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SUNDAY MASS
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
Your merciful love, O God, we have received in 
the midst of your temple. Your praise, O God, like 
your name, reaches the ends of the earth; your 
right hand is filled with saving justice.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 2:2-5.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 123.

RESPONSE:
Our eyes look to the Lord, till he have mercy upon us.

1. To you have I lifted up my eyes,
 you who dwell in the heavens.
 Behold, like the eyes of slaves 
 on the hand of their lords. ℟
2. Like the eyes of a servant
 on the hand of her mistress,
 so our eyes are on the Lord our God,
 till he show us his mercy. ℟
3. Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.
	 We	are	filled	with	contempt.
 Indeed, all too full is our soul
 with the scorn of the arrogant
 the disdain of the proud. ℟
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 12:7-10.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia! The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
me; he has sent me to preach good news to the 
poor. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Mark 6:1-6.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
Taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed the 
man who seeks refuge in him.
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14th Sunday in Ordinary Time  Year B 
Divine	Office:	Week	II	 4 July 2021

A Stranger on the Road

Live the Word 
T H E  W E E K  A H E A D

Mon 5 Jul  (St Anthony Zaccaria, Pr)  
Genesis 28:10-22; Psalm 91; Matthew 9:18-26
Today, go directly to Jesus with your suffering. Have 
courage! Banish your doubts! He wants to heal you!  
Take courage from the woman in today's gospel, 
and	take	that	first	leap	of	faith.

Sun 11 Jul 15TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Amos 7:12-15; Psalm 85; Mark 6:7-13
God	calls	us	daily	to	find	simple	and	practical	ways	
of communicating the reality of his love. It is not so 
much your words, but your life itself that is able to 
speak most powerfully of God's love. Live it well.

Fri 9 Jul  Ss Augustine Zhao Rong, Pr & 
companions, Ms   Genesis 46:1-7.28-30; Psalm 37; 
Matthew 10:16-23.   Jesus never calls us to do the bare 
minimum, but rather to live wholeheartedly in our faith. 
We are called daily to stretch ourselves – in prayer, 
the sacraments, our parish and with those in need.

Thu 8 Jul   Liturgy of the Day
Genesis 44:18-21.23-29; 45:1-5; Psalm 105; Matt 10:7-15
The story of Joseph illustrates how God often works in 
our own lives. Too often we are left wondering why 
something happened, and it is only in hindsight that 
we get a better glimpse of the reason.

Wed 7 Jul Liturgy of the Day  
Genesis 41:55-57; 42:5-7.17-24; Psalm 33; Matt 10:1-7
It is easy to call to mind God's good deeds when times 
are good – but it is even better to remember them 
when times are tough, for it reminds us of how much 
our God really loves us, cares for us, and remembers us.

Tue 6 Jul (St Maria Goretti, VM)  
Genesis 32:22-32; Psalm 17; Matthew 9:32-38
It can be overwhelming to look deeply into life with 
a heart moved by God's grace. But our hope as 
Christians	is	that	God	is	with	us	as	we	try	to	find	ways	
to respond to those in our midst who are in need. 

Sat 10 Jul  Liturgy of the Day  
Genesis 49:29-32; 50:15-26; Psalm 105; Matt 10:24-33
There is just so much that we don't know. No matter 
how much we pray we will never fully understand 
the mind of God; no matter how often we read 
God's word, it always offers something new.

(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
Pr=Priest; V=Virgin; M=Martyr

You may remember how, in his letter 
Amoris Laetitia – The Joy of Love, Pope 
Francis made great use of St Paul’s 

hymn to love in 1 Corinthians 13, and how 
in Gaudete et Exultate 
– Rejoice and be Glad, 
he used the Beatitudes 
to great effect. Pope 
Francis’ teachings are 
rooted in Scripture. Now, 
in Fratelli Tutti, he takes 
the story of the Good 
Samaritan as the key to 
understanding this letter 
on fraternity and social 
friendship. 

Having drawn a picture 
in Chapter One of Fratelli 
Tutti on the dire state 
of the world, in Chapter 
Two he proclaims Good 
News for our times. 
Indeed, the rest of his 
letter is simply a teasing 
out of the implications of 
the parable of the Good 
Samaritan. 

