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SUNDAY MASS
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
Like newborn infants, you must long for the 
pure, spiritual milk, that in him you may grow to 
salvation, alleluia.

FIRST READING: Acts 4:32-35.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 118.

RESPONSE:
Give praise to the Lord, for he is good; his mercy 
endures forever.

1. Let the house of Israel say,
 ‘His mercy endures forever’.
 Let the house of Aaron say,
 ‘His mercy endures forever’.
 Let those who fear the Lord say,
 ‘His mercy endures forever’. ℟
2. The Lord’s right hand has done mighty deeds;
 his right hand is exalted.
 The Lord’s right hand has done mighty deeds’.
 I shall not die, I shall live
 and recount the deeds of the Lord.
 The Lord punished me, punished me severely,
 but did not hand me over to death. ℟
3. The stone that the builders rejected
 has become the cornerstone.
 By the Lord has this been done,
 a marvel in our eyes.
 this is the day the Lord has made;
 let us rejoice in it and be glad. ℟
SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia. You believed, Thomas, because 
you have seen me, says the Lord; blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet believe. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: John 20:19-31.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
Take your hand and feel the place of the nails, 
and be no longer doubtful but believing, alleluia.
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EASTER SPIRIT

2nd Sunday of Easter  Year B 
Divine Offi ce: Week II  11 April 2021

Easter Mercy
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Many countries around the world have 
built into their legal systems the practice 
of judicial pardon. Often this power of 

pardon is lodged with the head of state – the 
President, King/Queen 
etc. Such pardons allow 
a person to be relieved 
of some or all of the 
legal consequences 
r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  a 
criminal conviction. It 
is interesting to note 
how the virtue of mercy 
shapes the legal power 
of pardon. 

 In the UK it is called 
“The Royal prerogative 
of mercy”, in Spain 
“derecho de gracia” 
(right of grace) and 
in France, just “ la 
grace”.  Sometime this 
prerogative of mercy is 
linked to specifi c events 
in the public life of the 
nation. 

E a s t e r  M e r c y 
surpasses presidential 
pardons by a long 
shot. Indeed, Easter 
Mercy is not one among 
a cluster of virtues. 
Easter  Mercy is  a 
revelation that God IS 
Mercy by nature. Easter 
Mercy is a revelation 
that Jesus is Divine Mercy Incarnate. Easter 
Mercy is a revelation that all followers of Jesus 
live in Mercy. Mercy is part of our spiritual DNA.

That Mercy is part of the DNA of the Church is 
highlighted by the gift of the Risen Lord in the 
evening of the Resurrection to his assembled 
disciples (minus Thomas!): “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are 
retained”. To be Christian is to live in a state of 
Mercy: Mercy received and Mercy given; Mercy 
celebrated and Mercy shared; Mercy preached 
and Mercy practiced.

Mercy Incarnate was, in his passion and 
death, denied mercy; in his Resurrection he 
released the Spirit of Mercy on all humanity. 
It is not surprising then to fi nd mercy in many 

forms in many people, 
even without explicit 
knowledge of or faith 
in Jesus himself.

C a t h o l i c s  h a v e 
traditional thought 
in terms of spiritual 
and corporal works of 
mercy. In the Year of 
Mercy (2016) there 
was a sustained effort 
to understand and live 
in the spirit of divine 
mercy. One lesson 
which emerged from 
the Year of Mercy is 
that Mercy knows no 
frontiers.

Mercy cannot be 
l im i ted  to  pure ly 
spiritual matters; nor 
can it be a private and 
personal matter only. 
Mercy drives people not 
only to give food and 
clothing to the poor but 
to examine the roots of 
poverty and to replace 
fl awed structures with 
structures which are 
based on justice and 
rights. 

Last year Pope Francis published a new 
encyclical “Fratelli Tutti/On Fraternity and 
Social Friendship.” In that letter he urged 
us to re-examine the roots of our social 
relationships; where they are based exclusively 
on the profi t motive he proposed an overhaul 
of the institutions of the state in every area. 

