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SUNDAY MASS
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
The Lord is the strength of his people, a saving 
refuge for the one he has anointed. Save your 
people, Lord, and bless your heritage, and govern 
them forever.

FIRST READING: Job 38:1, 8-11.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 107.

RESPONSE:
O give thanks to the Lord for he is good; for his 
mercy endures forever!

1. Some went down to the sea in ships,
 to trade on the mighty waters.
 These have seen the deeds of the Lord,
 the wonders he does in the deep. ℟
2. For he spoke and raised up the storm-wind,
 tossing high the waves of the sea
 that surged to heaven and dropped to the depths.
 Their souls melted away in their distress. ℟
3. Then they cried to the Lord in their need,
 and he rescued them from their distress.
 He stilled the storm to a whisper,
 and the waves of the sea were hushed. ℟
4. They rejoiced because of the calm, 
 and he led them to the haven they desired.
 Let them thank the Lord for his mercy,
 his wonders for the children of men. ℟
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:14-17.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia! A great prophet has arisen 
among us, and God has visited his people. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Mark 4:35-41.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
The eyes of all look to you, Lord, and you give 
them their food in due season.

❈

❈
BROTHERS AND SISTERS ALL

12th Sunday in Ordinary Time  Year B 
Divine Office: Week IV  20 June 2021

Dark Clouds, Closed World

Photo by Sharefaith from Pexels

Live the Word 
T H E  W E E K  A H E A D

Mon 21 Jun St Aloysius Gonzaga, R
Genesis 12:1-9; Psalm 33; Matthew 7:1-5
It is all too easy to gossip about others over coffee, or 
spread rumours online, saying things about people 
that we would never say to their faces. Do we think 
we are anonymous? We are not anonymous to God.

Sun 27 Jun 13TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Wisdom 1:13-15; 2:23-24; Psalm 30; Mark 5:21-43
Tragedy in our world is not because God is angry at 
us. God does not rejoice in destruction. God does 
not work that way. God is not filled with anger. God 
is love and mercy and compassion and forgiveness.

Fri 25 Jun  Liturgy of the Day
Genesis 17:1.9-10.15-22; Psalm 128; Matthew 8:1-4

We rarely ask why there is great beauty in the world, 
or why we often have more than we need, or why 
we love and are loved. We expect them. Perhaps 
this is a call to a greater sense of gratitude.

Thu 24 Jun BIRTH OF ST JOHN THE BAPTIST  
Isaiah 49:1-6; Psalm 139; Luke 1:57-66.80
Like John the Baptist, our words and actions should 
demonstrate humility before God and reveal our 
connection to Jesus. Look deeply within and ask, 
do I love all people as he taught? 

Wed 23 Jun Liturgy of the Day
Genesis 15:1-12.17-18; Psalm 105; Matthew 7:15-20
What draws one and what one resists reveals so much 
of how we co-operate with God's grace. When do 
I look away because something is not for my good? 
How do I keep my gaze focussed on Jesus?

Tue 22 Jun (St Paulinus of Nola, B)
Genesis 13:2.5-18; Psalm 15; Matthew 7:6.12-14
To change our fear-filled world we must begin with 
ourselves – with the way we live our lives and care for 
others in justice – and by knowing that only in the em-
brace of God can we find a peace that quells our fear.

Sat 26 Jun  Liturgy of the Day
Genesis 18:1-15; Luke 1:46-50.53-55; Matthew 8:5-17
We all long for miracles, wanting God to just fix what 
is wrong. We ask why there is so much suffering. 
But instead of asking "why", perhaps we should be 
asking, "What now? How do I respond?

(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
R=Religious; B=BishopBo
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Order from our website www.rpp.org.za or email 
orders@rpp.org.za. Enquiries: 082 667 3857.

