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SUNDAY MASS
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
I have risen, and I am with you still, alleluia. You 
have laid your hand upon me, alleluia. Too 
wonderful for me, this knowledge, alleluia, alleluia.

FIRST READING: Acts 10:34, 37-43.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 118.

RESPONSE:
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice 
in it and be glad.

1. Give praise to the Lord, for he is good;
 his mercy endures forever.
 Let the house of Israel say,
 ‘His mercy endures forever’. ℟
2. The Lord’s right hand has done mighty deeds;
 his right hand is exalted.
 The Lord’s right hand has done mighty deeds’.
 I shall not die, I shall live
 and recount the deeds of the Lord. ℟
3. The stone that the builders rejected
 has become the cornerstone.
 By the Lord has this been done,
 a marvel in our eyes. ℟
SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-4.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia. Christ, our Paschal Lamb, has 
been sacrifi ced; let us, therefore, celebrate the 
festival in the Lord. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: John 20:1-9.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
Christ our Passover has been sacrifi ced, alleluia; 
therefore let us keep the feast with the unleavened 
bread of purity and truth, alleluia, alleluia.
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EASTER SPIRIT

Resurrection of the Lord  Year B 
Divine Offi ce: Week I  4 April 2021

The Sunday of Sundays

Photo by Sharefaith from Pexels

The Resurrection of Christ, a chalk sketch by Michelangelo, 
1533, at the British Museum, London (colourized)

Christian pilgrims to the Holy Land get a 
good sense of the Sabbath when they 
fi nd so many shops closed on Saturdays. 

The day feels different, more silent, with 
many locals off to 
the synagogues with 
their Scriptures and 
their prayer shawls. 
Then on Sunday 
the pilgrims find 
everything open and 
business and traffi c 
as normal; Sunday 
is just the fi rst day 
of the working week.

But for Christians, 
Sunday is the Day 
of the Lord and 
Easter Sunday is the 
Sunday of Sundays, 
the biggest and most 
important day in the 
Christian year.

Easter Day is of 
course the com-
m e m o r a t i o n  o f 
the Resurrection 
of Jesus from the 
dead .  Bu t  i t  i s 
much more than an 
historical memory.  
Easter Sunday is 
the celebration of 
the presence of the 
Risen Lord in his people. So important was 
Easter Day and every subsequent Sunday that 
for the early Christians it became the New 
Sabbath.

Just as what we might call “deep Incarnation” 
means that all humanity is graced by the Word 
becoming fl esh, so too in “deep Resurrection” 
all humanity is graced by the New Life of the 
Crucifi ed Lord. Humanity too is risen and has 
a destiny hitherto unimaginable.

The Resurrection of Jesus is never just an 
item of his biography. It is the inauguration of 
a new kind of existence. All who are “in Christ” 
become a new creation; hence Easter Sunday is 
also the Day of the Church. This new creation 

is the most tangible aspect of the mystery of 
mysteries.

This language of Resurrection can sound 
poetic and attractive; but it would remain 

but words without 
the visible, fl eshy, 
implications in how 
Christians live.

W e  s e e  t h e 
implications of the 
Resur rec t i on  in 
how the hungry 
are fed, how the 
poor are helped, 
how the strangers 
are welcomed, how 
the most vulnerable 
are cared for; we 
see it in the respect 
for others, in the 
protection of the 
weak. We see it in 
forgiveness, we see 
it in art and beauty. 
With the eyes of 
faith, we can see 
the New Creation all 
around and within 
us.

Of course, the 
c o r p o r a l  a n d 
sp i r i t ua l  wo rk s 
of mercy are not 
limited to Sundays, 

nor are the fruits of the Spirit limited to any 
specifi c group, but in the Resurrection of the 
Crucifi ed, “all is changed, changed utterly”.

The mystery of faith grows in a climate of 
love. It was the beloved disciple who discerned 
the real meaning of the empty tomb; it was the 
beloved disciple who recognised the Risen Lord 
waiting for his friends by the seashore. Love 
is key to faith as it is to the key to life, as it is 
the key to the death and resurrection of the 
beloved Son of the Father.

One day would never suffice for the 
celebration of the Risen Life of Christ. So the 
Great Easter runs from today to Pentecost, but 
in reality, it has no real end. Easter is forever.

Live the Word 
T H E  W E E K  A H E A D

Mon 5 Apr EASTER OCTAVE
Acts 2:14.22-33; Psalm 16; Matthew 28:8-15
The Pharisees and elders changed the story line 
about Jesus' 'missing' body in order to save face. We 
all do that from time to time to save embarrassment. 
But the cost is steep. Integrity cannot be bought.

