 
madness. Without wisdom, we’ll drown. 

O come, O Wisdom from on High!

O Come, O Wisdom
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The lives of saints and other holy 
people show us what ordinary 
human beings, aided by the 
grace of God, have managed to 
accomplish. They give us examples 
of greatness and nobility of spirit. 
This booklet is an anthology of 
lives of some great people and the 
prayers they composed. Written by 
Fr Larry Kaufmann CSsR.

Live the Word 
T H E  W E E K  A H E A D

Mon 6 Dec (St Nicholas, B)
Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 85; Luke 5:17-26
Faith and love of God gives us a deep sense of inner 
safety. God, in the person of Jesus, who suffered and 
died on the cross, can give us the courage to face 
whatever dangers the world may bring our way.

Sun 12 Dec 3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Zephaniah 3:14-18; Isaiah 12:2-6; Luke 3:10-18
Growth in faith is a hard and sometimes painful 
thing for which to wait. It is a slow process… which 
often requires having to stretch ourselves. We 
cannot rush the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives.

Fri 10 Dec  (Our Lady of Loreto)
Isaiah 48:17-19; Psalm 1; Matthew 11:16-19
How well do I know my own heart? We think we know 
ourselves, but often our ideas of what is good for us 
are confused by subliminal desires or selfish urges 
that we keep hidden, even from ourselves.

Thu 9 Dec (St Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin)   
Isaiah 41:13-20; Psalm 145; Matthew 11:11-15
Our Lady of Guadalupe, dressed as a young Mayan 
woman and appearing to St Juan Diego, helped bring 
about the conversion of the New World. She did not 
appear to the high and mighty but to a simple peasant.

Wed 8 Dec IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
Genesis 3:9-15.20; Psalm 98; Luke 1:26-38
God is good. Gods mercy is boundless. Because 
of our share in God's goodness, we have the op-
portunity to one day to be free, like Mary, of the 
ravages of sin.

Tue 7 Dec St Ambrose, BD  
Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 96; Matthew 18:12-14
In our first reading, Isaiah paints for us a vision so 
beautiful, so full, so loving, it puts us right into Beth-
lehem. Although Advent is a time of preparation 
and repentance it is also a time filled with joy.

Sat 11 Dec  (St Damasus I, P)
Sirach 48:1-4.9-11; Psalm 80; Matthew 17:10-13
Often we struggle to discern the right thing to do. 
Sometimes we just need to turn the situation over in 
our hearts… pay attention… pray about it… and ask 
God to open our hearts to his word.

(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
B=Bishop; D=Doctor; P=Pope
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St Francis Xavier Catholic Parish 
Father Michael Foley, OMI (Parish Priest) 

C: 072 968 3394 
Deacon Malcolm Wright H: 031 466 4524 
Deacon Carl Emmanuel  C: 082 493 8668 

Patrick Marescia (PPC Chairperson) 
Franklin Ferdinand (Finance Chairperson) 
Office Hours: Open – see notice on door 

 
Tel:   031 467 0524 

Email:   sfx@telkomsa.net                                                    
Website:  www.stfrancisxavier.org.za

 
Guided by the Holy Spirit, we strive, as a Parish,      

 to grow into disciples of Jesus Christ, 
reaching out in Faith into a wider Community. 

 

Prayer Circle:   
Contact Jeannette Nicholson  
031 467 7658 / 083 524 5619 
 

REPOSITORY IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER 
NOTICE:  
See notice on door for contact numbers for items 
urgently required. 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:    
The seriously sick: 
Brian Fuller, Judy Willman, Scarlett Wright, Patrick 
Marx, Andre Herder, Michael Tunley, Jerelene 
Naidoo-Chetty, Lyn Rossell & Dale Smith.  
 

 
 

 
ONLINE MASSES:  The 9.00am Sunday Mass will 
continue to be available online, live-streamed on 
Facebook.   
 
 

