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SUNDAY MASS
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
Proclaim a joyful sound and let it be heard; 
proclaim to the ends of the earth: the Lord has 
freed his people, alleluia.

FIRST READING: Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 98.

RESPONSE:
The Lord has shown his deliverance to the nations.

1. O sing a new song to the Lord,
 for he has worked wonders.
 His right hand and his holy arm
 have brought salvation. ℟
2. The Lord has made known his salvation,
 has shown his deliverance to the nations.
 He has remembered his merciful love
 and his truth for the house of Israel. ℟
3. All the ends of the earth have seen
 the salvation of our God.
 Shout to the Lord, all the earth;
 break forth into joyous song,
 and sing out your praise. ℟
SECOND READING: 1 John 4:7-10.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia. If a man loves me, he will keep 
my word, says the Lord; and my Father will love 
him, and we will come to him. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: John 15:9-17.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
If you love me, keep my commandments, says 
the Lord, and I will ask the Father and he will 
send you another Paraclete, to abide with you 
for ever, alleluia.
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EASTER SPIRIT

6th Sunday of Easter  Year B 
Divine Office: Week II  9 May 2021

Easter Friendship

Photo by Sharefaith from Pexels

Sixth-century Coptic icon of Jesus with Saint 
Menas, also known as the Friendship Icon

Live the Word 
T H E  W E E K  A H E A D

Mon 10 May Liturgy of the Day
Acts 16:11-15; Psalm 149; John 15:26–16:4
God is constantly reaching out to us to let us know 
that we are beloved. We were in the mind of God 
long before we were born – our very selves, each 
of us, called by name. How do we respond?

Sun 16 May ASCENSION OF THE LORD
Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47; Mark 16:15-20
We should never fool ourselves that somehow visual 
evidence puts all doubts to rest. Faith and doubt 
quite often exist together. And even if we doubt, 
our worship is what matters in the end.

Fri 14 May  ST MATTHIAS, A
Acts 1:15-17.20-26; Psalm 113; John 15:9-17

Grief, pain and adversity are always unwelcome in-
truders in our lives. But these "intruders" can become 
a catalyst for change in our lives for the good, and 
even bring joy (as Jesus promises) – if we allow it!

Thu 13 May (Our Lady of Fatima)  
Acts 18:1-8; Psalm 98; John 16:16-20
Scripture constantly reminds us that there is a place 
for each of us in the reign of God. God invites us to 
put our talents into service to build up the Body of 
Christ in our time and place. How can you respond?

Wed 12 May (Ss Nereus & Achilleus, Ms)
Acts 17:15.22–18:1; Psalm 148; John 16:12-15
When you read the Scriptures, don't be surprised 
that unexpected insights should come to you. Dwell 
on these insights in your heart – this is God speaking 
to you and in you – and bring them into your prayer.

Tue 11 May Liturgy of the Day  
Acts 16:22-34; Psalm 138; John 16:5-11
The Advocate that Jesus sends us actually means that 
he did not leave us, but lives in and through us. Do we 
really comprehend that in offering a kind word or a 
helping hand, we are being Christ to one another?

Sat 15 May  Liturgy of the Day
Acts 18:23-28; Psalm 47; John 16:23-28
Close friends know what they can expect from 
one another. They come to know one another’s 
thoughts. And so it is with God, too. Quiet prayer 
and reflection will reveal God’s thoughts to us.

(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
Ms=Martyrs; A=Apostle

Last year Pope Francis published an 
encyclical letter Fratelli Tutti on Fraternity 
and Social Friendship. While the letter was 

long and very far-reaching, and people are 
still “digesting” its 
significance, it is clear 
that social friendship 
is rooted in personal 
friendship, which for 
Pope Francis and for 
Christians is itself 
rooted in friendship 
with Jesus.

Whi le  most  o f 
u s  h a v e  m a n y 
acquaintances, 
people we may meet 
every day, many 
peop le  s t rugg le 
to have a real ly 
deep fr iendship. 
Unfortunately, 
experience teaches 
that even within 
marriage authentic 
friendship cannot be 
taken for granted.

