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SUNDAY MASS
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
Forsake me not, O Lord, my God; be not far from 
me! Make haste and come to my help. O Lord, 
my strong salvation!

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 6:2-6.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 18.

RESPONSE:
I love you, Lord, my strength.

1. I love you, Lord, my strength;
 O Lord, my rock, my fortress, my saviour. ℟
2. My God, my rock where I take refuge;
 my shield, my saving strength, my stronghold.
 I cry out, ‘Praised be the Lord!’
 and see, I am saved from my foes. ℟
3. The Lord lives, and blest be my Rock!
 May the God of my salvation be exalted.
 The Lord gives great victories to his king,
 and shows merciful love for his anointed. ℟
SECOND READING: Hebrews 7:23-28.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia! If a man loves me, he will keep 
my word, says the Lord; and my Father will love 
him, and we will come to him. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Mark 12:28-34.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
You will show me the path of life, the fullness of 
joy in your presence, O Lord.

❈

❈
BROTHERS AND SISTERS ALL

31st Sunday in Ordinary Time  Year B 
Divine Office: Week III  31 October 2021

Christian Identity
As Catholic Link stated last week, Pope 

Francis reaches out to people of other 
faiths in his quest to promote human 

solidarity and friendship – “brothers and 
sisters all”. His own 
collaboration with the 
Imam of the Mosque 
in Cairo is testimony 
to that. This is not 
mere whim. Francis 
implements the vision 
of Vatican II: “The 
Church esteems the 
ways in which God 
works in other religions 
and rejects nothing of 
what is true and holy in 
these religions. Their 
manner of l i fe and 
conduct often reflect a 
ray of that truth which 
enl ightens al l  men 
and women” (Nostra 
Aetate 2).

However, this does 
not mean watering 
down Christian faith. Drawing on the wisdom 
of his predecessors Pope St Paul VI and 
Pope St John Paul II, as well as his living 
predecessor Pope Benedict XVI, Francis adds 
the important proviso which needs to be 
quoted in full:

Yet we Christians are very much aware 
that if the music of the Gospel ceases to 
resonate in our very being, we will lose the 
joy born of compassion, the tender love 
born of trust, the capacity for reconciliation 
that has its source in our knowledge that 
we have been forgiven and sent forth. If the 
music of the Gospel ceases to sound in our 
homes, our public squares, our workplaces, 
our political and financial life, then we will no 
longer hear the strains that challenge us to 
defend the dignity of every man and woman. 
Others drink from other sources. For us, the 
wellspring of human dignity and fraternity is 
in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
After Jesus Christ, Christians give a special 

place to Mary. This is not mere pious devotion. 

The New Testament testifies to her role in 
the new dispensation for all of humanity. 
As Pope Francis says, ‘Having received this 
universal motherhood at the foot of the 

cross (cf. John 19:26), 
she cares not only for 
Jesus but also for “the 
rest of her children” 
(cf. Revelation 12:17).’ 
In the power of the 
risen Lord, she wants 
to give birth to a new 
world, where all of 
us are brothers and 
sisters, where there 
is room for all those 
whom our societies 
d i s c a r d ,  w h e r e 
justice and peace are 
resplendent.

Concluding his re-
af f i rmat ion of  our 
Chr i s t i an  ident i ty 
and the unique gifts 
Christians bring to 
the table of dialogue, 

Pope Francis humbly yet frankly addresses 
the question of the minority status of 
Christians in some countries. He makes a 
simple request: 

We ask that, in those countries where we 
are a minority, we be guaranteed freedom, 
even as we ourselves promote that freedom 
for non-Christians in places where they are 
a minority. 
Clearly Pope Francis is (as always) drawing 

on a core teaching of Vatican Council II which 
declared the principle of religious freedom 
for believers of all religions as a fundamental 
human right. This must not be forgotten in 
the quest for fraternity, reconciliation and 
peace. Freedom of religion is fundamental 
not peripheral, because it goes to the heart 
of the inviolable conscience of every human 
being. Only within that freedom can we 
build harmony and understanding between 
different cultures and religions – which in 
turn leads us to affirm that we are “brothers 
and sisters all”.

Live the Word 
T H E  W E E K  A H E A D

Mon 1 Nov Liturgy of the Day
Romans 11:29-36; Psalm 69; Luke 14:12-14
It isn't our perceived comfort or the accumulation of 
possessions that determines our well-being, but our lens 
through which we view the world. You can choose scar-
city, or you can choose abundance, gratitude and love.

