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SUNDAY MASS
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
The Spirit of the Lord has filled the whole world 
and that which contains all things understands 
what is said, alleluia.

FIRST READING: Acts 2:1-11.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 104.

RESPONSE:
Lord, send forth your Spirit, and renew the face 
of the earth.

1. Bless the Lord, O my soul!
 O Lord my God, how great you are.
 How many are your works, O Lord!
 The earth is full of your creatures. ℟
2. You take away their breath, they die,
 returning to the dust from which they came.
 You send forth your spirit, and they are created,
 and you renew the face of the earth. ℟
3. May the glory of the Lord last forever!
 May the Lord rejoice in his works!
 May my thoughts be pleasing to him.
 I will rejoice in the Lord. ℟
SECOND READING: Galatians 5:16-25.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia! Come, O Holy Spirit, fill the hearts 
of your faithful; and kindle in them the fire of your 
love. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: John 15:26-27; 16:12-15.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and spoke 
of the marvels of God, alleluia.

❈

❈
EASTER SPIRIT

Pentecost  Year B 
Divine Office: Week IV  23 May 2021

Pentecost
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Order from our website www.rpp.org.za or email 
orders@rpp.org.za. Enquiries: 082 667 3857.

Live the Word 
T H E  W E E K  A H E A D

Mon 24 May Our Lady, Mother of the Church
Acts 1:12-14; Psalm 87; John 19:25-34
Like Mary beneath the cross of her son, many people 
today stand beneath a cross of unbearable pain. Let us, 
like those supporting Mary, join in strengthening them 
with our compassionate presence and heartfelt prayer.

Sun 30 May TRINITY SUNDAY
Deut. 4:32-34.39-40; Psalm 33; Matthew 28:16-20
The point of Christian life is union with God – that 
somehow God's nature of self-giving and relational 
oneness is expressed in our discipleship. God is 
revealed through our co-operation with love.

Fri 28 May  Liturgy of the Day
Sirach 44:1.9-13; Psalm 149; Mark 11:11-26

We are made to be like God, and we are seemingly 
happiest when doing good for others. A lifetime of 
caring for those in need is a blessing that can be ours 
if we are willing to model Christ in our everyday lives.

Thu 27 May (St Augustine of Canterbury, B)  
Sirach 42:15-25; Psalm 33; Mark 10:46-52
In God's kingdom, dignity and worth are based 
not on material success or status, but what is in 
your heart and mind. The question is, where do we 
place our focus?

Wed 26 May St Philip Neri, Pr
Sirach 36:1-2,5-6,11-17; Psalm 79; Mark 10:32-45
Too often we whinge and complain about things 
instead of doing something about it. As Christians, 
we are not called to complain, we are called to act 
with kindness and compassion – from a pure heart.

Tue 25 May (St Bede the Venerable, PrD)  
Sirach 35:1-12; Psalm 50; Mark 10:28-31
A life of daily prayer goes a long way in helping us 
to remember that God has a goal in mind for us. 
Prayer is the daily breath of God which we need to 
keep our hearts open and toned, wise and loving.

Sat 29 May  (St Paul VI, P)
Sirach 51:12-20; Psalm 19; Mark 11:27-33
At every moment we are called into a deeper re-
lationship with our God. Let us not call out to God 
only when we are feeling parched and lifeless. Turn 
to the One whose love is better than life.

(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
Pr=Priest; D=Doctor; B=Bishop; P=Pope

Living in South Africa we are only too 
familiar with the threat of drought. Hence, 
we are also familiar with the importance 

of dams to conserve water, to control its 
flow  and to facilitate 
the availability of 
water for all forms 
of l i fe. We know 
abou t  s p i l l way s 
a n d  r e s t r i c t e d 
flows of water and 
we have learned 
to harness water 
in the production 
of electricity. The 
earliest known dams 
were constructed 
about 3000 years 
B.C.