R100
plus delivery

“These ref lections on animals 
and what they teach us is a 
masterpiece”, writes Prof. Tony 
Kelly, a prominent theologian known 
for his own use of stories. The title 
comes from God’s advice to Job in 
Job 12:7 – “Ask the animals and 
they will teach you.” Written for 
children, Father Larry Kaufmann is 
sure that all age groups will enjoy 
the book.

We can feel for Pope Francis when he 
writes towards the beginning of Fratelli 
Tutti:

“As I was writing this letter, the Covid-19 
pandemic unexpectedly 
erupted, exposing our false 
securities. Aside from the 
different ways that various 
countries responded to 
the crisis, their inability 
to work together became 
quite evident. For all our 
hyper-connectivity, we have 
witnessed fragmentation.” 
Think of the disproportion 
of the rollout for vaccines 
between rich and poor 
countries!

Chapter  One  o f  the 
encyclical provides a broad 
view of the world which the 
pope enjoys as head of the 
Catholic (i.e., “universal”) 
Church. This is one of the 
strengths of the Church’s mark of “catholicity”, 
with input reaching the pope from across the 
globe, although he is quite humble in his words 
in paragraph 9: “Without claiming to carry out 
an exhaustive analysis or to study every aspect 
of our present-day experience, I intend simply to 
consider certain trends in our world that hinder 
the development of universal fraternity.”

The title of his first chapter looks depressing 
– “Dark Clouds over a Closed World” – and its 
subtitles and sections seem to confirm this. They 
are worth listing in full without comment:

Shattered dreams. Loss of a sense of history. 
Lacking a plan for everyone. A ‘throwaway’ 
world. Insufficiently universal human rights. 
Conflict and fear. Globalization and progress 
without a shared roadmap. Pandemics and 
other calamities. An absence of human dignity 
on the borders. The illusion of communication. 
Shameless aggression. Information without 
wisdom. Forms of subjection and of self-
contempt.

Thank goodness the pope does not end 

this chapter on a note of gloom, but, as we 
will see in next week’s reflection, it ends on 
a magnificent note of hope. Nevertheless, we 
would be ostriches with our heads in the sand 

if we did not share in some 
of the pope’s harsh look at 
current realities. You are 
encouraged to read the 
encyclical itself. All that 
Catholic Link is trying to do 
is whet your appetite. The 
text can be downloaded 
from the Vatican website, 
http://www.vatican.va

The  pope  i s  su re ly 
correct when he says in 
the first chapter that we 
find ourselves these days 
surrounded by “shattered 
dreams”. It is as if we have 
not learned the lessons 
of history, the lessons of 
many wars and disasters. 
Instead, there are signs 

of regression with old wounds opening as we 
witness a resurgence of extremist and aggressive 
nationalism. From his global vantage point, Pope 
Francis sees new forms of selfishness emerging 
“under the guise of defending national interests”. 

Added to that is the way local conflicts “are 
exploited by the global economy”, says the 
pope, which leaves some people “more alone 
than ever in an increasingly massified world that 
promotes individual interests and weakens the 
communitarian dimension of life.” Transnational 
economic powers seem to operate with the 
principle of “divide and conquer”.

Added to this is what Pope Francis calls a 
“throwaway” culture where persons are no 
longer cared for and respected. He specifies 
the “not yet useful” (the unborn) and the “no 
longer needed” (the elderly). Then too, he 
says, “we have grown indifferent to all kinds of 
wastefulness, starting with the waste of food, 
which is deplorable in the extreme.”

Next week we will see how Pope Francis moves 
from despair to hope.
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St Francis Xavier Catholic Parish 
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Deacon Malcolm Wright H: 031 466 4524 
Deacon Carl Emmanuel  C: 082 493 8668 

Patrick Marescia (PPC Chairperson) 
Franklin Ferdinand (Finance Chairperson) 
Office Hours: Open – see notice on door 

P O Box 16004  Bluff  4036  Durban 
Tel:   031 467 0524 or 031 467 3854  

Email:   sfx@telkomsa.net                                                    
Website:  www.stfrancisxavier.org.za

 
Guided by the Holy Spirit, we strive, as a Parish,      

 to grow into disciples of Jesus Christ, 
reaching out in Faith into a wider Community. 

