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SUNDAY MASS
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
O sing a new song to the Lord, for he has worked 
wonders; in the sight of the nations he has shown 
his deliverance, alleluia.

FIRST READING: Acts 9:26-31.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 22.

RESPONSE:
You are my praise, Lord, in the great assembly.

1. My vows I will pay before those who fear him.
	 The	poor	shall	eat	and	shall	have	their	fill.
 They shall praise the Lord, those who seek him.
 May their hearts live on forever and ever! ℟
2. All the earth shall remember and return to 

the Lord,
 all families of the nations worship before him.
 They shall worship him, all the mighty of the earth;
 before him shall bow all who go down to the 

dust. ℟
3. And my soul shall live for him, my descendants 

serve him.
 they shall tell of the Lord to generations yet to come,
 declare his saving justice to peoples yet unborn;
 ‘These are the things the Lord has done’. ℟
SECOND READING: 1 John 3:18-24.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia. Abide in me, and I in you, says the 
Lord; he who abides in me bears much fruit. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: John 15:1-8.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
I am the true vine and you are the branches, says 
the Lord. Whoever remains in me, and I in him, 
bears fruit in plenty, alleluia.
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Live the Word 
T H E  W E E K  A H E A D

Mon 3 May  SS PHILIP & JAMES, As
1 Corinthians 15:1-8; Psalm 19; John 14:6-14
We	often	take	too	much	pride	in	our	abilities.	Instead	
of patting ourselves on the back for what we accom-
plish, we would do better to thank God for the gifts 
we have been given and to use them in his service.

Sun 9 May 6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 10:25-26.34-35.44-48; Psalm 98; John 15:9-17
Many of our most common actions and words 
become thoughtless and meaningless, due to rep-
etition – and sometimes with our prayers, too! Don't 
pray mindlesssly on autopilot, pray from the heart.

Fri 7 May  Liturgy of the Day
Acts 15:22-31; Psalm 57; John 15:12-17

"Love one another" – three little words that take us a 
lifetime to put into practice. But Jesus raises the bar: 
"as I love you", i.e. compassionately, inclusively, un-
conditionally, joyfully, consistently, and unto death.

Thu 6 May Liturgy of the Day  
Acts 15:7-21; Psalm 96; John 15:9-11
During these times of Covid, we are often weighed 
down by anxiety, stress and concerns. But no matter 
how much life changes, always remember that Jesus is 
our anchor, our rock, our place of true joy and peace.

Wed 5 May Liturgy of the Day
Acts 15:1-6; Psalm 122; John 15:1-8
Many	of	us	try	to	be	self-sufficient	and	take	care	of	
everything	on	our	own.	We	like	to	be	independent,	
and	even	find	ourselves	resisting	God's	help.	But	Je-
sus	puts	it	bluntly:	"Without	me	you	can	do	nothing."

Tue 4 May Liturgy of the Day  
Acts 14:19-28; Psalm 145; John 14:27-31
"Do not be afraid" is one of the most frequent man-
dates in Scripture, and one of the most important. This 
is the good news of Jesus risen and alive in this Easter 
season, and always: "Fear not, for I am with you."

Sat 8 May  Liturgy of the Day
Acts 16:1-10; Psalm 100; John 15:18-21
Not only do our values as Christians sometimes 
clash with those around us, but popular culture 
mocks and even tramples on some of them. Jesus 
reminds us that if the world hates us, to love it back.

(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
As=Apostles

I recently received a gift of a bottle of wine.  
It came from a Stellenbosch wine estate 
dating from 1693. Eight generations of the 

same family have been producing wine for 328 
years. The bottle I was given is dated 2016 
and the label assured me that it will “benefit 
from further bottle maturation for up to twenty 
years from vintage date”. I don’t think I need 
wait that long!

This particular gift came to mind in 
thinking about the immensely long history 
of wine making and about the great care 
that has to be taken in the process. There is 
the clearing of the ground and preparation 
of the soil, the protection of the vines with 
walls or hedges, the weeding and watering, 
the pruning and collecting of the grapes 
and all the intricate processes of going from 
grapes to wine.