In our history, 
secular and sacred, 
w a t e r  a n d  i t s 
presence or absence 
is a constant issue. In 
the creation accounts 
we read how the 
Spirit of God hovered 
over the waters. The 
poetry of the Book of 
Genesis introduces 
us to a divine power 
which is creative. 
When it comes to 
the sacred history of humankind we constantly 
hear about the Spirit of God at work among the 
chosen People, in the Exodus of that people 
from slavery in Egypt, in the settlement of 
the People of God in the Promised Land. The 
Spirit of God is seen to be at work in great 
dramatic moments and in quiet but significant 
moments also. 

The Spirit of God comes into clearer and 
clearer focus in the history of Jesus. Conceived 
by the power of the Spirit, baptized under the 
sign of the Spirit, led by the Spirit into the 
wilderness: the life of Jesus is a life under the 
power of the Spirit. As his life neared its climax 
Jesus was very explicit about the coming of the 
Spirit; Jesus promised an outpouring of the 

Spirit. Even in his death he breathed his Spirit 
on the infant Church at the foot of the Cross.

But all the manifestations of the Spirit, 
like streams of water carefully released from 

the dam, culminated 
in the extraordinary 
outpouring of the 
Spirit when Jesus 
a s c e n d e d  i n t o 
heaven. What may 
be seen as controlled 
expressions of the 
S p i r i t ,  b e c a m e 
a  s a t u r a t i o n  o f 
the Spirit of God 
now acknowledged 
as  p e r s o n a l  i n 
re lat ionship with 
the Father and with 
Jesus, son of God and 
son of Mary.

To this mystery 
we give the name 
“Pentecost”.  
Originally this word 
referred to the Jewish 
Feast of Weeks (a 
celebration of the 
grain harvest); in 
Christian discourse it 
refers to the 50 days 
of the Great Easter 
culminating in the 

outpouring of the Spirit of God.
Pentecost is a feast of fulfilment: there can 

be no limit to the gifts and fruits of the Spirit; 
nor can the workings of the Spirit be curtailed 
or stifled. We do try to enumerate the gifts of 
the Spirit (wisdom, understanding, counsel, 
fortitude, knowledge, piety and fear of the 
Lord) but we all experience many other gifts 
and graces of the Spirit.

That the Crucified, Risen and Ascended Lord 
released the Spirit upon the world is one side of 
the story. How we receive this divine abundance 
and what response we make is another story. 
The truth is that once given, God does not repent 
of his gifts. The spiritual drought is over. The 
water of the Spirit is forever.

Niagara Falls, photo by Alex Conrath from Unsplash (adapted)

What do we do when deep grief 
invades our lives? How do we negotiate 
the unwelcome journey we find 
ourselves on? What do we do with our 
unspeakable pain? Even more, what 
do we do when we have asked God to 
spare the life of our loved one and he 
does not give the answer we hope for?

In this book, Brenda tells the story 
of her journey with grief following 
the untimely death of her mother 
– a journey where she questioned 
God and his goodness, questioned 
whether Jesus was worth following, 
and questioned the relevance of 
Christian life.

R150 plus delivery

A memoir … and a book of 
wisdom.”– Rev. Andy Lambkin

“Brenda reminds us to live 
courageously in the face of 
adversity.”– Fr Mark James O.P.

mailto:janet@rpp.org.za
www.rpp.org.za


                      

St Francis Xavier Catholic Parish 
Father Michael Foley, OMI (Parish Priest) 

C: 072 968 3394 
Deacon Malcolm Wright H: 031 466 4524 
Deacon Carl Emmanuel  C: 082 493 8668 

Patrick Marescia (PPC Chairperson) 
Franklin Ferdinand (Finance Chairperson) 
Office Hours: Open – see notice on door 

P O Box 16004  Bluff  4036  Durban 
Tel:   031 467 0524 Faulty number –  

Please use   031 467 3854 or 
Email:   sfx@telkomsa.net                                                    

Website:  www.stfrancisxavier.org.za

 
Guided by the Holy Spirit, we strive, as a Parish,      

 to grow into disciples of Jesus Christ, 
reaching out in Faith into a wider Community. 

