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SUNDAY MASS
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
Give peace, O Lord, to those who wait for you, 
that your prophets be found true. Hear the prayers 
of your servant, and of your people Israel.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:5-9.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 116.

RESPONSE:
I will walk in the presence of the Lord in the land 
of the living.

1. I love the Lord, for he has heard
 my voice, my appeal;
 for he has turned his ear to me
 whenever I call. ℟
2. They surrounded me, the snares of death;
 the anguish of the grave has found me;
 anguish and sorrow I found.
 I called on the name of the Lord:
 ‘Deliver my soul, O Lord!’ ℟
3. How gracious is the Lord, and just;
 our God has compassion.
 The Lord protects the simple;
 I was brought low, and he saved me. ℟
4. He has kept my soul from death,
 my eyes from tears,
 and my feet from stumbling.
 I will walk in the presence of the Lord
 in the land of the living. ℟
SECOND READING: James 2:14-18.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia! Far be it from me to glory except 
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which 
the world has been crucified to me, and I to the 
world. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Mark 8:27-35.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
How precious is your mercy, O God! The children 
of men seek shelter in the shadow of your wings.

❈

❈
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24th Sunday in Ordinary Time  Year B 
Divine Office: Week IV  12 September 2021

Live the Word 
T H E  W E E K  A H E A D

Mon 13 Sep St John Chrysostom, BD
1 Timothy 2:1-8; Psalm 28; Luke 7:1-10
So often our patience is tested by the journey of 
life, but we do have a choice in our attitude. Just 
as there are many challenges along the way, there 
are many blessings too. Do we choose to see them? 

Sun 19 Sep 25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Wisdom 2:12.17-20; Psalm 54; Mark 9:30-37
In our economy we earn every penny by the sweat 
of our brows, and are respected for it. But in the 
economy of salvation God's generosity extends 
to all and we earn very little by our own efforts.

Fri 17 Sep  (St Robert Bellarmine, BD) 
1 Timothy 6:2-12; Psalm 49; Luke 8:1-3.
Like many other religious teachers, Jesus taught us 
how to live in this world. But, as we know, it didn't 
end there. Through Jesus, those who have died are 
resurrected and join him in eternity.

Thu 16 Sep Ss Cornelius, P & Cyprian, B Ms   
1 Timothy 4:12-16; Psalm 111; Luke 7:36-50
How can God be totally just and at the same time 
be totally merciful? There is no contradiction here. 
Justice applies to any situation, and then mercy 
often tempers justice to make sure it is always just.

Wed 15 Sep Our Lady of Sorrows 
Hebrews 5:7-9; Psalm 31; John 19:25-27
Like Mary, we will all have our time when we are 
called to stand by the cross of someone in severe 
pain. Stand by them sensitively and compassionate-
ly, and be a faithful messenger of loving kindness.

Tue 14 Sep EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS  
Numbers 21:4-9; Psalm 78; John 3:13-17
We know we are doing God's will if we, like Moses, 
can remember that the will of God will not lead us to 
where the grace of God will not sustain us. We journey 
forth as people of faith trusting that God will provide. 

Sat 18 Sep  Liturgy of the Day  
1 Timothy 6:13-16; Psalm 100; Luke 8:4-15
God calls us to continue persevering even when all 
looks lost, or there is little sign of hope. During this time 
of Covid pandemic, remain faithful to prayer and  
trust the process as we live in faith, hope and love.

(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
B=Bishop; D=Doctor; M=Martyr

Last week’s Link devoted itself to what Pope 
Francis had to say about dialogue. This week 
we examine the notion of consensus as the 

purpose of dialogue, and what the pope sees as 
its foundation.

He begins with a question: “Is it possible to 
seek the truth that responds to life’s deepest 
meaning?” Clearly for him, truth is not something 
superficial. It goes to the heart of things, and for 
him that “heart” is the dignity and worth of every 
human being created in the image and likeness 
of God. This leads the pope to assert: “If society 
is to have a future, it must respect the truth of 
our human dignity and submit to that truth.” 