 

Prayer Circle:   
Contact Jeannette Nicholson  
031 467 7658 / 083 524 5619 
 

REPOSITORY IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER 
NOTICE:  
See notice on door for contact numbers for items 
urgently required. 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:    
The seriously sick: 
Anthony Norris, Brian Fuller, Judy Willman, Scarlett 
Wright, Patrick Marx, Andre Herder, Michael Tunley, 
Sylvia Whittock, Jerelene Naidoo-Chetty, Keith 
Thorne, Carmel Thompson. & the Munsami/Johnson 
Family.  
The Repose of the Soul of:  Georgie Kelly 
 

 

 

 

 

MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS:         
ONLINE MASSES:   Sunday Masses are available 
online, live-streamed on Facebook from 9.30am. 
 
 

MASS INTENTIONS: 
Sat     19 Jun  5.00pm                                
Ivan & Quintin Plowman R.I.P. [Sheila] 
All Holy Souls in Purgatory [Thompson Family] 
Shereen Niemack’s Birthday [Family] 
Sun    20 Jun  7.30am    
All Father’s Special Intentions [Brianne Frankson] 
All Members for Society of St Vincent de Paul [Pottier 
Ursula King & Family                                         Family] 
Sun    20 Jun  9.30am      
Pottier Family 
Kirsten Saunders’ 21st Birthday [Logan Family] 
Koekemoer Family’s Special Intention & Thanksgiving 
                                            for Prayers Answered 
Mon   21 Jun  8.00am        
All Parishioners                                                                
Tue    22 Jun  5.30pm         
Father Mike 
Wed   23 Jun  8.00am        
Gavin & Veronica Marillier’s Wedding Anniversary 
                                                                       [Family]  
Leslie Ferdinand’s Birthday [Family]       
Fr Andrew Knott’s Anniversary of Ordination [Pottier                                                        
                                                                          Family] 
Thu    24 Jun  5.30pm   Nativity of John the Baptist                             
Vanessa Frankson’s Birthday [Family] 
Bernice Loelly’s Thanksgiving for Prayers Answered 
Elizabeth Dimba R.I.P. [Dimba Family] 
Fri      25 Jun  8.00am    
Troy Ahrens’ Birthday [King Family] 
Charles, Jacqueline & Andre’s Thanksgiving 
Darnré Koekemoer’s Birthday [Family] 
Sat     26 Jun  5.00pm                                
Michaela & Michelene Himunchul’s Birthday [Family] 
Matthew Marillier’s Special Intentions [Family] 
Sun    27 Jun  7.30am    
All Parishioners 
Sun    27 Jun  9.30am      
Carmel Thompson & Family [Pat Vickers] 
Deon Ceronio Audiologist & Staff [Sr Pru] 
Sixtus Dimba R.I.P. [Dimba Family] 
 
 
 

 

 
NOTICES:           
CHANGE OF SUNDAY MASS TIMES: Due to the 
later sunrise during the winter months our SUNDAY 
Mass times will be slightly altered for the months of 
June, July and August at 7:30 and 9:30am. 
 
PARISH YOUTUBE LINK:   
https://youtube.com/channel/UC7SW37icz8YbjaE30o
mgPw     - Masses will broadcast weekly if we are 
able to reach 1,000 subscribers. Numbers are 
climbing and we are just over 840 subscribers – 
please continue to encourage your friends and family 
and others contacts to subscribe.   
 
SOUTHERN CROSS: The May and June Southern 
Cross issues are available at R30 from the parish 
office during regular hours.   
 

Back copies of the Southern Cross (February to April), 
are available at the back of the church.    
Parishioners who wish to take a copy are 
requested to make a generous donation per copy 
taken, and place the money into the locked brass 
Maintenance or Flower boxes at the back of the 
church by the big crucifix.  There will unfortunately 
not be any facility for change, so please bring the 
correct money with you.  
 