 
 

 

Prayer Circle:   
Contact Jeannette Nicholson  
031 467 7658 / 083 524 5619 
 
 
REPOSITORY IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER 
NOTICE:  
See notice on door for contact numbers for items 
urgently required. 
 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR:    
The seriously sick: 
Dorothea Johns, Anthony Norris, Brian Fuller, Judy 
Willman, Scarlett Wright, Patrick Marx, Andre Herder, 
Michael Tunley, Deacon Carl, Sylvia Whittock, 
Jerelene Naidoo-Chetty and Keith Thorne. 
The Repose of the Soul of: Gerard Thompson 
 

 

 
 
 

 
MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS:         
ONLINE MASSES:   Sunday Masses are available 
online, live-streamed on Facebook from 9am. 
 

MASS INTENTIONS: 
Sat    22 May   5.00pm      Feast of Pentecost                                            
Helena & Family R.I.P. [Lidia Fatima Ferreira] 
Dhunraj Family’s Thanksgiving for the Life of  
                                                           Emma Rose 
Sun   23 May   7.00am    
Brianne Frankson’s Special Intention [Family] 
Michaela Ferdinand’s Birthday [Family] 
Sun   23 May   9.00am      
Helen Vertuin R.I.P. [Family] 
Elizabeth Dimba R.I.P. [Family] 
Pottier Family [Dhunraj Family] 
Mon   24 May  8.00am        
Kenneth Emmanuel R.I.P. [Family] 
Gerard Thompson R.I.P. [Tommy & Michele 
Tue    25 May   5.30pm         
All Parishioners 
Wed   26 May   8.00am        
Dhunraj Family’s Thanksgiving 
Thu    27 May  5.30pm        
Rona Dunn’s Birthday [Family] 
Michelle Theron’s Birthday [Family] 
Basil Stoffels & Richard Theron R.I.P. [Family] 
Fri     28 May   8.00am         
Peyton Hudson’s Birthday [Kaylee Pottier] 
Carl Emmanuel’s Birthday [Family]] 
Sat    29 May   5.00pm            Trinity Sunday                                 
Candice & Ruven Somaroo’s Thanksgiving  
                                                      [Dhunraj Family] 
Ivan & Quintin Plowman R.I.P. [Sheila] 
Sun   30 May   7.00am    
Rhona Buckley’s Birthday [Pottier Family]  
Elizabeth Setebe Special Intentions 
Sun   30 May   9.00am      
Betty Williams [Dhunraj Family] 
Gerard Thompson R.I.P. [Pat Vickers] 
 

 

 
NOTICES:           
PARISH YOUTUBE LINK:   
https://youtube.com/channel/UC7SW37icz8YbjaE3
0omgPw     - Masses will broadcast weekly if we 
are able to reach 1,000 subscribers. We are 
nearing 600 subscribers – please continue to 
encourage your friends and family to subscribe.   
 
 
SOUTHERN CROSS: May issue available at R30 
from the parish office during regular hours,  
February, March and April issues as well. 
 
 
NAZARETH HOUSE, DURBAN:  New Resident 
places available for Frail and Assisted Care, 
Dementia and Independent Living.   Contact 
Francesca Joseph on 031 261 2207 or 071 634 
8858.      
 
 
RETROUVAILLE:  If your Marriage and Family life 
is experiencing any difficulties – no matter how 
small – help is available. The next Retrouvaille 
program, in Durban, is scheduled to start on the 
weekend of 4/6 of June. All Covid 19 protocols will 
be strictly adhered to. For further details, please 
contact Peter and Maire on 0828 500 500 or 
074 134 7335, or visit www.helpourmarriage.org. All 
correspondence is strictly confidential. 
 
 
WELCOME TO THE NEW R.C.I.A./FAITH 
COURSE: Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) – Starting with an Introductory Session at 
7.00pm on Thursday   3  June 2021 in the Parish 
Hall.   For Whom?  - Non-Catholics or Unbaptised 
Adults wishing to join the Catholic Church   or  
Baptised   Adult   Catholics   wishing   to   prepare  
for Confirmation, as well as Already Confirmed 
Parishioners  wishing  to  be  Sponsors  and/or  to  
be updated in their Catholic Faith.  Those interested 
please fill in a blue form available in the box at the 
back of the church and deliver it to the parish office.   
 