We might say that the Judeo-Christian 
Scriptures are steeped in viniculture. 
References to the people of Israel as the Vine 
of God abound. Throughout the Prophets and 
the Psalms there are references to vines and 
wines, to the joy of God in the joys of wine “to 
cheer the human heart”.

But it is not all sweetness and light; too often 
the “vine of God” has been neglected, spoiled, 
ruined. Too often the Vine of Israel produced 
sour grapes. Too often, in the Scriptures, we 
find that Israel failed to produce good fruit.

In the New Testament we discover that the 
ancient imagery of the vine is reworked in an 
unexpected way. Jesus presents himself as the 
true vine, planted by the Father, surrounded 
with care and pruned to bear abundant fruit. 
The New Vine flourishes when new branches 
grow; these new branches are in the first 
instances the apostles, the disciples, all 
who abide in Christ. This True Vine spreads 
throughout humanity to the greater glory of 
God.

The words of Jesus at the Last Supper take 
on a paschal tonality when pondered in the 
blazing light of Easter. Through the imagery of 
being grafted onto the True Vine we discover 
that the Risen Lord abides in us and we in him.

Two vivid implications become clear. “Those 
who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit”.  
The Risen indwelling Lord bears fruit though us, 
if we but let him. In Jesus we are challenged to 
let God live in us, to let Jesus be alive within us.

 But this is balanced by the warning: 
“Whoever does not abide in me is thrown 
away like a branch and withers”. It is the age-
old choice running through both Testaments: 
choose life or death, choose blessing or curse, 
choose good or evil.

The Easter Vine produces the sacramental 
Blood of Christ and brings joy to our hearts 
and souls. We become alive in him and with 
him we give glory to the Father.

Easter 
Vine
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Mary, the mother of Jesus, is recorded 
minimally in Scripture. Yet her words are 
filled with significance and rich meaning 
that can easily be misunderstood or 
misinterpreted by untrained hearers.

Gary Zimak explores both the 
spoken and unspoken words that Mary 
is recorded to have said and acted upon 
in the gospel narratives. The Word of God 
reaps manifold fruits in those who hear. 
Are we able to listen and understand 
the words of Mary in Scripture with 
open hearts?

Our Lady is a woman of few words, 
but when pondering with our hearts, we 
begin to understand that wisdom often 
begins in silence.
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Order from our website www.rpp.org.za or email 
orders@rpp.org.za. Enquiries: 082 667 3857.

R175 plus delivery
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St Francis Xavier Catholic Parish 
Father Michael Foley, OMI (Parish Priest) 

C: 072 968 3394 
Deacon Malcolm Wright H: 031 466 4524 
Deacon Carl Emmanuel  C: 082 493 8668 

Patrick Marescia (PPC Chairperson) 
Franklin Ferdinand (Finance Chairperson) 
Office Hours: Open – see notice on door 

P O Box 16004  Bluff  4036  Durban 
Tel:   031 467 0524 Faulty number –  

Please use   031 467 3854 or 
Email:   sfx@telkomsa.net                                                    

Website:  www.stfrancisxavier.org.za

 
Guided by the Holy Spirit, we strive, as a Parish,      

 to grow into disciples of Jesus Christ, 
reaching out in Faith into a wider Community. 

 

Prayer Circle:   
Contact Jeannette Nicholson  
031 467 7658 / 083 524 5619 
 

REPOSITORY IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER 
NOTICE:  
See notice on door for contact numbers for items 
urgently required. 
 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:   The seriously sick: 
Dorothea Johns, Anthony Norris, Brian Fuller, Judy 
Willman, Scarlett Wright, Patrick Marx, Andre Herder, 
Michael Tunley, Basil Thompson, Deacon Carl, 
Jerelene Naidoo-Chetty & Sylvia Whittock. 
 

 

 
MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS:         
ONLINE MASSES:   Sunday Masses are available 
online, live-streamed on Facebook from 9am. 
 