Rigorous search for the truth is hard work. 
One of the tasks, says Pope Francis, is to learn 
how to unmask the various ways that the truth 
is manipulated, distorted and concealed. What 
we call “truth” is not only the reporting of facts 
and events, the sort of things we find in the daily 
papers. What we must not lose sight of are the 
deeper truths that are unchanging, as true now 
as in the past. True to the Catholic tradition on 
the natural law, Pope Francis affirms that “reason 
discovers universal values derived from nature.”

What is happening these days, Pope Francis 
fears, is a “barren” way of thinking. As he sees 
it, good and evil no longer exist in themselves; 
there is only a calculus of benefits and burdens. 
Everything is “levelled down” where, in the end, 
the law of the strongest prevails.

And so, Pope Francis returns to his call to 
genuine dialogue involving all stakeholders, not 
just the powerful. 

In a pluralistic society, dialogue is the 

best way to realize what ought always to 
be affirmed and respected. Such dialogue 
needs to be enriched and illumined by clear 
thinking, rational arguments, a variety of 
perspectives and the contribution of different 
fields of knowledge and points of view. 

Pope Francis advocates the need to develop 
dialogue as a new global “culture”. He writes: 
“I have frequently called for the growth of a 
culture of encounter capable of transcending our 
differences and divisions. This means working 
to create a many-faceted polyhedron whose 
different sides form a variegated unity, in which 
the whole is greater than the part”. 

Now there’s an interesting word, “polyhedron”. 
It refers in physics to many-sided shapes 
like cubes, prisms and pyramids. Using this 
image, Pope Francis (who has a master’s 
degree in science) applies it to society where 
differences coexist, complementing and enriching 
one another, even amid disagreements and 
reservations. As he writes, 

Each of us can learn something from others. 
No one is useless and no one is expendable. 
This also means finding ways to include 
those on the peripheries of life. For they 
have another way of looking at things; they 
see aspects of reality that are invisible to the 
centres of power where weighty decisions 
are made.

The quest for a new “culture of encounter”, 
concludes Pope Francis, means that we should 
be passionate about meeting others, seeking 
points of contact, and building bridges. This, he 
prays, should become a style of life.

R40
plus delivery

Those who pray the Perpetual 
Novena in honour of Our Mother of 
Perpetual Help will easily recognise 
this familiar, pocket-sized booklet, 
so beloved of countless thousands 
of people across the world.
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Order from our website www.rpp.org.za or email 
orders@rpp.org.za. Enquiries: 082 667 3857.
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St Francis Xavier Catholic Parish 
Father Michael Foley, OMI (Parish Priest) 

C: 072 968 3394 
Deacon Malcolm Wright H: 031 466 4524 
Deacon Carl Emmanuel  C: 082 493 8668 

Patrick Marescia (PPC Chairperson) 
Franklin Ferdinand (Finance Chairperson) 
Office Hours: Open – see notice on door 

 
Tel:   031 467 0524 or 031 467 3854  

Email:   sfx@telkomsa.net                                                    
Website:  www.stfrancisxavier.org.za

 
Guided by the Holy Spirit, we strive, as a Parish,      

 to grow into disciples of Jesus Christ, 
reaching out in Faith into a wider Community. 

 

Prayer Circle:   
Contact Jeannette Nicholson  
031 467 7658 / 083 524 5619 
 

REPOSITORY IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER 
NOTICE:  
See notice on door for contact numbers for items 
urgently required. 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:    
The seriously sick: 
Anthony Norris, Brian Fuller, Judy Willman, Scarlett 
Wright, Patrick Marx, Andre Herder, Michael Tunley, 
Jerelene Naidoo-Chetty,  Lyn Rossell & Dale Smith.  
 

 
 

 
MASS ATTENDANCE: During Level Three of the 
national response to Covid pandemic, daily public 
Mass has returned with a limited attendance of 50 
persons.  The gates will be closed when the 50 person 
limit is reached. 
ONLINE MASSES:  The 9.30am Sunday Mass will be 
available online, live-streamed on Facebook.   
 