Sun 7 Nov ALL SAINTS
Revelations 7:2-4.9-14; Psalm 24; Matthew 5:1-12
Write for yourself a list of people you have known per-
sonally, who have died after living holy and inspiring 
lives of faith in Jesus. Celebrate those ones who have 
inspired you to live a better life.

Fri 5 Nov  Liturgy of the Day 
Romans 15:14-21; Psalm 98; Luke 16:1-8
“The beginning of love is to let those we love be 
perfectly themselves, and not to twist them to fit our 
own image. Otherwise we love only the reflection of 
ourselves we find in them.” (Thomas Merton)

Thu 4 Nov St Charles Borromeo, B   
Romans 14:7-12; Psalm 27; Luke 15:1-10
When we refuse to let go of an old hurt or avoid re-
penting of a wrongdoing, read Jesus’ story of losing 
and finding – and God’s resultant joy – to nudge us to 
give God another reason to rejoice.

Wed 3 Nov (St Martin de Porres, R)
Romans 13:8-10; Psalm 112; Luke 14:25-33
Allowing someone to know you in a profound way – to 
know what hurts you and what causes your heart to 
ache – requires much courage and trust. God desires 
to know us in this intimately.

Tue 2 Nov ALL SOULS  
Job 19:1,23-27; Psalm 23; Matthew 5:1-12
We weep for our dead, and pray for them today 
(and every day), claiming with them God’s power 
to overcome death. God takes us through the val-
ley of the shadow of death – through, and beyond.

Sat 6 Nov  All Saints of Africa
Sirach 44:1.10-15; Psalm 15; Luke 6:27-38
As we celebrate all the holy women and men of 
Africa, we remember our own Blessed Benedict 
Daswa. Ask his intercession today for a special 
intention close to your heart.

(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
R=Religious; B=Bishop
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St Francis Xavier Catholic Parish 
Father Michael Foley, OMI (Parish Priest) 

C: 072 968 3394 
Deacon Malcolm Wright H: 031 466 4524 
Deacon Carl Emmanuel  C: 082 493 8668 

Patrick Marescia (PPC Chairperson) 
Franklin Ferdinand (Finance Chairperson) 
Office Hours: Open – see notice on door 

 
Tel:   031 467 0524 or 031 467 3854  

Email:   sfx@telkomsa.net                                                    
Website:  www.stfrancisxavier.org.za

 
Guided by the Holy Spirit, we strive, as a Parish,      

 to grow into disciples of Jesus Christ, 
reaching out in Faith into a wider Community. 

 

Prayer Circle:   
Contact Jeannette Nicholson  
031 467 7658 / 083 524 5619 
 

REPOSITORY IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER 
NOTICE:  
See notice on door for contact numbers for items 
urgently required. 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:    
The seriously sick: 
Anthony Norris, Brian Fuller, Judy Willman, Scarlett 
Wright, Patrick Marx, Andre Herder, Michael Tunley, 
Jerelene Naidoo-Chetty,  Lyn Rossell & Dale Smith.  

 

 

 

MASS ATTENDANCE: Even though the change of 
the national response to Covid pandemic is now down 
to Level One, the daily public Mass limited attendance 
will remain 125 persons in our parish, so as to assure 
proper social distancing. 
 

ONLINE MASSES:  The 9.00am Sunday Mass will 
continue to be available online, live-streamed on 
Facebook.   
 
 

 

