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The Perseverance Rover’s first drive on Mars, 4 March 2021

Bo
ok

s f
ro

m 
Re

de
mp

tor
ist

 P
as

tor
al 

Pu
bli

ca
tio

ns

Order from our website www.rpp.org.za or email 
orders@rpp.org.za. Enquiries: 082 667 3857.

Live the Word 
T H E  W E E K  A H E A D

Mon 17 May Liturgy of the Day
Acts 19:1-8; Psalm 68; John 16:29-33
How can we conquer the world, like Jesus? By going 
toward it, not running away from it, by receiving all its 
violence, hypocrisy and cruelty and not giving it back. 
Like Jesus, give back love, peace and forgiveness.

Sun 23 May PENTECOST
Acts 2:1-11; Psalm 104; John 15:26-27; 16:12-15
We can all be a bit myopic at times, thinking that 
we are at the centre of things. We are all part of 
a larger reality. The Holy Spirit has descended on 
each of us, uniting us around the Lord's table.

Thu 20 May (St Bernardine of Siena, Pr)  
Acts 22:30; 23:6-11; Psalm 16; John 17:20-26
Through their intuitive nature, children learn far more 
from the actions, body language, choices and 
behaviour of their parents and teachers than they 
do from being told what to do and what not to do.

Wed 19 May Liturgy of the Day
Acts 20:28-38; Psalm 68; John 17:11-19
In this time between Ascension and Pentecost we 
experience the tension of presence-in-absence – 
emptiness and loss that Christ has parted, but that this 
space will become the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit.

Tue 18 May (St John I, PM)  
Acts 20:17-27; Psalm 68; John 17:1-11
Every person out there has a story, a journey that 
they're on. Each of our journeys are different and 
we're all in a different place. Which is why we 
should never judge another. Rather pray for them.

Sat 22 May  (St Rita of Cascia, R)
Acts 28:16-20.30-31; Psalm 11; John 21:20-25
Even though Paul was in chains and under house ar-
rest, he let nothing hinder him from proclaiming God's 
love and goodness. Despite our own "chains" let noth-
ing stop us from being a welcoming presence to all.

(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
P=Pope; M=Martyr; Pr=Priest; R=Religious

Fri 21 May  (Ss Christopher Magallanes, Pr 
& companions, Ms)    

Acts 25:13-21; Psalm 103; John 21:15-19   Gifts take on 
a deeper meaning when we have the graced ability 
to recognise the love behind them. God is present 
wherever kindness, beauty and love are found.

SUNDAY MASS
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
Men of Galilee, why gaze in wonder at the 
heavens? This Jesus whom you saw ascending 
into heaven will return as you saw him go, alleluia.

FIRST READING: Acts 1:1-11.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 47.

RESPONSE:
God has gone up with shouts of joy. The Lord goes 
up with trumpet blast.

1. All peoples, clap your hands.
 Cry to God with shouts of joy!
 For the Lord, the Most High, is awesome,
 the great king over all the earth. ℟
2. God goes up with shouts of joy.
 The Lord goes up with trumpet blast.
 Sing praise for God; sing praise!
 Sing praise to our king; sing praise! ℟
3. God is king of all the earth.
 Sing praise with all your skill.
 God reigns over the nations.
 God sits upon his holy throne. ℟
SECOND READING: Ephesians 4:1-13.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia. Go and make disciples of all 
nations, says the Lord; I am with you always, to 
the close of the age. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Mark 16:15-20.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
Behold, I am with you always, even until the end 
of the age, alleluia.

The Covid 19 pandemic has been headline 
news now for well over a year. Distressing 
news of the number of infections, the daily 

death toll, the various stages of lock-down 
and the medical 
precautions have 
absorbed peoples’ 
attention.

Then in the midst 
of all this came the 
news of the landing 
of a space craft on 
the planet Mars. 
For a moment, the 
human imagination 
was l i f ted to a 
completely diff-
e r e n t  l e v e l . 
Peoples’ vision of 
human ingenuity, 
professional skills 
a n d  l i m i t l e s s 
possibilities came 
back into focus.

The expanding 
hor izons of the 
human sciences is 
a gentle reminder of the expanding horizons 
of the world of the Spirit.