DIOLYNC ONLINE CENSUS FORMS:  All 
parishioners who have not yet filled in the Census 
Form, are requested to do so as soon as possible. 
Blank forms are available from the parish office or 
from the back of the church.  To register on Diolync 
you may also use QR or link below, but please have 
all your sacramental information at hand before you 
log on.  You may also place completed paper forms in 
the box at the back of the church, or drop them in the 
locked letterbox by the parish office. 

 
www.jotform.com/supajus/bluff-parish-census-form 

 
 

 
 

 
 

NOTICES:…. 
Letter from Fr Mike:  
Dear Parishioners  
Following on the country’s return to Level Three as 
announced by President Ramaphosa may I confirm 
that the number for Mass attendance is now set at 
50. This means of course that once we have 50 
present at any Mass or service in our church, the 
gates will be closed. 
 

I have been informed that religious leaders are 
meeting with the government within the next few days 
to see whether an adjustment can be made for the 
numbers permitted at religious services. We await the 
outcome of that meeting. 
 

May I  acknowledge the wonderful way in which so 
many of you have witnessed to your faith in the 
importance of being at Mass and receiving the 
Eucharist so that at weekend Masses, no matter what 
number we were restricted to, you have generally 
made full use of the capacity allowed. This has been 
most edifying and encouraging. 
 

Given that we are restricted in number for holy Mass 
does not mean that you have to deprive yourself of the 
grace of the Sacrament and the privilege of receiving 
Jesus in the Eucharist. Should you find the gate 
closed on a Saturday evening or Sunday please 
consider participating in Mass on one of the days 
during the week though the number 50 would still be 
the number of attendees allowed.  
 

For those unable to attend public Masses for 
legitimate and serious reasons, Holy Mass will 
continue to be live-streamed on our parish 
Facebook page at 9.30 on Sunday morning. For 
this we are indebted to Paul Madlala and Rual Santos 
and we are very grateful for their ministry. 

It is important for each one of us to take personal 
responsibility to observe safety precautions, avoid 
unnecessary gatherings and follow all protocols in 
order to avoid the spread of the virus and limit the 
impact of the third wave. 

May God bless you and your family and keep you 
safe.              Yours in Christ, 

Fr Mike 

https://youtube.com/channel/UC7SW37icz8YbjaE30omgPw
https://youtube.com/channel/UC7SW37icz8YbjaE30omgPw
http://www.jotform.com/supajus/bluff-parish-census-form


12
TH

 SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 
●   YEAR B  ●  20 JUNE 2021 

DIVINE OFFICE: WEEK IV 
DAILY MASS READINGS:   

YEAR I 
 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:  
Psalm 27:8-9 
The Lord is the strength of his people, a 
saving refuge for the one he has 
anointed.  Save your people, Lord, and 
bless your heritage, and govern them 
forever.      
 
FIRST READING: 
Job 38:1. 8-11 
The Lord answered Job out of the 
whirlwind: “Who shut in the sea with 
doors, when it burst forth from the 
womb; when I made clouds its garment, 
and thick darkness its swaddling band; 
and prescribed bounds for it, and set 
bars and doors, and said, ‘Thus far shall 
you come, and no farther, and here shall 
your proud waves be stayed.’?” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
 

 
 
 

PSALM: 
Psalm 107:23-26. 28-31 
R.  O give thanks to the Lord for he is 
      good; 
      for his mercy endures forever! 
 