The parable itself is 
well known but Luke 10:29-37 must be read 
prayerfully to allow the Pope’s commentary to 
resonate within us. The central question in the 
story is the one asked by the lawyer, “And who 
is my neighbour?”

When I was a child, I was taught to think of 
a neighbour as someone who lived next door 
to my home, or people in the same street. This 
is a narrower meaning of neighbour than was 
understood in Old Testament times. For the 
ancient Jews, a neighbour was a fellow Jew – 
anywhere. But even that definition was still too 
narrow for Jesus.

The whole point of the parable of the Good 
Samaritan is that anyone in need is my 
neighbour. The religious insight underlying 
this understanding is that we are all children 
of God, all brothers and sisters one to another, 

therefore neighbours to one another.
Pope Francis invites us to identify with 

the different characters in the story. Mostly 
we would start by asking ourselves, would I 

stop to help someone 
I found lying on the 
ground having just been 
mugged? Or would I 
side-step such a person, 
cross to the other side 
to avoid such a person?

All of us know the 
sensation of trying to 
avoid these incidents. 
We give ourselves a 
variety of excuses: I’ve 
no time; I don’t want to 
get involved; it might be 
a trap; I can’t stand the 
sight of blood, and so on. 

P o p e  F r a n c i s  i s 
adamant, the world is 
divided into two kinds 
of people: those who 
care and those who don’t 
care.

The reality is that we 
live in a world which 

puts personal security and well-being ahead 
of everything else. It is a world which is torn 
apart by violence and injustices of every kind. 
Of particular concern to Pope Francis is the 
treatment of migrants and strangers in our 
society. Hence, the enormous importance of 
expanding the notion of neighbourliness, and 
the necessity of social friendship within society.

But fraternity and social friendship have to 
start somewhere – they have to start with us. 
Pope Francis sees that all of us have within us 
something of the wounded man, something of 
the robber, something of the passer-by and 
something of the good Samaritan.

The Gospel challenge – a challenge to all 
peoples – is, in the words of the Pope: “Each 
day we have to decide whether to be good 
Samaritans or indifferent bystanders.”

This booklet is f i l led with 
questions, answers, and fun 
things to do. Read about eating 
lunch with grasshoppers and 
yawning like a hippopotamus. 
Find out what you might have 
in common with some very 
unusual animals, vegetables, 
and minerals as you explore 
our amazing planet.

Teachers Love the Fun Facts 
Series because its vignette 

style offers a great daily read-aloud on a variety of topics; 
and symbols, saints, and Bible stories are presented in terms 
children understand. R220 plus postage
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Order from our website www.rpp.org.za or email 
orders@rpp.org.za. Enquiries: 082 667 3857.

The Good Samaritan, after Delacroix, 
by Vincent  van Gogh, 1890
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St Francis Xavier Catholic Parish 
Father Michael Foley, OMI (Parish Priest) 

C: 072 968 3394 
Deacon Malcolm Wright H: 031 466 4524 
Deacon Carl Emmanuel  C: 082 493 8668 

Patrick Marescia (PPC Chairperson) 
Franklin Ferdinand (Finance Chairperson) 
Office Hours: Open – see notice on door 

P O Box 16004  Bluff  4036  Durban 
Tel:   031 467 0524 or 031 467 3854  

Email:   sfx@telkomsa.net                                                    
Website:  www.stfrancisxavier.org.za

 
Guided by the Holy Spirit, we strive, as a Parish,      

 to grow into disciples of Jesus Christ, 
reaching out in Faith into a wider Community. 

 

Prayer Circle:   
Contact Jeannette Nicholson  
031 467 7658 / 083 524 5619 
 

REPOSITORY IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER 
NOTICE:  
See notice on door for contact numbers for items 
urgently required. 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:    
The seriously sick: 
Anthony Norris, Brian Fuller, Judy Willman, Scarlett 
Wright, Patrick Marx, Andre Herder, Michael Tunley, 
Sylvia Whittock, Jerelene Naidoo-Chetty, Keith 
Thorne, the Munsami/Johnson Family & Lyn Rossell.  
The Repose of the Soul of: Carmel Thompson 
 

 
 

ONLINE MASS:         
This Sunday’s Mass will be posted on our parish 
Youtube channel from 8.00am on Sunday.   
 