St Paul hints at this theological expansion 
in his letter to the Romans: How rich are the 
depths of God – how deep his wisdom and 
knowledge – and how impossible to penetrate 
his motives or understand his methods! Who 
could ever know the mind of the Lord? Who 
could ever be his counsellor? Who could ever 
give him anything or lend him anything? All 
that exists comes from him; all is by him 
and for him. To him be glory for ever! Amen. 
(11:33-36)

When the crucified Jesus was raised from 
the dead, the mystery of the Incarnation was 
expanded in such a way that the Incarnate 
Word was revealed in the Godhead, far 
above every Sovereignty, Authority, Power 
or Domination… and made him, as ruler of 
everything, the head of the Church; which is 
his body, the fullness of him who fills the whole 
creation. (Ephesians 1:21-23)

The Ascension of Jesus means that in his 
glorified humanity he fills all creation. Paul tries 
again to articulate this mystery in the same 
letter: The one who rose higher than all the 

heavens to fill all 
things is none other 
than the one who 
descended. (4: 10) 
Paul acknowledges 
that the mystery 
of Christ, Crucified, 
Risen and Ascended 
demands a spiritual 
revolution, so that 
you can put on 
the new self that 
has been created 
in God’s way, in 
the goodness and 
ho l iness  o f  the 
truth. (verse 24)

Just as it difficult 
for us to get our 
heads around the 
d i s t a n c e  f r o m 
E a r t h  t o  M a r s 
(222,92 mi l l ion 

km), so it is a challenge to appreciate the 
inspired insights of the early Church. We can 
but hint at some implications of the mystery 
of the Ascension.

The mystery of the Ascension of the Risen 
Christ touches every disciple in whom Christ 
is living. Filling all creation, he fills our lives. 
We are caught up in an expanding spiritual 
world. The indwelling of Jesus in our hearts is 
not simply a consoling devotion, it is a reality 
which embraces us, a way that shapes us, a 
truth that informs us, and a God-possessed 
life.

Filling all creation, there is a cosmic 
dimension to our faith such that nothing 
created is alien to us: all is touched by grace, 
ultimately all is holy.

The implications of the Ascension for 
Christian living, for the emergence of the New 
Testament writings, for the transformation of 
matter, for our Eucharistic relationship with 
God and one another, are infinite.

R100
plus delivery

“These re f l e c t i ons 
on animals and what 
they teach us i s  a 
masterpiece”, writes 
Pro f .  Tony Ke l l y,  a 
prominent theologian 
known for his own use of 
stories. The title comes 
from God’s advice to Job 
in Job 12:7 – “Ask the 
animals and they will 
teach you.” Written for 
children, Father Larry 
Kaufmann is sure that 
all age groups will enjoy 
the book. 

mailto:janet@rpp.org.za
www.rpp.org.za


                      

St Francis Xavier Catholic Parish 
Father Michael Foley, OMI (Parish Priest) 

C: 072 968 3394 
Deacon Malcolm Wright H: 031 466 4524 
Deacon Carl Emmanuel  C: 082 493 8668 

Patrick Marescia (PPC Chairperson) 
Franklin Ferdinand (Finance Chairperson) 
Office Hours: Open – see notice on door 

P O Box 16004  Bluff  4036  Durban 
Tel:   031 467 0524 Faulty number –  

Please use   031 467 3854 or 
Email:   sfx@telkomsa.net                                                    

Website:  www.stfrancisxavier.org.za

 
Guided by the Holy Spirit, we strive, as a Parish,      

 to grow into disciples of Jesus Christ, 
reaching out in Faith into a wider Community. 

 

Prayer Circle:   
Contact Jeannette Nicholson  
031 467 7658 / 083 524 5619 
 

REPOSITORY IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER 
NOTICE:  
See notice on door for contact numbers for items 
urgently required. 
 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:   The seriously sick: 
Dorothea Johns, Anthony Norris, Brian Fuller, Judy 
Willman, Scarlett Wright, Patrick Marx, Andre Herder, 
Michael Tunley, Deacon Carl, Jerelene Naidoo-Chetty 
& Sylvia Whittock. 
 

 

 
MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS:         
ONLINE MASSES:   Sunday Masses are available 
online, live-streamed on Facebook from 9am. 
 