 

MASS INTENTIONS: 
Sat     11 Sep  5.00pm     
Ivan & Quintin Plowman R.I.P. [Sheila]  
Thompson Family’s Thanksgiving 
Sun    12 Sep  7.30am     
Anthony Himunchul R.I.P. [Family] 
Sun    12 Sep  9.30am     
Duane Dawson R.I.P. [Family] 
Fr Ewen Swartz’ Birthday & 12th Anniversary of  
                                                      Ordination [Family] 
Mon   13 Sep 8.00am         
Sr  Justina OP, R.I.P. [Dominican Sisters] 
Hans Bohm R.I.P. [Atkins Family] 
Tue    14 Sep  5.30pm         
All Parishioners 
Wed   15 Sep 8.00am       
Dea Castellani R.I.P. [Lilly & Betty]   
Erin Vere’s Special Intention 
Thu    16 Sep  5.30pm         
Yvonne Newton R.I.P. [Newton Family]     
Stephen & Imelda Sutherland [Pottier Family]                                                  
Fri      17 Sep  8.00am                                               
Nascimento de Gouveia R.I.P. [John de Gouveia] 
Desmond & Rhona Buckley [Pottier Family] 
Pottier Family’s Thanksgiving 
Sat     18 Sep  5.00pm     
Edith Sissing R.I.P. [Family]  
Yvonne Newton R.I.P. [Newton Family] 
Aarons Family’s Thanksgiving for Prayers Answered 
Sun    19 Sep  7.30am     
Elizabeth Setebe’s Special Intentions 
Lyn Rossell’s Birthday [Betty] 
Sun    19 Sep  9.30am     
Leah Manuel’s Birthday [Manuel Family] 
Anthony Lundell R.I.P. [Frost & Lundell Families] 
Evelyn Friel R.I.P. [Friel Family] 
 

 
 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES: These will remain at 
7:30am and 9:30am for the month of SEPTEMBER,  
 

 
and only change back to 7am and 9am from the 
beginning of OCTOBER. 
 
PARISH YOUTUBE CHANNEL LINK:  
https://youtube.com/channel/UC7SW37icz8YbjaE30o
mgPw     -  
We still need +-104 more subscribers to reach the 
1,000 requirement for Masses to be live-streamed 
weekly on YouTube.       Parishioners are requested 
to make a drive to recruit friends and family to assist 
us in reaching our target.  
 
 

VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PARISH: 
We say thank you once again to the parishioners who 
have been supportive in many ways, and especially 
financially, during this ongoing COVID pandemic.   
May God continue to bless you and keep you and 
your family safe and well.   For those parishioners who  
don’t have the parish banking details, and would like 
to make a contribution, the parish banking information 
is as follows- 
 

NAME:        Bluff Catholic Church 
BANK:           First National Bank 
BRANCH:    Durban Main 
BRANCH CODE:   25 06 55 (Generic) 
TYPE:          Current Account 
A/C NO.:        508 444 959 17 
 

If you are a current Dedicated Giving parishioner who 
usually uses the envelope system and would like to 
make an EFT deposit, please ONLY use your 
Unique Number as your Beneficiary reference.   If 
you usually contribute anonymously via the collection 
basket, and wish to remain anonymous, please use 
the word DONATION as your Beneficiary reference. 
 
SOUTHERN CROSS:  
The September issue, as well as the August & July 
Southern Cross issues are available at R30 from the 
parish office during regular hours.  February to June 
issues are available from the back of the church, and 
payment is on an honesty basis.   Please place your 
donation into either of the brass collection boxes near 
the wooden crucifix, for issues taken from the church. 
 
DIOLYNC CENSUS FORMS:  If you, or your family 
members, are new to our parish or have not yet 
registered on Diolync system, please assist the parish 
and fill in your  Census form as soon as possible.     This  

 
form has much more detailed information than the old 
paper registration form, particularly regarding current 
telephonic / cellphone and email information.   
 

Use QR code below to go directly to the website to do 
your registration online, or collect a blank Census Form 
from the box at the back of the church, or the parish 
office. 

 
Place completed paper forms in the box at the back of 
the church. or in the locked letterbox outside the parish 
office.  A separate form is required for each Catholic 
member of your household.   
 

If you have recently transferred from another parish 
where your family were previously already registered on 
the DOILYNC system, please advise the parish office so 
that your information can be transferred over to St 
Francis Xavier, Bluff parish. 
 