MASS INTENTIONS: 
Sat     03 Jul                                 
Joey & Maree Harold’s Wedding Anniversary  
                                                      [Emmanuel Family] 
Sun    04 Jul     
Elizabeth Setebe’s Special Intentions 
Conrad Rodrigues R.I.P. & the Rodrigues Family 
                                                        [Dhunraj Family] 
Mon   05 Jul         
Theresa Himunchul R.I.P. [Family]    
Raymonde Gunkel’s Birthday                                                    
Tue    06 Jul         
Nico Coles’ Birthday [Family] 
Fr Andrew Knott’s Birthday 
Wed   07 Jul       
Sacha Emmanuel’s Birthday [Family]  
Thu    08 Jul                                 
Veronica, Glen & Darryl Desplace R.I.P.  [Pottier  
Fri      09 Jul                                                 Family] 
All Parishioners 
Sat     10 Jul                                
Leslie Emmanuel’s Birthday [Family] 
Keith Smale R.I.P. [Tamika & Saylor Family] 
Sun    11 Jul 
All Parishioners 
 
MASS ATTENDANCE: As we have moved to Level 
Four of the national response to Covid pandemic, all 
public Masses are cancelled until further notice. 
Father Mike will include each day’s prescribed Mass 
Intention at his daily personal Mass celebration. 
 
SOUTHERN CROSS: The new July issue as well as the 
May and June Southern Cross issues are available at 
R30 from the parish office during regular hours.   
 
FR MIKE’S HOMILY:…. 

I read a story a few days back that speaks of a kind of 
suffering that I have sadly often come across as a priest. 
In the story, an elderly woman named Joan came to see 
her priest. He hadn’t seen her for some time. He asked 
her how she was and she spoke about her health which 
wasn’t great. When he asked her about her family she 
told him that one of her daughters has stopped speaking 
to her and wouldn’t even allow her own children to visit 
their grandmother.  

Joan said what was most painful was that she couldn’t 
recall a single reason for this rejection by her daughter. It 
happened suddenly. Recently she heard that one of her 
daughter’s sons was getting married and whilst all the 
other family members and relatives were invited to the 
wedding, Joan was not. She said she felt even more 
terribly rejected. 

Isn’t it hurtful to be rejected by anyone? But it is 
particularly hurtful to be rejected by one’s own people. 
Jesus was amazed at their lack of faith. He greatly 
desired to help his townspeople but he was unable to do 
so. You can’t help people against their will.  He was 
saddened but not angered. Rejection can easily turn into 
anger and even bitterness. 

Probably all of us have experienced a little of this. We 
have wanted to help someone but our help was refused. 
We feel frustrated and helpless. When we meet with 
rejection we may be tempted to say: ’that’s it. I’m 
finished’. We may decide not to help or care anymore. 
It’s too painful. 

Jesus didn’t react like this. He didn’t become embittered. 
He did what little he could in Nazareth – he cured some 
sick people. Then we are told that he was amazed at 
their lack of faith. So he decided to take his light and his 
gifts elsewhere. 

After the three miracles Jesus worked before this gospel 
passage we now find him teaching in the synagogue and 
all there are astonished when they heard him. One would 
imagine then that it would have been the most obvious 
thing in the world for them to accept him as someone 
special sent by God. But the opposite was true. They 
refused to accept him just as they refused to listen to the 
prophet Ezekiel as we read in the first reading.  

Why would they have been so prejudiced against Jesus? 
One reason was that he was too human. They knew his 
mother Mary and relatives.  

For the Jews of his own town their main question was 
‘how?’ How could he be from God?  Jesus would have 
been too human, too weak for them. They were 
expecting a Messiah who would destroy the Roman 
colonial power. They hoped for someone more powerful 
or political. 

Another reason could well have been that they did not 
believe that one of their own could reveal the demands of 
God’s love. Their image of God, like ours for so many 
years, was of a God who punished bad people and 
rewarded good. But Jesus revealed a totally loving, 
compassionate, forgiving God which was very different. 

Going to the synagogue or to church on Sundays makes 
demands on us but nothing like what God expects of us 
after we leave the church after Mass. 

Religion is what we do after the sermon is over. They felt 
they knew him, therefore he could not tell them anything 
new. 

Jesus, like Ezekiel, runs into the resistance of those who 
refuse to hear the word of God which invites them to 
leave their old security and change their ways. They felt 
secure in their image of God and the religious beliefs 
they were used to.  