MASS INTENTIONS: 
Sat    15 May   5.00pm   Feast of the Ascension                                             
All Parishioners 
Sun   16 May   7.00am     
Liz & Norman Dhunraj [Pottier Family] 
Leslie Pierce R.I.P.  [Emmanuel Family] 
Antonio & Maria Caetano’s Thanksgiving 
Sun   16 May   9.00am      
Helen (Tussie) Paul R.I.P. [Thompson Family] 
Verna Ogle’s Special Intention 
Megan & Kristica’s Special Intention 
Mon   17 May  8.00am        
Lilly & Betty’s Special Intention 
Tue    18 May   5.30pm         
Kristen Paulson’s Birthday [Frankson Family 
Wed   19 May   8.00am        
Brent Thompson’s Birthday. [Family] 
Thompson Family’s Thanksgiving to God for the 
Gift of Life 
Thu    20 May  5.30pm        
June Kennedy R.I.P.  [Martin, Kennedy & 
                                                Ahrens Families] 
Fri     21 May   8.00am         
Winsome Penn R.I.P. [Clark, King & Ahrens  
                                                                Families] 
Holy Souls & Deceased Members of FOSS [Margo  
                                                                       Torr] 
Sat    22 May   5.00pm   Feast of Pentecost                                            
Helena & Family R.I.P. [Lidia Fatima Ferreira] 
Dhunraj Family’s Thanksgiving for the Life of  
                                                           Emma Rose 
Sun   23 May   7.00am    
Brianne Frankson’s Special Intention [Family] 
Michaela Ferdinand’s Birthday [Family] 
Sun   23 May   9.00am      
Helen Vertuin R.I.P.  Family] 
Pottier Family [Dhunraj Family] 
 

THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS: 
Mon   17 May  
6.00pm     COVID Team Meeting – Hall 
This meeting is open to any other parishioners who 
wish to join the Covid team. 

 
NOTICES:           
PARISH YOUTUBE LINK:  Please Subscribe -
Masses will broadcast weekly if we are able to 
reach 1,000 subscribers. We are presently only 
on 512 subscribers.  Use the link below to go 
directly to the channel,  “Subscribe“, and access the 
notification bell to be notified on your phone as 
soon as any new content is uploaded. Note that this 
is free and at any point in time you may 
Unsubscribe should you choose. 
https://youtube.com/channel/UC7SW37icz8Ybj-
aE30omgPw 
 
SOUTHERN CROSS: May issue available at R30 
from the parish office during regular hours.  
February, March and April issues as well. 
 
NAZARETH HOUSE, DURBAN:  New Resident 
places available for Frail and Assisted Care, 
Dementia and Independent Living.   Contact 
Francesca Joseph on 031 261 2207 or 071 634 
8858.      
 
RETROUVAILLE:  If your Marriage and Family life 
is experiencing any difficulties – no matter how 
small – help is available. The next Retrouvaille 
program, in Durban, is scheduled to start on the 
weekend of 4/6 of June. All Covid 19 protocols will 
be strictly adhered to. For further details, please 
contact Peter and Maire on 0828 500 500 or 
074 134 7335, or visit www.helpourmarriage.org. All 
correspondence is strictly confidential. 
 
WELCOME TO THE NEW R.C.I.A./FAITH 
COURSE: Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) – Starting with an Introductory Session at 
7.00pm on Thursday   3  June 2021 in the Parish 
Hall.   For Whom?  - Non-Catholics or Unbaptised 
Adults wishing to join the Catholic Church   or  
Baptised   Adult   Catholics   wishing   to   prepare  
for Confirmation, as well as Already Confirmed 
Parishioners  wishing  to  be  Sponsors  and/or  to  
be updated in their Catholic Faith.  Those interested 
please fill in a blue form available in the box at the 
back of the church and deliver it to the parish office.   
 

 
NOTICES:…. 
CHANGE OF SUNDAY MASS TIMES: Due to the 
later sunrise during the winter months our SUNDAY 
Mass times will be slightly altered for the months of 
June, July and August.  So from Sunday 6th June 
SUNDAY Masses will be at 7:30 and 9:30am.  
 
 
 

 
 

 

So then the Lord Jesus, after he  
had spoken to them, was taken up  
into heaven, and sat down at the 

 right hand of God. 
 
 

 

https://youtube.com/channel/UC7SW37icz8Ybj-aE30omgPw
https://youtube.com/channel/UC7SW37icz8Ybj-aE30omgPw
http://www.helpourmarriage.org/


FEAST OF THE ASCENSION 
●   YEAR B  ●  16 MAY 2021 
DIVINE OFFICE: WEEK III 
DAILY MASS READINGS:   

YEAR I 
 

 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:  
Acts 1:11 
Men of Galilee, why gaze in wonder at 
the heavens?  This Jesus whom you 
saw ascending into heaven will return 
as you saw him go, alleluia.  
 