MASS INTENTIONS: 
Sat    01 May   5.00pm 
Brianne Frankson’s Anniversary of Baptism [Family] 
Brian & Cathy Frankson’s Wedding Anniversary 
                                                               [Family] 
Maria Caetano’s Thanksgiving to St Joseph the  
Sun   02 May   7.00am                               Worker 
All Parishioners 
Sun   02 May   9.00am      
Thanksgiving for Deacon Carl’s Healing [Pottier  
                                                                 Family] 
All Past Parish Priests [Lilly & Betty] 
Sun   02 May   11.00am  (First Holy Communion) 
Leah Henry on her First Holy Communion [Mum & 
                                                                      Dad] 
All the First Holy Communicants  
Mon   03 May  8.00am        
Calem Harold’s Birthday [Emmanuel Family] 
Sr Melanie Green-Thompson OP, R.I.P. [Dominican  
                                                                   Sisters] 
Tue    04 May   5.30pm         
Barry & Elizabeth Kirk-Fuller’s Wedding  
                                                     Anniversary [Lilly] 
Sr Francesca OP, R.I.P. [Dominican Sisters] 
Wed   05 May   8.00am        
Vimbai Gobo’s Birthday [Brianne] 
Carl & Charmaine Emmanuel’s Wedding  
                                                Anniversary {Family] 
Victor Graham Smith R.I.P. [Ferdinand Family] 
Thu    06 May  5.30pm        
Reginald Pottier [Family] 
Fri     07 May   8.00am         
Pravisha Sissing’s Birthday [Family] 
Holy Souls & Deceased Members of FOSS [Gaë] 
Sat    08 May   5.00pm 
Lisa & Sophia Summers’ Birthday [Family] 
Thanksgiving for Basil Thompson’s Healing [Pottier 
Sun   09 May   7.00am                                 Family]                        
All Mother’s [Brianne Frankson] 
All Sisters at St Dominic’s [Thompson Family] 
Sun   09 May   9.00am      
Liz & Norman Dhunraj [Pottier Family] 
 
 

 
NOTICES:         
OFFERTORY COLLECTION: As we all know the 
Offertory Collection is an important part of the 
Liturgy.  It is our participation in the Sacrifice that 
we come to celebrate.  Due to COVID it is not been 
permitted to pass the baskets from person to 
person.  At the time of the Offertory baskets will be  
held for parishioners to come up as we do for 
communion, and place their offering in the basket. 
   
 

PARISH YOUTUBE LINK:  Please Subscribe -
Masses will broadcast weekly if we are able to 
reach 1,000 subscribers. We are presently only 
on 355 subscribers.  Use the link below to go 
directly to the channel,  “Subscribe“, and access the 
notification bell to be notified on your phone as 
soon as any new content is uploaded. Note that this 
is free and at any point in time you may 
Unsubscribe should you choose. 
https://youtube.com/channel/UC7SW37icz8Ybj-
aE30omgPw 
 
MASS ATTENANCE NUMBERS:  
The present permitted total in our church has been 
cautiously raised to 150 per service. Please social 
distance as before. 
 
SOUTHERN CROSS: May issue available at R30 
from the parish office during regular hours.  
February, March and April issues as well. 
 
NAZARETH HOUSE, DURBAN:  New Resident 
places available for Frail and Assisted Care, 
Dementia and Independent Living.   Contact 
Francesca Joseph on 031 261 2207 or 071 634 
8858. 
         
RETROUVAILLE:  If your Marriage and Family life 
is experiencing any difficulties – no matter how 
small – help is available. The next Retrouvaille 
program, in Durban, is scheduled to start on the 
weekend of 7/9 of May. For further details, please 
contact Peter and Maire on 0828 500 500 or 
074 134 7335, or visit www.helpourmarriage.org. 
All correspondence is strictly confidential. 
 

 
NOTICES…..         
PARISH OFFICE BLOCK EXTENSION: The final 
date for submission of quotations for this work is 
next FRIDAY 14 MAY 2021. Contact Arthur King on 
082 652 7010. 
 

 
 
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: We congratulate our 
Grade 4 Class from 2020 who receive Sacrament of 
the Eucharist for the first time this Sunday. The 
service at 10:30am is restricted to 150 places for 
the First Holy Communion children, their families, 
the Catechists and the choir only.   
 