P o p e  F r a n c i s 
often speaks about 
human friendship 
and how it is related 
to friendship with Jesus. Some of his insights 
can throw light on what we could call Easter 
Friendship, or Friendship in the light of the 
Resurrection Life.

1.Friends share secrets. A mark of genuine 
friendship is the ability to share everything. If 
you can open your heart to another person and 
if you can receive another person’s confidences 
then you know that friendship has taken root.

We open our hearts to Jesus in prayer and in 
silent presence. He is part of our lives: we sit 
with him and he with us and we can rejoice in 
our relationship. Prayer (with or without words) 
is the oxygen of our friendship with Jesus.

2. Friends do not abandon one another. 
“When you love someone” Pope Francis says, 
“you want to be there at their side, to care for 
them and help them”.  To abandon a friend is 

to call into question if the friendship was real.
Jesus never abandons us. No matter what we 

do, he never gives up on us. Clearly, he does not 
force us or impose himself on us; he is always 

ready to welcome 
us back should we 
have strayed from 
him. Remember how 
Jesus treated Peter 
when they met after 
the Resurrection.

3. Friends defend 
one another. Pope 
Francis speaks from 
experience when he 
says, “We all make 
errors and mistakes, 
thousands of them”. 
Real friends stand 
up for one another 
and are delighted 
to defend the good 
name of their friend.

Jesus lives now to 
make intercession for 
us (Hebrews 7:25). 
The eternal presence 
of the Crucified and 
Risen Jesus before 
the Father is an 
eternal prayer for all 

humanity: that the Father’s Kingdom may come, 
that the Father’s will be done.

4. Friends avoid “smoke and mirrors”.  
The trickery and illusions which have often 
characterized political or financial dealings have 
no place in authentic friendship. Real friendship 
is not based on fleeting fashions or passing 
whims. It is rooted in truth.

Jesus shares his own joy, eternal and 
heavenly joy with all his friends. He not only 
laid down his life for us but he has prepared a 
lasting life of joy and holiness for us with his 
divine family.

Jesus has chosen us as his friends: when 
someone opens their heart to us in love and 
friendship, it is easy and natural to respond with 
joy.  “I have called you friends” is his personal 
Easter message to each of us today.
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Order from our website www.rpp.org.za or email 
orders@rpp.org.za. Enquiries: 082 667 3857.

R300 plus delivery

A book of paintings by deafblind 
Rabbi-Priest Cyril Axelrod with 
reflections on each painting by 
friends who know him.

Fr Cyril celebrated 50 years as 
a priest in November 2020 and 
this book has been compiled as a 
tribute to him and his amazing life.

“Cyril has never seen a single 
painting which he himself created. 
Instead, he invites you to use your 
own gift of eyesight to see them.

But beyond that, to experience 
them with “heart-sight”, as he 
does.

mailto:janet@rpp.org.za
www.rpp.org.za


                      

St Francis Xavier Catholic Parish 
Father Michael Foley, OMI (Parish Priest) 

C: 072 968 3394 
Deacon Malcolm Wright H: 031 466 4524 
Deacon Carl Emmanuel  C: 082 493 8668 

Patrick Marescia (PPC Chairperson) 
Franklin Ferdinand (Finance Chairperson) 
Office Hours: Open – see notice on door 

P O Box 16004  Bluff  4036  Durban 
Tel:   031 467 0524 Faulty number –  

Please use   031 467 3854 or 
Email:   sfx@telkomsa.net                                                    

Website:  www.stfrancisxavier.org.za

 
Guided by the Holy Spirit, we strive, as a Parish,      

 to grow into disciples of Jesus Christ, 
reaching out in Faith into a wider Community. 

 

Prayer Circle:   
Contact Jeannette Nicholson  
031 467 7658 / 083 524 5619 
 

REPOSITORY IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER 
NOTICE:  
See notice on door for contact numbers for items 
urgently required. 
 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:   The seriously sick: 
Dorothea Johns, Anthony Norris, Brian Fuller, Judy 
Willman, Scarlett Wright, Patrick Marx, Andre Herder, 
Michael Tunley, Deacon Carl, Jerelene Naidoo-Chetty 
& Sylvia Whittock. 
 