MASS INTENTIONS: 
Sat     30 Oct 5.00pm     
Ivan & Quintin Plowman R.I.P.  [Sheila] 
Carmel & Gerrard Thompson R.I.P. [Pottier Family] 
Garreth Knibbs & Brendan Dunn’s Birthdays [Family] 
Sun    31 Oct  7.00am    
Erica Meyer’s Birthday [Family] 
Estelle Firmin’s Birthday [Family] 
Sun   31 Oct  9.00am    
Manuel & Lucy De Gouveia  R.I.P. [John De  
                                                                  Gouveia] 
Barry & Elizabeth’s Thanksgiving 
Evelyn Friel R.I.P. [Friel Family] 
Mon   01 Nov 9.00am      
Rosemary Johnson R.I.P. [Munsami Family 
Dominican Sr Kieran, R.I.P. [Dominican Sisters] 
Tue    02 Nov  5.30pm     ALL SOULS 
PIOUS LIST 
All Parishioners 
Wed   03 Nov  8.00am      St Martin de Porres 
PIOUS LIST 
Charles & Pravisha Sissing’s Special Intentions  
                                                                      [Maria] 
Thu    04 Nov  5.30pm      St Charles  Borremeo               
PIOUS LIST 
Jodie Meth’s Birthday [Meth Family]  
Fri      29 Oct  8.00am                                                                                         
PIOUS LIST 
Jayden Emmanuel’s Birthday [Family] 
Dean & Estelle Firmin’s Wedding Anniversary                                                                     
Sat     30 Oct 5.00pm                            
PIOUS LIST 
Joey Harold’s Birthday [Emmanuel Family] 
Leo & Leonie Jacobs’ Special Intentions [Maria] 
Sun    31 Oct  7.00am    
PIOUS LIST 
Elizabeth Setebe’s Special Intentions 
 
 

 
MASS INTENTIONS:……… 
Sun   31 Oct  9.00am    
PIOUS LIST 
Alfredo & Dea Castellani R.I.P. & Bill Kirk  R.I.P.  
                                                            [Lilly & Betty] 
Roslyn & Cale’s Special Intention [Hudson Family] 
 
NOTICES: 
MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS: On Monday 1 November 
Mass will be at 9am, as it will be a public holiday for 
municipal elections. 
 
NAPIER CENTRE 4 HEALING:  OPEN VACANCY 
FOR HOUSE FATHER.  Please see advert on 
outside noticeboard.  
 
ST DOMINIC’S ONE DAY RETREAT/WORKSHOP:  

Saturday 20th November, 2021   9am to 5pm 
Theme: PRAYER     MEETING GOD IN HIS WORD 
This Retreat is for anyone who is searching for new 
ways of praying and deepening their relationship with 
God using Scripture.  All are Very Welcome. 
Please see outside noticeboard, or take a flier for 
further information. 
 

SYNOD PREPARATION IN THE ARCHDIOCESE 
OF DURBAN:  
Daily Readings  to reflect on during this week.:   
Sunday: 31 October:  Matthew  28:18-20 
Monday: Ephesians  4:11-16 
Tuesday: 1 Peter  4:10 
Wednesday: 1 Peter  2:5,9 
Thursday: 1 Corinthians  12:4 
Friday: Acts  1:8 
Saturday: Acts 2:42 
 
Prayer for this week:   
Lord,  Jesus Christ, we thank  you for  calling us  to 
follow  you and  to  participate in your  priesthood  
and to  belong  to  the  priestly  people. Grant,  we  
pray,  that  through a life  worthy  of  a  Christian I  
(we)  may  participate fully,  actively  and consciously  
in your  life and  mission that  at  any  time  and place 
I  (we)  will  bear  witness  to God   and  bring  people 
closer  to you that  we will fulfil our  tasks  worthily 
and let  us,  united with  each  other,  present  to  you 
a  life and  people worthy  of  you. Amen.    
 
 

 
NOVEMBER PIOUS LISTS: – It is customary to 
remember our deceased relatives and friends in the 
Masses during the month of November.  Pious Lists 
envelopes are  still available at the back of the 
church.   Complete and bring with you to the All Souls’ 
Mass on Tuesday 2 November at 5:30pm, or deliver to 
the parish office, or place in the collection basket next 
weekend, together with your donation, in the envelope 
provided. Your contributions will be given to the Oblates 
of Mary Immaculate. 
 
 

PRIESTHOOD SUNDAY: A Prayer for our Priests 
We thank you, God our Father, for those who have 
responded to your call to priestly ministry.  Accept this 
prayer we offer on their behalf:  Fill your priests with 
the sure knowledge of your love.   Open their hearts 
to the power and consolation of the Holy Spirit.  Lead 
them to new depths of union with your son.  Increase 
in them profound faith in the Sacraments they 
celebrate as they nourish, strengthen and heal us. 
Lord Jesus Christ, grant that these, your priests, may 
inspire us to strive for holiness by the power of their 
example, as men of prayer who ponder your word 
and follow your will.    O Mary, Mother of Christ and 
our mother, guard with your maternal care these 
chosen ones, so dear to the Heart of your Son. 
Intercede for our priests, that offering the Sacrifice of 
your Son, they may be conformed more each day to 
the image of your Son, our Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ.  Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER FOR ELECTIONS ON 1 NOVEMBER:  
Please take a copy of the Prayer for Elections 
(available in English and isiZulu.) from the back of the 
church. These prayers are not translations but rather 
each one has been written directly in each language, 
focusing on 3 things:  