Sun 11 Apr 2ND SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 4:32-35; Psalm 118; John 20:19-31
Many people believe in God. This, of course, is a 
good thing. But religious belief is empty if it does not 
affect the way we live our lives. How has the gospel 
changed your life? How has it not changed your life?

Fri 9 Apr  EASTER OCTAVE
Acts 4:1-12; Psalm 118; John 21:1-14

We all experience moments when we, too, meet 
the Lord – in prayer or the Eucharist, in nature or our 
encounters with others. Carry these moments with 
you today, refl ecting on their beauty and impact.

Thu 8 Apr EASTER OCTAVE  
Acts 3:11-26; Psalm 8; Luke 24:35-48
We, too, can have our minds opened to understand 
the Scriptures – through prayer. Quietly pray for God's 
grace each time before hearing the Word of God, 
and it will come alive for you in a powerful way.

Wed 7 Apr EASTER OCTAVE
Acts 3:1-10; Psalm 105; Luke 24:13-35
Today's passage from Acts reminds us that silver 
and gold are not the only way of responding to 
the needs of the poor. It reminds us to always give 
whatever we have, no matter how small

Tue 6 Apr EASTER OCTAVE  
Acts 2:36-41; Psalm 33; John 20:11-18
Mary Magdalene only recognises Jesus when he 
calls her by name. Jesus also speaks to each of us by 
name through the Holy Spirit, calling us to reach out to 
each other, reminding us that Jesus is always present.

Sat 10 Apr  EASTER OCTAVE
Acts 4:13-21; Psalm 118; Mark 16:9-15
Do we reveal that we, too, are companions of Jesus 
by the way we live our lives? Are we people of prayer; 
do we help the poor; do we make choices consistent 
with the gospel; are we kind and compassionate?

(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
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In this book of his personal 
refl ecti ons, David Wells helps 
us to see God in a range of 
situati ons that are oft en 
funny, someti mes painful, 
occasionally toe-curlingly 
embarrassing. Related with 
characteristi cally self-
deprecati ng humour, the 
stories in this volume range 
from his moving account of 
visiti ng war graves in France 
to the hilarious account of 
his “Mr Bean in a ballet” 
moment in California.

Bo
ok

s f
ro

m 
Re

de
mp

tor
ist

 P
as

tor
al 

Pu
bli

ca
tio

ns

Order from our website www.rpp.org.za or email 
orders@rpp.org.za. Enquiries: 082 667 3857.
Order from our website www.rpp.org.za or email 



                      

St Francis Xavier Catholic Parish 
Father Michael Foley, OMI (Parish Priest) 

C: 072 968 3394 
Deacon Malcolm Wright H: 031 466 4524 
Deacon Carl Emmanuel  C: 082 493 8668 

Patrick Marescia (PPC Chairperson) 
Franklin Ferdinand (Finance Chairperson) 
Office Hours: Open – see notice on door 

P O Box 16004  Bluff  4036  Durban 
Tel:   031 467 0524 Faulty number –  

Please use   031 467 3854 or 
Email:   sfx@telkomsa.net                                                    

Website:  www.stfrancisxavier.org.za

 
Guided by the Holy Spirit, we strive, as a Parish,      

 to grow into disciples of Jesus Christ, 
reaching out in Faith into a wider Community. 

 

Prayer Circle:   
Contact Jeannette Nicholson  
031 467 7658 / 083 524 5619 
 

REPOSITORY IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER 
NOTICE:  
See notice on door for contact numbers for items 
urgently required. 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:   The seriously sick: 
Dorothea Johns, Anthony Norris, Brian Fuller, Judy 
Willman, Scarlett Wright, Patrick Marx, Andre Herder 
and Michael Tunley. 
The Repose of the Soul of:  Sylva Daniels 
 

 

 

MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS:         
ONLINE MASSES:   Sunday Masses are available 
online, live-streamed on Facebook from 9am. 
 