 

 

MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS:         
ONLINE MASSES:   Sunday Masses are available 
online, live-streamed on Facebook from 9am. 
 

MASS INTENTIONS: 
Sat    08 May   5.00pm 
Lisa & Sophia Summers’ Birthday [Family] 
Thanksgiving for Basil Thompson’s Healing [Pottier 
                                                                    [Family] 
Cyril Vere’s 50th Birthday [Family]                                                                    
Sun   09 May   7.00am                                                       
All Mother’s [Brianne Frankson] 
All Sisters of St Dominic’s [Thompson Family] 
Ben Newton & Julian Thompson’s Special  
                                    Intentions [Mary Anne Field] 
Sun   09 May   9.00am      
Joy Jones R.I.P. [Family] 
Rosemary Ann Johnson R.I.P. [Munsami Family] 
Peter & Pearl Goodman’s 31st Wedding 
Anniversary & Zacharia King’s Birthday [Family] 
Mon   10 May  8.00am        
Marzio Ascanelli R.I.P. [Lilly & Betty] 
Fr Mike [Pottier Family] 
Tue    11 May   5.30pm         
All Parishioners 
Wed  12 May   8.00am        
Rosemary Ann Johnson R.I.P. [Munsami Family] 
Thu   13 May  5.30pm        
Lucy & Manuel De Gouveia R.I.P. [John De  
                                                             Gouveia] 
Jo & Baby Kennedy R.I.P.  [Martin, Kennedy & 
                                                Ahrens Families] 
Fri     14 May   8.00am         
Alain Paulson’s Special Intentions [Frankson  
                                                               Family] 
Sat    15 May   5.00pm 
All Parishioners 
Sun   16 May   7.00am    Feast of the Ascension                                             
Liz & Norman Dhunraj [Pottier Family] 
Leslie Pierce R.I.P.  [Emmanuel Family] 
Antonio & Maria Caetano’s Thanksgiving 
Sun   16 May   9.00am      
Helen (Tussie) Paul R.I.P. [Thompson Family] 
Verna Ogle’s Special Intention 
Megan & Kristica’s Special Intention 
 

 

 
NOTICES:           
PARISH YOUTUBE LINK:  Please Subscribe -
Masses will broadcast weekly if we are able to 
reach 1,000 subscribers. We are presently only 
on 356 subscribers.  Use the link below to go 
directly to the channel,  “Subscribe“, and access the 
notification bell to be notified on your phone as 
soon as any new content is uploaded. Note that this 
is free and at any point in time you may 
Unsubscribe should you choose. 
https://youtube.com/channel/UC7SW37icz8Ybj-
aE30omgPw 
 
SOUTHERN CROSS: May issue available at R30 
from the parish office during regular hours.  
February, March and April issues as well. 
 
NAZARETH HOUSE, DURBAN:  New Resident 
places available for Frail and Assisted Care, 
Dementia and Independent Living.   Contact 
Francesca Joseph on 031 261 2207 or 071 634 
8858. 
 
         
THANKS: From Basil & Carmel Thompson and 
Family, for all the prayers, messages and well-
wishes received for Basil during his recent illness 
and surgery. 
 
 
PARISH OFFICE BLOCK EXTENSION: The final 
date for submission of quotations for this work is 
this FRIDAY 14 MAY 2021. Contact Arthur King on 
082 652 7010. 
 
 
RETROUVAILLE:  If your Marriage and Family life 
is experiencing any difficulties – no matter how 
small – help is available. The next Retrouvaille 
program, in Durban, is scheduled to start on the 
weekend of 4/6 of June. All Covid 19 protocols will 
be strictly adhered to. For further details, please 
contact Peter and Maire on 0828 500 500 or 
074 134 7335, or visit www.helpourmarriage.org. All 
correspondence is strictly confidential. 
 

 
NOTICES…..         

 
 

MOTHERS’ DAY:   We wish all our mothers and 
Our Blessed Mother, Mary, a wonderful and 
Blessed Mothers’ Day.  We pray that all mothers 
around the world may receive the Holy Spirit's gifts 
of wisdom, strength, and joy, and pass on the 
abundance of love God has graced them with. 
 