FIRST READING: 
Acts 1:1-11 
In the first book, O Theophilus, I have 
dealt with all that Jesus began to do 
and teach, until the day when he was 
taken up, after he had given 
commandment through the Holy Spirit 
to the apostles whom he had chosen.  
To them he presented himself alive 
after his passion by many proofs, 
appearing to them during forty days, 
and speaking of the kingdom of God.  
And while staying with them he 
charged not to depart from Jerusalem, 
but to wait for the promise of the 
Father, which he said, “you heard from 
me, for John baptised with water, but 
before many days you shall be 
baptised with the Holy Spirit.”  So 
when they had come together, they 
asked him, “Lord, will you at this time 
restore the kingdom to Israel?”  He 
said to them, “It is not for you to know 
times or seasons which the Father has 
fixed by his own authority.  But you 
shall receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you 
shall  be  my witnesses in Jerusalem  
 

and in all Judea and Samaria and to 
the end of the earth.”  And when he 
had said this, as they were looking on, 
he was lifted up, and a cloud took him 
out of their sight.  And while they were 
gazing into heaven as he went, 
behold, two men stood by them in 
white robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, 
why do you stand looking into 
heaven?  This Jesus, who was taken 
from you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into 
heaven.” 
The word of the Lord. 

 
 
 
PSALM: 
Psalm 47:2-3. 6-9 
R.  God has gone up with shouts of 
      joy, 
     The Lord goes up with trumpet  
     blast . 
 

All peoples, clap your hands. 
Cry to God with shouts of joy! 
For the Lord, the Most High, is 
awesome, 
the great king over all the earth. 
  …R 
 
 

God goes up with shouts of joy. 
The Lord goes up with trumpet blast. 
Sing praise for God, sing praise! 
Sing praise to our king, sing praise!. 
  …R 
 
God is king of all the earth. 
Sing praise with all your skill. 
God reigns over the nations. 
God sits upon his holy throne. 
   …R 
 
 

SECOND READING: 
Ephesians 4:1-13 
Brethren: I therefore, a prisoner for the 
Lord, beg you to walk in a manner 
worthy of the calling to which you have 
been called, with all lowliness and 
meekness, with patience, forbearing 
one another in love, eager to maintain 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace.  There is one body and one 
Spirit, just as you were called  to the 
one hope that belongs to your call, 
one Lord, on faith, one baptism, one 
God and Father of us all, who is above 
all and through all and in all.  But 
grace was given to each of us 
according to the measure of Christ’s 
gift. 
 
Therefore it is said, “When he 
ascended on high he led a host of 
captives, and he gave gifts to men.”  
(In saying, “He ascended,” what does 
it mean but that he had also 
descended into the lower parts of the 
earth?  He who descended is he who 
also ascended far above all the 
heavens, that he might fill all things.) 
 
And his gifts were that some should be 
apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, some pastors and 
teachers, for the equipment of the 
saints, for the work of ministry, for 
building up the body of Christ, until we 
all attain to the unity of the faith and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, to 
mature manhood, to the measure of 
the stature of the fullness of Christ. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  
Matthew 28:19-20 
R. Alleluia. 
Go and make disciples of all the 
nations, says the Lord; I am with you 
always, to the close of the age.  
R. Alleluia. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

GOSPEL:      
Mark 16:15-20 
At that time: [Jesus, appearing to the 
Eleven,] said to them, “Go into all the 
world and preach the Gospel to the 
whole creation.  He who believes and 
is baptised will be saved; but he who 
does not believe will be condemned.  
And these signs will accompany those 
who believe; in my name they will cast 
out demons;  they will speak in new 
tongues;  they will pick up serpents, 
and they drink any deadly thing, it will 
not hurt them;  they will lay their hands 
on the sick, and they will recover.”  So 
then the Lord Jesus, after he had 
spoken to them, was taken up into 
heaven, and sat down at the right 
hand of God.  And they went forth and 
preached everywhere while Lord 
worked with them and confirmed the 
message by the signs that attended it. 
Amen.  
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: 
Matthew  28:20 
Behold, I am with you always, even 
until the end of the age, alleluia. 
 