MASS INTENTIONS: 
Sat    03 Apr   7.00pm 
Victor Himunchul’s Birthday [Family] 
Gino Welcome’s Birthday [Paulson Family] 
All 2021 RCIA Catechumen’s & Candidates 
Sun   04 Apr   7.00am                                   
Peter Ullbrecht R.I.P. [Ollette & Family] 
Thomas & Rennie Families 
Martin Vezasie’s Birthday [Family] 
Sun   04 Apr    9.00am      
Pottier Family 
Julian Thompson & Family 
Simangele Madonda’s Birthday [Family] 
Mon  05 Apr  9.00am      
Leah Frankson’s Birthday [Family] 
Dane Kalidin’s Birthday [Family] 
Basil & Carmel Thompson [Tommy & Michele 
Tue   06 Apr   5.30pm                                Atkins]                        
Sr Francesca, O.P.  R.I.P. [Pottier Family] 
Wed  07 Apr   8.00am    
All Parishioners 
Thu   08 Apr   5.30pm                                                                                                                                                 
Eddie & Linda Oxley’s 52nd Wedding Anniversary 
Kelin Pottier’s Thanksgiving 
Fri     09 Apr   8.00am                                                                                                                                                 
Charmaine Emmanuel’s Birthday [Family] 
Patrick Parsons R.I.P.  [Family] 
Julian Thompson & Family 
Sat    10 Apr   5.00pm 
Ivan & Quinton Plowman R.I.P. [Sheila] 
Julian Thompson & Family 
Sun   11 Apr   7.00am                                   
Simone Himunchul’s Birthday [Family] 
Julian Thompson & Family 
Sylvia Daniels R.I.P. [Betty & Pat] 
Sun   05 Apr    9.00am      
Fr John Louis Dimba, CSSp. R.I.P. [Dimba Family] 
 

NOTICES:         
MASS ATTENANCE NUMBERS:  
In view of President Ramaphosa’s Family Address, 
the permitted total in our church has been 
cautiously raised to 150 per service. Please social 
distance as before. 

SOUTHERN CROSS: April issue available at R30 
from the parish office during regular hours.  
February and March issues as well. 
 

GOOD FRIDAY & OMI EASTER COLLECTIONS: 
Collection baskets will be available at all services. 
For those who prefer to EFT a donation into the 
parish bank account, please use the following 
references (no personal names) – 

- GOOD FRIDAY 
- OMI EASTER  

BLUFF CATHOLIC CHURCH,   F N B  Current A/c 
Account No. 50844495917, Branch Code 250655. 
 

PARISH YOUTUBE LINK:  Please Subscribe -
Masses will broadcast weekly if we are able to 
reach 1,000 subscribers. We are presently only 
on 285 subscribers.  Use the link below to go 
directly to the channel,  “Subscribe“, and access the 
notification bell to be notified on your phone as 
soon as any new content is uploaded. Note that this 
is free and at any point in time you may 
Unsubscribe should you choose. 
https://youtube.com/channel/UC7SW37icz8Ybj-
aE30omgPw  
 
LITURGIES FOR HOLY WEEK:  
 
EASTER TRIDUUM:  
The Triduum begins with the celebration of the 
Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday at 19.00.  This 
ceremony will be live-streamed on our parish 
Facebook page. 
 

To mark the important moments of Good Friday, 
9.00, 12non and 15.00, we will have three services 
each attended by no more than 150 parishioners.  
The service at 15.00 will be live-streamed on our 
parish Facebook page.  Please remember that 
Good Friday is a day of fast and abstinence from 
meat or meat products.   
 

The Easter Vigil will begin at 19.00 on Saturday, 
beginning with the blessing of the fire, then the 
lighting of the Paschal Candle, the proclamation of  
God’s Word, baptism of catechumens, reception of 
candidates joining the Catholic Church, and the 
sacrament of Confirmation, and finally the 
celebration of the Eucharist. 
 

On Easter Sunday morning we will have holy Mass 
at 7am and again at 9am.  The 9am Mass will be 
live-streamed on the parish Facebook page. 
 

EASTER VIGIL ATTENDANCE: As there will be 
RCIA baptisms and confirmations at this Mass, 
there will possibly only be +-100 places for other 
parishioners. Please bring your own candle and 
protective holder. 

 
Dear Parishioners 
Jesus was not just the Lamb slain in Revelation 5, 
or the Lamb sacrificed on Calvary – He was the 
Lamb slain from the foundation of the world!   
(Revelation 13:8)   His ‘temporary defeat” had 
always been part of God’s plan for ultimate victory!  
And it is that victory that we celebrate with the 
whole church at Easter – God’s victory, touching 
into our lives with renewed power. 
 

Our observance of Lent is now over.  A new fire has 
been lit, baptismal water has stirred again, new 
members have been born and all of us have 
renewed our commitment to Christ in his church. 
Together we have been nourished at his table, 
strengthened by his sacrifice and liberated by his 
love.   
 