MASS INTENTIONS: 
Sat     04 Dec  5.00pm    ADVENT 2  & ST FRANCIS             
Frankson Family’s Thanksgiving                  XAVIER  
Richard Theron R.I.P. [Family]  
Julian & Veronica Thompson [Dominican Sisters] 
Sun    05 Dec  7.00am   ADVENT 2  & ST FRANCIS             
Elizabeth Setebe’s Special Intention           XAVIER 
Kara Meth’s Thanksgiving [Family] 
Crystal Callaghan’s Special Intentions [Family] 
Sun    05 Dec  9.00am    ADVENT 2  & ST FRANCIS             
Bradley Paulson’s Birthday [Family]             XAVIER 
Jerelene, Jonaz & Jonas Chetty’s Birthdays [Family] 
Maree Harold’s Special Intentions 
Mon   06 Dec  8.00am          
Charles Sissing’s Birthday [Family] 
Tue    07 Dec  5.30pm     ST AMBROSE              
Theresa Himunchul R.I.P. [Family] 
Trevor & Vanessa Frankson’s Wedding Anniversary  
                                                                       [Family] 
Aimee Welcome’s 21st Birthday [Family] 
Wed   08 Dec  8.00am    FEAST OF  IMMACULATE  
                                               CONCEPTION 
Manuel & Lucy De Gouveia R.I.P. [John De Gouveia] 
Gerald & Thelma Lebon R.I.P. [Lorraine & Robbie  
                                                                   Hattangh] 
Thu    09 Dec  5.30pm                                     
Kevin & Dianne Earlam’s Wedding Anniversary  
Fri      10 Dec  8.00am                                                                                      
All Parishioners 
Sat     11 Dec  5.00pm       ADVENT3 3                
Leia Carpede’s  Birthday [Frankson Family] 
Ivan & Quintin Plowman R.I.P. [Sheila] 
Sun    12 Dec  7.00am        ADVENT 3               
All Parishioners 
Sun    12 Dec  9.00am        ADVENT 3      
Jazmine Vertuin’s Thanksgiving to God for Prayers  
                      Answered [Lorraine & Robbie Hattingh]   
Fr Kevin Callaghan, CssR  R.I.P. [Sr Carol,, OP] 
 
 

 

BIBLE DIARIES:  2022 SPRINGS OF CARMEL Bible 
Diaries are available on order from the Pauline 
Bookshop in Durban.  Pease advise the parish office by 
email sfx@telkomsa.net  to order one.@ R110 
 
 

 
NOTICES: 
BISHOPS’ ADVENT APPEAL: Envelopes are available 
at the back of the church.  Please place your offering in 
the collection basket at any Mass you attend, or you may 
make a donation directly to the Archdiocese Advent 
Appeal using the ZAPPER logo - 

  
Or by logging on the website at -    adventappeal.org 
You may also donate via EFT into the parish bank 
account, and the parish will pay over the funds to the 
Archdiocese at the end of Advent. 
Parish Bank Account details:   
BLUFF CATHOLIC CHURCH,   F N B  Current A/c 
Account No. 50844495917, Branch Code 250655. 
Please only use “ADVENT” as your reference – no 
names. 
 
CHRISTMAS CHARITY DRIVE:  The Society of St 
Vincent De Paul would like to thank parishioners for their 
continued support.  We kindly request help with 
donations of any non-perishable items to help make up 
Christmas hampers for our families.  They can be 
canned items such as beans, fish, peanut butter, jam, 
toiletries. cleaning agents, etc.. There will be a trolley at 
the back of the church for your kind donations.     
We thank you in anticipation of your generosity. 
 

SOUTHERN CROSS MAGAZINES: 7 Older issues are 
still available from the back of the church, and may be 
taken on an honesty basis at R10 per copy taken.  There 
is no cash change available.  Please place your donation 
into either of the brass collection boxes near the wooden 
crucifix.   
The December issue is available from the office during 
this coming week, and from the back of the church at 
R30 per copy.   
 

Headlines for the December issue are: 
• The Funny Side of the Church  
• A ‘Letter from Jesus’ 
• The story behind ‘As Shepherds Watched Their  
   Flocks’ 
• Lessons From the Holy Family 
• Pope Francis Behind the Scenes  
• Christmas Around The World 
 

 
• Saint of the Month with Poster:  
St Juan Diego and Our Lady of Guadalupe 
…plus The Big Christmas Trivia Quiz & Puzzles,  
Your Questions Answered, Prayer Corner, History in 
Colour, Inspiring Quotes, Cooking with Saints Recipe, 
and much more… 
 
 

ADVENT WREATH ORDERS: Contact Rhona Buckley 
061 470 6422 
 

Advent Family Prayer: 
God of Love, Your son, Jesus, is your greatest gift to us.  
He is a sign of your love.  Help us walk in that love 
during the weeks of Advent, as we wait and prepare for 
his coming.  We pray in the name of Jesus, our Saviour. 
- Author Unknown 
 
Prayers for Lighting the Advent Wreath Candles: 

Second Week of Advent – Candle of FAITH –  
God of power and mercy open our hearts with 
welcoming faith. Remove the things that hinder us 
from receiving Christ with joy so that we may share 
his wisdom and become one with him when he comes 
in glory, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, forever and ever.      Amen.      
 