The Pope is working towards a culture of 
mercy, compassion, kindness and tenderness 
in every area of life. It is a vision that reminds 
us of the “civilization of love” proposed by St 
Pope Paul VI, and more importantly of Jesus 
in the Sermon on the Mount.

Live the Word 
T H E  W E E K  A H E A D

Mon 12 Apr (St Zeno of Verona, B)
Acts 4:23-31; Psalm 2; John 3:1-8
A plan for life is good, but we need to be ready for 
anything. In our spiritual lives we need to continually try 
to balance our own sense of where we are and where 
we are going with an absolute openness to the Spirit.

Sun 18 Apr 3RD SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 3:13-15.17-19; Psalm 4; Luke 24:35-48
Many of us fi nd it diffi cult to see God in those different 
to us in age, ethnicity, social standing, etc? In your 
prayer, allow God to remove the veil that prevents you 
from seeing God's presence in everyone you meet.

Fri 16 Apr  Liturgy of the Day
Acts 5:34-42; Psalm 27; John 6:1-15

Many of us use a GPS to fi nd the way to our destination. 
This, of course, is useless on our journey to the kingdom. 
The way we will follow to the heavenly kingdom is not 
a path for our feet, but a faith journey of the heart.

Thu 15 Apr Liturgy of the Day  
Acts 5:27-33; Psalm 34; John 3:31-36
Dwell today in the landscape of deeper questions 
and explore the mysteries of the one who came 
from above. Listen attentively, and seek to hear and 
understand his voice when he speaks in his Word.

Wed 14 Apr Liturgy of the Day
Acts 5:17-26; Psalm 34; John 3:16-21
God sent his Son to us because he loves us and 
wants us to be saved. His offer to us, in Jesus, is not 
one of punishment. Rather, he offers us life. Let the 
words of today’s Gospel resonate in your heart.

Tue 13 Apr (St Martin I, PM)  
Acts 4:32-37; Psalm 93; John 3:7-15
Today our society is very far from refl ecting the gener-
ous compassion of the early Christians. Where have 
we gone wrong? All we can do is to continue trying to 
live as lovingly and generously as Jesus' early followers.

Sat 17 Apr  Liturgy of the Day
Acts 6:1-7; Psalm 33; John 6:16-21
Faith in the infi nite love of God helps us understand 
that we are not alone in our suffering. The resurrection 
was not a one-time event, but a pattern of how God 
brings new life out of situations that appear hopeless.

(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
B=Bishop; P=Pope; M=Martyr

R190 plus delivery

Following on from his popular 
fi rst book, The Reluctant Disciple, 
David Wells off ers more thought-
provoking and inspirati onal insights 
into scripture, based on his own 
experience. With self-deprecati ng 
humour, he draws on his life as a 
teacher, speaker and family man to 
engage the reader in this his journey.
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Order from our website www.rpp.org.za or email 
orders@rpp.org.za. Enquiries: 082 667 3857.
Order from our website www.rpp.org.za or email 



                      

St Francis Xavier Catholic Parish 
Father Michael Foley, OMI (Parish Priest) 

C: 072 968 3394 
Deacon Malcolm Wright H: 031 466 4524 
Deacon Carl Emmanuel  C: 082 493 8668 

Patrick Marescia (PPC Chairperson) 
Franklin Ferdinand (Finance Chairperson) 
Office Hours: Open – see notice on door 

P O Box 16004  Bluff  4036  Durban 
Tel:   031 467 0524 Faulty number –  

Please use   031 467 3854 or 
Email:   sfx@telkomsa.net                                                    

Website:  www.stfrancisxavier.org.za

 
Guided by the Holy Spirit, we strive, as a Parish,      

 to grow into disciples of Jesus Christ, 
reaching out in Faith into a wider Community. 