FEAST OF THE ASCENSION:  Next Thursday, 13 
May, is the Feast of the Ascension.  In South 
Africa this feast has been moved to the 
following Sunday (7th Sunday of Easter), 15 May 
2021. 
 

 
 

https://youtube.com/channel/UC7SW37icz8Ybj-aE30omgPw
https://youtube.com/channel/UC7SW37icz8Ybj-aE30omgPw
http://www.helpourmarriage.org/


6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
●   YEAR B  ●  9 MAY 2021 
DIVINE OFFICE: WEEK II 
DAILY MASS READINGS:   

YEAR I 
 

 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:  
Isaiah 28:40 
Proclaim a joyful sound and let it be 
heard; proclaim to the ends of the 
earth: the Lord has freed his people, 
alleluia.  
 
FIRST READING: 
Acts 10:25-26. 34-35. 44-48 
When Peter entered, Cornelius met 
him and fell down at his feet and 
worshipped him.  But Peter lifted him 
up, saying, “Stand up; I too am a 
man.”  And Peter opened his mouth 
and said, “Truly I perceive that God 
shows no partiality, but in every nation 
any one who fears him and does what 
is right is acceptable to him.”  While 
Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit 
fell on all who heard the word.  And 
the believers from among the 
circumcised who came with Peter 
were amazed, because the gift of the 
Holy Spirit had been poured out even 
on the Gentiles.  For they heard them 
speaking in tongues and extolling 
God.   Then Peter declared. “Can any 
one forbid water for baptising these 
people who have received the Holy 
Spirit just as we have?”  And he 
commanded them to be baptised in 
the name of Jesus Christ.  Then they 
asked him to remain for some days. 
 
The word of the Lord. 

 
 

 
 
PSALM: 
Psalm 98:1-4 
R.   The Lord has shown his  
        deliverance to the nations. 
 

O sing a new song to the Lord,  
for he has worked wonders. 
His right hand and his holy arm 
have brought salvation. 
  …R 
 
 

The Lord has made known his 
salvation, 
has shown his deliverance to the 
nations. 
He has remembered his merciful love 
and his truth for the house of Israel. 
  …R 
 
All the ends of the earth have seen 
the salvation of our God. 
Shout to the Lord, all the earth; 
break forth into joyous song, 
and sing out your praise. 
   …R 
 
 
 

SECOND READING: 
1 John 4:7-10 
Beloved, let us love one another; for 
love is of God, and he who loves is 
born of God and knows God.  He who 

does not love does not know God, for 
God is love.  In this the love of God 
was made manifest among us, that 
God sent his only-begotten Son into 
the world, so that we might live 
through him.  In this is love, not that 
we loved God but that he loved us and 
sent his Son to be the expiation for our 
sins. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  
John 14:23 
R. Alleluia. 
If a man loves me, he will keep my 
word, says the Lord; and my Father 
will love him, and we will come to him.  
R. Alleluia. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

GOSPEL:      
John 15:9-17 
At that time: Jesus said to his 
disciples, “As the Father has loved me, 
so have I loved you; abide in my love.  
If you keep my commandments, you 
will abide in my love, just as I have 
kept my Father’s commandments and 
abide in his love.  These things I have 
spoken to you, that my joy may be in 

you, and that your joy may be full.  
“This is my commandment, that you 
love one another as I have loved you.  
Greater love has no man that this, that 
a man lay down his life for his friends.  
You are my friends if you do what I 
command you.  No longer do I call you 
servants, for the servant does not 
know what his master is doing; but I 
have called you friends, for all that I 
have heard from my Father I have 
made known to you.  You did not 
choose me, but I chose you and 
appointed you so that you should go 
and bear fruit and that your fruit should 
abide; so whatever you ask the Father 
in my name he may give it to you. This 
I command you, to love one another.” 
 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: 
John 14:15-16 
If you love me, keep my 
commandments, says the Lord, and I 
will ask the Father and he will send 
you another Paraclete, to abide with 
you for ever, alleluia. 
 

 

 