-      That the elections will be peaceful  
-      That voters will exercise their right in a 

responsible way which consider the needs 
of all the residents of our cities, including 
the poorest 

-      That those running for office and those 
elected will understand the sacred duty they 

have to work for the good of all, especially 
the most vulnerable 

 



31ST SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 
●   YEAR B   

●  31 OCTOBER 2021 
DIVINE OFFICE: WEEK III 

DAILY MASS READINGS: YEAR I 
 

 
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:  
Psalm 38:22-23 
Forsake me not, O Lord, my God; be 
not far from me! Make haste and 
come to my help, O Lord, my strong 
salvation!       
 

 
 
FIRST READING: 
Deuteronomy 6:2-6 
Moses spoke to the people, saying, 
“Fear the Lord your God, you and 
your son and your son’s son, by 
keeping all his statutes and his 
commandments, which I command 
you, all the days of your life; that 
your days may be prolonged. Hear 
therefore, O Israel, and be careful to 
do them; that it may go well with 
you, and that you may multiply 
greatly, as the Lord, the God of your 
fathers, has promised you, in a land 

flowing with milk and honey.  “Hear, 
O Israel: the Lord our God is one 
Lord; and you shall love the Lord 
your God with your whole heart, and 
with your whole soul, and with all 
your might.  And these words which I 
command you this day shall be upon 
your heart.” 
 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
 
 
PSALM: 
Psalm 18:2-4.  47. 51 
R.  I love you, Lord, my strength.  
 
I love you, Lord, my strength; 
O Lord, my rock, my fortress, my 
saviour. 
  …R 
 
My God, my rock where I take 
refuge; 
my shield, my saving strength, my 
stronghold. 
I cry out, “Praise be the Lord!” 
and see, I am saved from my foes. 
  …R 
 
The Lord lives, and blest be my 
Rock! 
May the God of my salvation be 
exalted. 
The Lord gives great victories to his 
king,  
and shows merciful love for his 
anointed. 
   …R 
 

SECOND READING: 
Hebrews 7:23-28 
Brethren:  The priests [of the former 
covenant] were many in number, 
because they were prevented by 
death from continuing in office; but 
Christ holds his priesthood 
permanently, because he continues 
for ever.  Consequently he is able for 
all time to save those who draw near 
to God through him, since he always 
lives to make intercession for them.  
For it was fitting that we should have 
such a high priest, holy, blameless, 
unstained, separated from sinners, 
exalted above the heavens.  He has 
no need, like those high priests, to 
offer sacrifice daily, first for his own 
sins then for those of the people; he 
did this once for all when he offered 
up himself.  Indeed, the law appoints 
men in their weakness as high 
priests, but the word of the oath, 
which came later than the law, 
appoints a Son who has been made 
perfect for ever. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:   
John 14:23 
R. Alleluia. 
If a man loves me, he will keep my 
word, says the Lord; and my Father 
will love him, and we will come to 
him. 
R. Alleluia. 
 

 

GOSPEL:      
Mark 12:28-34 
At that time: One of the scribes 
came up to Jesus and asked him, 
“Which commandment is the first of 
all?”  Jesus answered, “The first is, 
‘Hear O Israel: The Lord our God, 
the Lord is one; and you shall love 
the Lord your God with all you heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all 
your mind, and with all your 
strength.’  The second is this, ‘You 
shall love your neighbour as 
yourself.’  There is no other 
commandment greater than these.’  
And the scribe said to him, “You are 
right, Teacher; you have truly said 
that he is one, and there is no other 
but he; and to love him with all the 
heart, and with all the 
understanding, and with all the 
strength, and to love one’s 
neighbour as oneself, is much more 
than all whole burnt offerings and 
sacrifices.”  And when Jesus saw 
that he answered wisely, he said to 
him, “You are not far from the 
kingdom of God.”  And after that no 
one dared to ask him any question. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON: 
Psalm 16:11 
You will show me the path of life, the 
fullness of joy in your presence, O 
Lord. 

 