UPDATED PARISHIONER INFORMATION: Updated 
information allows us to communicate successfully with 
parishioners, especially during this time of COVID.  If you 
have changed your personal or employment email 
address / your physical address, or your landline / 
cellphone number in the past 18 months, please contact 
the parish office by email, advising of the changes. or 
drop a note in the parish office letterbox 
 

 

 
 

https://youtube.com/channel/UC7SW37icz8YbjaE30omgPw
https://youtube.com/channel/UC7SW37icz8YbjaE30omgPw


24TH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 
●   YEAR B  ●   

12 SEPTEMBER 2021 
DIVINE OFFICE: WEEK IV 

DAILY MASS READINGS: YEAR I 
 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:  
Sirach 36:18 
Give peace, O Lord, to those who 
wait for you, that your prophets be 
found true.  Hear the prayers of your 
servant, and of your people Israel.   

 

FIRST READING: 
Isaiah 50:5-9 
The Lord God has opened my ear, 
and I was not rebellious, I turned not 
backward.  I gave my back to those 
who struck me, and my cheeks to 
those who pulled out the beard; I hid 
not my face from shame and spitting.  
For the Lord God helps me; therefore 
I have not been confounded; 
therefore I have set my face like a 
flint, and I know that I shall not be put 
to shame; he who vindicates me is 
near.  Who will contend with me?  
Let us stand up  together.  Who is 
my adversary?   Let him come near 
to me.  Behold, the Lord God helps 
me; who will declare me guilty.  
 

The word of the Lord. 

 

PSALM: 
Psalm 116:1-6. 8-9 
R.    I will walk in the presence of 
the Lord in the land of the living. 
 
I love the Lord, for he has heard  
my voice, my appeal; 
for he has turned his ear to me 
whenever I call. 
  …R 
 
They surround me, the snares of 
death; 
the anguish of the grave has found 
me; 
anguish and sorrow I found. 
I called on the name of the Lord: 
“Deliver my soul, O Lord!” 
  …R 
 
How gracious is the Lord, and just; 
our God has compassion. 
The Lord protects the simple; 
I was brought low, and he saved me. 
   …R 
 
He  has kept my soul from death, 
my eyes from tears, 
and my feet from stumbling. 
I will walk in the presence of the Lord 
and in the land of the living. 
   …R 
 
SECOND READING: 
James 2:14-18 
What does it profit, my brethren, if a 
man says he has faith but has not 
works?  Can his faith save him?  If a 
brother or sister is poorly clothed and 
in lack of daily food, and one of you 
says to them, “Go in peace, be 

warmed and filled,”  without giving 
them the things needed for the body, 
what does it profit?  So faith by itself, 
if it has no works, is dead.  But some 
one will say, “You have faith, and I 
have works.”  Show me your faith 
apart from your works, and I by my 
works will show you my faith. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:   
Galatians 6:14 
R. Alleluia. 
Far be it for me to glory except in the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
which the world has been crucified to 
me, and I to the world. 
R. Alleluia. 
 
 
GOSPEL:      
Mark 8:27-35 
At that time:  Jesus went on with his 
disciples to the villages of Caesarea 
Philippi; and on the way he asked his 
disciples, “Who do men say that I 
am?”  And they told him, “John the 
Baptist; and other say, Elijah; and 
others one of the prophets.”  And he 
asked them, “But who do you say 
that I am?”   Peter answered him, 
“You are the Christ.”  And he 
charged them to tell no one about 
him.   And he began to teach them 
that the Son of man must suffer 
many things, and be rejected by the 
elders and the chief priests and the 
scribes, and be killed, and after three 
days rise again.  And he said this 

plainly.  And Peter took him, and 
began to rebuke him.  But turning 
and seeing his disciples, he rebuked 
Peter, and said, “Get behind me, 
Satan!  For you are not on the side of 
God, but of men.”  And he called to 
him the multitude with his disciples 
and said to them, “If any man would 
come after me, let him deny himself 
and take up his cross and follow me.  
For whoever would save his life, will 
lose it; and whoever loses his life for 
my sake and the Gospel’s will save 
it.”     
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
 

 
 
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON: 
Psalm 36:8 
How precious is your mercy, O God!  
The children of men seek shelter in 
the shadow of your wings.   

 