 

 
NOTICES:…. 
CHANGE OF SUNDAY MASS TIMES: Due to the 
later sunrise during the winter months our SUNDAY 
Mass times will be slightly altered for the months of  
June, July and August. So from Sunday 6th June 
until the end of August  SUNDAY Masses will be 
at 7:30 and 9:30am. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://youtube.com/channel/UC7SW37icz8YbjaE30omgPw
https://youtube.com/channel/UC7SW37icz8YbjaE30omgPw
http://www.helpourmarriage.org/


FEAST OF PENTECOST 
●   YEAR B  ●  23 MAY 2021 
DIVINE OFFICE: WEEK IV 
DAILY MASS READINGS:   

YEAR I 
 

 

 
 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:  
Wisdom 1:7 
The Spirit of the Lord has filled the 
whole world, and that which contains 
all things understands what is said, 
alleluia.  
 
 
FIRST READING: 
Acts 2:1-11 
When the day of Pentecost had come, 
they were all together in one place. 
And suddenly a sound came from 
heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, 
and it filled all the house where they 
were sitting.  And there appeared to 
them tongues as of fire, distributed 
and resting on each one of them.  And 
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in other tongues, 
as the Spirit gave them utterance.  
Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem 
Jews, devout men from every nation 
under heaven.  And at this sound the 
multitude came together, and they 
were bewildered, because each one 
heard them speaking in his own 
language.   And they were amazed 
and wondered, saying, “Are not all of 
these who are speaking Galileans?” 
And how is it that we hear, each of us 
in his own native language” Parthians 
and Medes and Elamites and 
residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia 
and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 

Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 
visitors from Rome, both Jews and 
proselytes, Cretans and Arabians, we 
hear them telling in our own tongues 
the mighty works of God.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 

 
 
 
PSALM: 
Psalm 104:1. 24. 29-31. 34 
R.  Lord, send forth your Spirit,  
     and renew the face of the earth. 
 

Bless the Lord,  O my soul! 
O Lord my God, how great you are. 
How many are your works, O Lord! 
The earth is full of your creatures. 
  …R 
 
 

You take away their breath, they die, 
returning to the dust from which they 
came. 
You send forth your spirit, and they 
are created, 
and you renew the face of the earth. 
  …R 
 
May the glory of the Lord last forever! 
May the Lord rejoice in his works! 
May my thoughts be pleasing to him. 
I will rejoice in the Lord. 
   …R 
 
 
SECOND READING: 
Galatians 5:16-25 
Brethren: Walk by the Spirit, and do 
not gratify the desires of the flesh.  For 
the desires of the flesh are against the 
 Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are  
against the flesh;  for these are 
opposed to each other, to prevent you 

from doing what you would.  But if you 
are led by the Spirit you are not under 
the law.  Now the works of the flesh 
are plain: immorality, impurity, 
licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, 
enmity, strife, jealously, anger, 
selfishness, dissension, party spirit, 
envy, drunkenness, carousing, and the 
like.  I warn you, as I warned you 
before, that those who do such things 
shall not inherit the kingdom of God.  
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; 
against such there is no law.  And 
those who belong to Christ Jesus have 
crucified the flesh with its passions 
and desires.  If we live by the Spirit, let 
us also walk by the Spirit.  Let us have 
no self-conceit, no provoking of one 
another, no envy of one another. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  
R. Alleluia. 
Come, O Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of 
your faithful; and kindle in them the fire 
of your love.  
R. Alleluia. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

GOSPEL:      
John 15:26-27;  16:12-15 
At that time: Jesus said to his 
disciples, “When the Counsellor 
comes, whom I shall send to you from 
the Father, even the Spirit of truth, 
who proceeds from the Father, he will 
bear witness to me;  and you also are 
witnesses, because you have been 
with me from the beginning. “I have  
yet many things to say to you, but you 
cannot bear them now.  When the 
Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you 
into all the truth; for he will not speak 
on his own authority, but whatever he 
hears he will speak, and he will 
declare to you the things that are to 
come.  He will glorify me, for he will 
take what is mine and declare it to 
you. Amen.  
 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 

 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: 
Acts  2:4.11 
They were all filled with the Holy Spirit 
and spoke of the marvels of God, 
alleluia. 
 