The message this Easter is the same as it has been 
for over two-thousand years – Christ is Risen!  He 
is alive! Alleluia!  The Paschal Candle in our midst 
will remind us of this throughout the Easter season.   
 

It is therefore with great joy that we celebrate the 
Resurrection of our Lord.  We are called to let him 
live in us, as individuals and as a parish community.   
May his victory, over sin and death, help us to 
renew our hope, rekindle our faith and deepen our 
love.   May it take hold of our imaginations and find 
expression in every aspect of our daily lives. 
 

May I take the opportunity to wish you all a very 
happy and blessed Easter.  

Fr Mike 

https://youtube.com/channel/UC7SW37icz8Ybj-aE30omgPw
https://youtube.com/channel/UC7SW37icz8Ybj-aE30omgPw


EASTER SUNDAY 
●   YEAR B  ●  4 APRIL 2021 

DIVINE OFFICE: WEEK III 
DAILY MASS READINGS:   

YEAR I 
 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:  
Psalm 139:18. 5-6 
I have risen, and I am with you still, 
alleluia.  You have laid your hand 
upon me, alleluia. Too wonderful 
for me, this knowledge, alleluia.  
 
FIRST READING: 
Acts 10:34.  37-43 
In those days:  Peter opened his 
mouth and said, “You know the 
word which was proclaimed 
throughout all Judea, beginning 
from Galilee after the baptism 
which John preached: how God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 
the Holy Spirit and with power; how 
he went about doing good and 
healing all that were oppressed by 
the devil, for God was with him.  
And we are witnesses to all that he 
did both in the country of the Jews 
and in Jerusalem.  They put him to 
death by hanging him on a tree; but 
God raised him on the third day 
and made him manifest; not to all 
the people but to us who were 
chosen by God as witnesses, who 
ate and drank with him after he 
rose from the dead.  And he 
commanded us to preach to the 
people, and to testify that he is the 
one ordained by God to be judge of 
the living and the dead.  To him all 

the prophets bear witness that 
every one who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 

 
 
 

PSALM: 
Psalm 118:1-2. 15-17. 22-23 
R.  This is the day the Lord has 
made; 
let us rejoice in it and be glad. 
 

Give praise to the Lord, for he is 
good; 
his mercy endures forever. 
Let the house of Israel say, 
“His mercy endures forever.” 
  …R 
 

“The Lord’s right hand has done 
mighty deeds; 
his right hand is exalted. 
The Lord’s right hand has done 
mighty deeds.” 
I shall not die, I shall live 
and recount the deeds of the Lord. 
  …R 
 

The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone. 

By the Lord has this been done, 
a marvel in our eyes. 
   …R 
 
SECOND READING: 
Colossians 3:1-4 
Brethren: If you have been raised 
with Christ, seek the things that are 
above, where Christ is. seated at 
the right hand of God.  Set your 
minds on things that are above, not 
on things that are on earth.  For 
you have died, and your life is 
hidden with Christ in God.  When 
Christ who is our life appears, then 
you also will appear with him in 
glory. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  
1 Corinthians 5:7-8 
R. Alleluia. 
Christ, our Paschal Lamb, has 
been sacrificed; let us, therefore, 
celebrate the festival in the Lord. 
R. Alleluia. 
 

 

GOSPEL:      
John 20:1-9 
On the first day of the week, Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb early, 
while it was still dark, and saw that 
the stone had been taken away 
from the tomb.  So she ran, and 
went to Simon Peter and the other 
disciple, the one whom Jesus 
loved, and said to them, “They 
have taken the Lord out of the 
tomb, and we do not know where 
they have laid him.”  Peter then 
came out with the other disciple, 
and they went towards the tomb.  
They both ran, but the other 
disciple outran Peter and reached 
the tomb first; and stooping to look 
in, he saw the linen cloths lying 
there, but he did not go in.  The 
Simon Peter came, following him, 
and went into the tomb; he saw the 
linen cloths lying, and the napkin, 
which had been on his head, not 
lying with the linen cloths but rolled 
up in a place by itself.  Then the 
other disciple, who reached the 
tomb first, also went in, and he saw 
and believed, for as yet they did not 
know the Scripture, that he must 
rise from the dead. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: 
1 Corinthians 5:7-8 
Christ our Passover has been 
sacrificed, alleluia;  therefore let us 
keep the feast with the unleavened 
bread of purity and truth, alleluia, 
alleluia. 