This can be equally true for us.  If any of us wants to take 
Jesus seriously then we will be challenged to let go of all 
that is not life-giving in our lives, of our false securities. 
He will invite us to repent of any unforgiving attitude in 
our hearts, any unjust business dealings, any 
relationships or behaviour which are contrary to the 
calling we have from God. 

All Christians are called to be prophets, to bear witness 
to Christ and his teaching through their entire lives. It is a 
high calling for all of us and not at all easy.  

Like Ezekiel, Paul and Jesus will we have the courage to 
keep on witnessing to Jesus when people may even 
display contempt or outright rejection of us as Christians?  

People have used the scandals in the church, or what 
they perceive to be the weaknesses of their priests to 
leave the Church. Let us respect their decision. But for 
those of us who stay on, let us not focus only on the 
weaknesses or sinful aspects. Let us, as St. Paul says in 
the second reading, allow the grace and power of God to 
use our weakness as a Church to purify us all. 

“Lord may we allow you to use your grace and power 
to work through our human weakness. Amen”. 
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 SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 
●   YEAR B  ● 04 JULY 2021 

DIVINE OFFICE: WEEK II 
DAILY MASS READINGS: YEAR I 

 
 
 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:  
Psalm 47:10-11 
Your merciful love, O God, we have 
received in the midst of your temple.  
Your praise, O God, like your name, 
reaches the ends of the earth.  Your 
right hand is filled with saving justice.       
 
FIRST READING: 
Ezekiel 2:2-5 
In those days: The Spirit entered into me 
and set me upon my feet; and I heard 
him speaking to me.  And he said to me, 
“Son of man, I send you to the sons of 
Israel, to a nation of rebels, who have 
rebelled against me; they and their 
fathers have transgressed against me to 
this very day.  The people also are 
impudent and stubborn: I send you to 
them; and you shall say to them, ‘Thus 
says the Lord God.’  And whether they 
hear or refuse to hear (for they are a 
rebellious house) they will know that 
there has been a prophet among them.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 

 
 

PSALM: 
Psalm 123:1-4 
R.  Our eyes are on the Lord our God, 
till he shows us his mercy.  
 
To you have I lifted up my eyes, 
you who dwell in the heavens. 
Behold, like the eyes of slaves 
on the hand of their lords. 
  …R 
 
Like the eyes of a servant 
on the hand of her mistress, 
so our eyes are on the Lord our God, 
till he show us his mercy. 
  …R 
 
Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy. 
We are filled with contempt. 
Indeed, all too full is our soul 
with the scorn of the arrogant, 
the disdain of the proud. 
   …R 
 
SECOND READING: 
2 Corinthians 12:7-10 
Brethren: To keep me from being too 
elated by the abundance of revelations, 
a thorn was given me in the flesh, a 
messenger of Satan, to harass me, to 
keep me from being too elated.  Three 
times I begged the Lord about this, that 
it should leave; but he said to me, “My 
grace is sufficient for you, for my power 
is made perfect in weakness.”  I will all 
the more gladly boast of my 
weaknesses, that the power of Christ 
may rest upon me.  For the sake of 
Christ, then, I am content with 
weaknesses, insults, hardships, 
persecution, and calamities; for when I 
am weak, then I am strong. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 

 
 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  
Luke 4:18  
R. Alleluia. 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me ; he 
has sent me to preach good news to the 
poor.  
R. Alleluia. 
 

 
 
GOSPEL:      
Mark 6:1-6 
Jesus came to his own country; and his 
disciples followed him.  And on the 
sabbath he began to teach in the 
synagogue; and many who heard him 
were astonished, saying, “Where did this 
man get all this?”  What is the wisdom 
given to him?  What mighty works are 
wrought by his hands!  Is this not the 
carpenter, the son of Mary and brother 
of James and Joses and Judas and 
Simon, and are not his sisters here with 
us?”  And they took offence at him.  And 
Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not 
without honour, except in his own 

country, and among his own kin, and in 
his own house.”  And he could not do 
mighty work there, except that he laid 
his hands upon a few sick people and 
healed them.  And he marvelled 
because of their unbelief.  And he went 
about among the villages teaching. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON: 
Psalm 33:9 
Taste and see that the Lord is good.  
Blessed the man who seeks refuge in 
him. 

 
 