 

 
 

 

https://youtube.com/channel/UC7SW37icz8Ybj-aE30omgPw
https://youtube.com/channel/UC7SW37icz8Ybj-aE30omgPw
http://www.helpourmarriage.org/


5TH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
●   YEAR B  ●  2 MAY 2021 
DIVINE OFFICE: WEEK I  

DAILY MASS READINGS:   
YEAR I 

 
 

 
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:  
Psalm 98:1-2 
O sing a new song to the Lord, for he 
has worked wonders; in the sight of 
the nations he has shown his 
deliverance, alleluia.  
 
 
FIRST READING: 
Acts 9:26-31 
In those days: When Saul had come to 
Jerusalem he attempted to join the 
disciples; and they were all afraid of 
him, for they did not believe that he 
was a disciple.  But Barnabas took 
him, and brought him to the apostles, 
and declared to them how on the road 
he had seen the Lord, who spoke to 
him, and how at Damascus he had 
preached boldly in the name of Jesus.  
So he went in and out among them at 
Jerusalem, preaching boldly in the 
name of the Lord.  And he spoke and 
disputed against the Hellenists; but 
they were seeking to kill him.  And 
when the brethren knew it, they 
brought him down to Caesarea, and 
sent him off to Tarsus.  So the Church 
throughout all Judea and Galilee and 
Samaria had peace and was built up; 
and walking in the fear of the Lord and 
in the comfort of the Holy Spirit it was 
multiplied. 
 
The word of the Lord. 

 

 
 

PSALM: 
Psalm 22:26. 30-32 
R.  You are my praise, Lord, in the 
great assembly. 
 

My vows I will pay before those who 
fear him. 
The poor shall eat and shall have their 
fill. 
They shall praise the Lord, those who 
seek him. 
May their hearts live on forever and 
ever. 
  …R 
 
 

All the earth shall remember and 
return to the Lord, 
all families of the nations worship 
before him. 
They shall worship him, all the mighty 
of the earth; 
before him shall bow all who go down 
to the dust. 
  …R 

And my soul shall live for him, my 
descendents serve him. 
They shall tell of the Lord to 
generations yet to come, 
declare his saving justice to peoples 
yet unborn: 
“These things the Lord has done.” 
   …R 
 
 

SECOND READING: 
1 John 3:18-24 
Little children, let us not love in word 
or speech but in deed and in truth.  By 
this we shall know that we are the 
truth, and reassure our hearts before 
him whenever our hearts condemn us; 
for God is greater than our hearts, and 
he knows everything.  Beloved, if our 
hearts do no condemn us, we have 
confidence before God; and we 
receive from him whatever we ask, 
because we keep his commandments 
and do what pleases him.  And this is 
his commandment, that we should 
believe in the name of his Son Jesus 
Christ and love one another, just as he 
commanded us.  All who keep his 
commandments abide in him, and he 
in them.  And by this we know that he 
abides in us, by the Spirit which he 
has given us. 
The word of the Lord. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  
John 15:4-5 
R. Alleluia. 
Abide in me, and I in you, says the 
Lord; he who abides in me bears 
much fruit.  
R. Alleluia. 
 
 
 

 
 

GOSPEL:      
John 15:1-8 
At that time: Jesus said to his 
disciples, “I am the true vine, and my 
Father is the vinedresser.  Every 
branch of mine that bears no fruit, he 
takes away, and every branch that 
does bear fruit he prunes, that it may 
bear even more fruit.  You are already 
made clean by the word which I have 
spoken to you.  Abide in me, and I in 
you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit 
by itself, unless it abides in the vine, 
neither can you, unless you abide in 
me.  I am the vine, you are the 
branches.  He who abides in me, and I 
in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for 
apart from me you can do nothing.  If a 
man does not abide in me, he is cast 
forth as a branch and withers; and the 
branches are gathered and thrown into 
the fire and burnt.  if you abide in me, 
and my words abide in you, ask 
whatever you will, and it shall be done 
for you.  By this my Father is glorified, 
that you bear much fruit, and so prove 
to be my disciples.” 
 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: 
John 15:1-5 
I am the true vine and you are the 
branches, says the Lord.  Whoever 
remains in me, and I in him, bears fruit 
in plenty, alleluia. 