The second candle represents faith and is called 
"Bethlehem’s Candle." Micah had foretold that the 
Messiah would be born in Bethlehem, which is also 
the birthplace of King David. The second candle is 
also purple to symbolism preparation for the coming 
king. 
 

DEDICATION PRAYER FOR OUR PARISH FOR 
THE FEAST OF ST FRANCIS XAVIER: 

God our Father, we thank you for establishing your 
church on earth where you bless us with love and 
mercy, through your Word and the Sacraments.     
Give our parish of Saint Francis Xavier, a rich 
measure of your grace, and the willingness to work 
together in love.  In gratitude for your guidance and 
protection, we consecrate to you our parish 
community, through the intercession of Saint 
Francis Xavier.  Guided by the Holy Spirit, may we 
strive to grow into disciples of Jesus Christ, 
reaching out in faith into the wider community.    
Accept this offering of ourselves which we make 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
●   YEAR C   

●  05 DECEMBER 2021 
DIVINE OFFICE: WEEK II 

DAILY MASS READINGS: YEAR I 

 
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:  
Isaiah 30:19-30 
O people of Zion, behold, the Lord 
will come to save to nations, and the 
Lord will make the glory of his voice 
heard in the joy of your heart. 

 
FIRST READING: 
Baruch 5:1-9 
Take off the garment of your sorrow 
and affliction, O Jerusalem, and put 
on for ever the beauty of the glory 
from God.  Put on the robe of 
righteousness from God; put on your 
head the diadem of the glory of the 
Everlasting.  For God will show your 
splendour everywhere under 
heaven.  For your name will for ever 
be called by God, “Peace of 
righteousness and glory of 
godliness.”  Arise, O Jerusalem, 
stand upon the height and look 
towards the east, and see your 
children gathered from west and 
east, at the word of the Holy One, 
rejoicing that God has remembered 
them.  For they went forth from you 

on foot, led away by their enemies; 
but God will bring them back to you, 
carried in glory, as on a royal throne.  
For God has ordered that every high 
mountain and the everlasting hills be 
made low and the valleys filled up, to 
make level ground, so that Israel 
may walk safely in the glory of God.  
The woods and every fragrant tree 
have shaded Israel at God’s 
command.  For God will lead Israel 
with joy, in the light of his glory, with 
the mercy and righteousness that 
come from him. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
 
PSALM: 
Psalm 126:1-6 
R.  What great deeds the Lord has 
worked for us!  Indeed, we were 
glad.  
 

When the Lord brought back the 
exiles from Sion, 
we thought we were dreaming. 
Then was our mouth filled with 
laughter; 
on our tongues, songs of joy.  
  …R 
 

Then the nations themselves said,  
“What great deeds the Lord worked 
for them!” 
What great deeds the Lord worked 
for us! 
Indeed, we were glad. 
  …R 
 

Bring back our exiles, O Lord, 
as streams in the south. 
Those who are sowing in tears 
will sing when they reap. 
   …R 

They go out, they go out, full of 
tears, 
bearing seed for the sowing; 
they come back, they come back 
with a song, 
bearing their sheaves. 
  …R 
 
SECOND READING: 
Philippians 1:4-6. 8-11 
Brethren: Always in every prayer of 
mine for you all I make my prayer 
with joy, thankful for your partnership 
in the Gospel from the first day until 
now.  And I am sure that he who 
began a good work in you will bring 
it to completion at the day of Jesus 
Christ.  For God is my witness, how I 
yearn for you all with the affection of 
Christ Jesus.  And it is my prayer 
that your love may abound more and 
more, with knowledge and all 
discernment, so that you may 
approve what is excellent, and may 
be pure and blameless for the day of 
Christ, filled with the fruits of 
righteousness which come through 
Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise 
of God. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:   
Luke 3:4-6 
R. Alleluia. 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make 
his paths straight; all flesh shall see 
the salvation of God. 
R. Alleluia. 
 

GOSPEL:      
Luke 3:1-6 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of 
Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate 
being the governor of Judea, and 
Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and 
his brother Philip tetrarch of the 
region Ituraea and Trachonitis, and 
Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, in the 
high priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas, the word of God came to 
John the son of Zechariah in the 
wilderness; and he went into all the 
region about the Jordan, preaching a 
baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins.  As it is written in 
the book of the words of Isaiah the 
prophet, “The voice of one crying in 
the wilderness: Prepare the way of 
the Lord, make his paths straight.  
Every valley shall be filled, and 
every mountain and hill shall be 
brought low, and the crooked shall 
be made straight, and the rough 
ways shall be made smooth; and all 
flesh shall see the salvation of God.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: 
Baruch 5:5. 4:36 
Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the 
heights, and behold the joy which 
comes to you from God. 
 