Some went down to the sea in ships, 
to trade on the mighty waters. 
These have seen the deeds of the Lord, 
the wonders he does in the deep. 
  …R 
 
For he spoke and raised up the storm-
wind, 
tossing high the waves of the sea 
that surged to heaven and dropped to 
the depths. 
Their souls melted away in their 
distress. 
  …R 
 
Then they cried to the Lord in their need, 
and he rescued them from their distress. 
He stilled the storm to a whisper, 
and the waves of the sea were hushed. 
   …R 
 
Then they cried to the Lord in their need, 
and he rescued them from their distress. 
He stilled the storm to a whisper, 
and the waves of the sea were hushed. 
   …R 
 
They rejoiced because of the calm, 
and he led them to the haven they 
desired. 
Let them thank the Lord for his mercy, 
his wonders for the children of men. 
   …R 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECOND READING: 
2 Corinthians 5:14-17 
Brethren: The love of Christ urges us on, 
because we are convinced that one has 
died for all; therefore all have died.  And 
he died for all, that those who live might 
live no longer for themselves but for him 
who for their sake died and was raised.  
From now on, therefore, we regard no 
one according to the flesh; even though 
we once regarded Christ according to 
the flesh, we regard him thus no longer.  
Therefore, if any one is in Christ, he is a 
new creation; the old has passed away, 
behold, the new has come. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 

 
 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  
Luke 7:16  
R. Alleluia. 
A great prophet has arisen among us, 
and God has visited his people.  
R. Alleluia. 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL:      
Mark 4:35-41 
On that day, when evening had come, 
Jesus said to his disciples, “Let us go 
across to the other side.”  And leaving 
the crowd, they took him with them, just 
as he was, in the boat.  And other boats 
were with him.  A great storm of wind 
arose, and the waves beat into the boat, 
so that the boat was already filling.  But 
he was in the stern, asleep on a 
cushion, and they woke him and said to 
him. “Teacher, do you not care if we 
perish?”  And he awoke and rebuked the 
wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be 
still!”  And the wind ceased, and there 
was a great calm.  He said to them, 
“Why are you afraid?  Have you no 
faith?”  And they were filled with awe, 
and said to one another, “Who then is 
this, that even the wind and sea obey 
him?” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
 
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON: 
Psalm 144:15 
The eyes of all look to you, Lord, and 
you give them their food in due season. 

 
 



St Francis Xavier Catholic 
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21 Sormany Road, Ocean View 

 P.O. Box 16004 BLUFF 4036   
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Guided by the Holy Spirit, we strive, as a Parish, to grow into disciples of 

Jesus Christ, reaching out in faith into a wider Community. 
18 June 2021 

 
Dear Parishioners  
 
Following on the country’s return to Level Three as announced by President Ramaphosa may I confirm 
that the number for Mass attendance is now set at 50. This means of course that once we have 50 
present at any Mass or service in our church, the gates will be closed. 
 
I have been informed that religious leaders are meeting with the government within the next few days 
to see whether an adjustment can be made for the numbers permitted at religious services. We await 
the outcome of that meeting. 
 
May I  acknowledge the wonderful way in which so many of you have witnessed to your faith in the 
importance of being at Mass and receiving the Eucharist so that at weekend Masses, no matter what 
number we were restricted to, you have generally made full use of the capacity allowed. This has been 
most edifying and encouraging. 
 
Given that we are restricted in number for holy Mass does not mean that you have to deprive yourself 
of the grace of the Sacrament and the privilege of receiving Jesus in the Eucharist. Should you find the 
gate closed on a Saturday evening or Sunday please consider participating in Mass on one of the days 
during the week though the number 50 would still be the number of attendees allowed.  
 
For those unable to attend public Masses for legitimate and serious reasons, Holy Mass will continue 

to be live-streamed on our parish Facebook page at 9.30 on Sunday morning. For this we are 

indebted to Paul Madlala and Rual Santos and we are very grateful for their ministry. 

It is important for each one of us to take personal responsibility to observe safety precautions, avoid 
unnecessary gatherings and follow all protocols in order to avoid the spread of the virus and limit the 
impact of the third wave. 
 
May God bless you and your family and keep you safe.  

Yours in Christ, 

Fr Mike 

Fr Michael Foley OMI 
Parish Priest 

mailto:sfx@telkomsa.net
http://www.stfrancisxavier.org.za/