 

Prayer Circle:   
Contact Jeannette Nicholson  
031 467 7658 / 083 524 5619 
 

REPOSITORY IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER 
NOTICE:  
See notice on door for contact numbers for items 
urgently required. 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:   The seriously sick: 
Dorothea Johns, Anthony Norris, Brian Fuller, Judy 
Willman, Scarlett Wright, Patrick Marx, Andre Herder, 
Michael Tunley, Basil Thompson, Deacon Carl and 
Jerelene Naidoo-Chetty. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS:         
ONLINE MASSES:   Sunday Masses are available 
online, live-streamed on Facebook from 9am. 
 

MASS INTENTIONS: 
Sat    10 Apr   5.00pm 
Ivan & Quinton Plowman R.I.P. [Sheila] 
Julian Thompson & Family 
Lucien & Noeleen Buckley’s Special Intentions 
                                                       [Pottier Family] 
Sun   11 Apr   7.00am                                   
Simone Himunchul’s Birthday [Family] 
Julian Thompson & Family 
Sylvia Daniels R.I.P. & All Forgotten Souls  [Maria  
                                                                   Caetano] 
Sun   11 Apr    9.00am      
Fr John Louis Dimba, CSSp. R.I.P. [Dimba Family] 
Deacon Carl Emmanuel’s Special Intentions 
Sun   11 Apr    3.00pm      DIVINE MERCY 
Adoration & Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 
Mon  12 Apr  8.00am        
Sr Francesca, O.P. [Dominican Sisters] 
Alfredo & Dea Castellani R.I.P. [Lilly & Betty] 
Deacon Carl Emmanuel’s Special Intentions 
Tue   13 Apr   5.30pm       (Communion Service)   
All Parishioners 
Wed  14 Apr   8.00am       (Communion Service)   
Brianne Frankson’s Birthday [Family] 
Thu   15 Apr   5.30pm       (Communion Service)   
Bill & Lilly Kirk’s Thanksgiving 
Fri     16 Apr   8.00am        (Communion Service)                                                                                                                                          
Vernon Williams R.I.P.  [Thompson Family] 
Holy Souls & Deceased Members of FOSS 
                                                               [Michele] 
Sat    17 Apr   5.00pm 
Case Harold’s Birthday [Emmanuel Family] 
Dane & Simone Kalidin’s Wedding Anniversary 
                                             [Emmanuel Family] 
Sun   18 Apr   7.00am                                   
Fr Peter Lafferty’s Birthday [Frankson Family] 
Sylvia Daniels R.I.P. [Betty & Pat] 
Sun   18 Apr    9.00am      
All Parishioners 
 
 
 

 
 

NOTICES:         
OFFERTORY COLLECTION: As we all know the 
Offertory Collection is an important part of the 
Liturgy.  It is our participation in the Sacrifice that 
we come to celebrate.  Due to COVID it is not been 
permitted to pass the baskets from person to 
person.  At the time of the Offertory baskets will be  
held for parishioners to come up as we do for 
communion, and place their offering in the basket.  
This has been the custom over the years in many  
parishes of the Archdiocese of Durban, and other 
parts of South Africa. 
 
MASS ATTENANCE NUMBERS:  
The present permitted total in our church has been 
cautiously raised to 150 per service. Please social 
distance as before. 
 
PARISH PRIEST AWAY ON LEAVE: Father Mike 
will be away on holiday this week. Communion 
Services will be held from Tuesday to Friday. Those 
Mass intentions booked will be included in Father 
Mike’s daily Mass whilst on leave.  Deacon Carl is 
presently in hospital for major surgery. Please keep  
him in prayer.   Deacon Malcolm will be available if 
needed, and the parish office will be open as usual. 
 
SR MERYL: We welcome Fr Mike’s sister, Sr 
Meryl, for a short stay at the parish. She will 
accompany Fr Mike on his short holiday.  
 
SOUTHERN CROSS: April issue available at R30 
from the parish office during regular hours.  
February and March issues as well. 
 

 
GOOD FRIDAY & OMI EASTER COLLECTIONS: 
For those still wishing to EFT a Good Friday or OMI 
Easter Collection donation into the parish bank 
account, please use the following references (no 
personal names) – 

- GOOD FRIDAY  or 
- OMI EASTER  

BLUFF CATHOLIC CHURCH,   F N B  Current A/c 
Account No. 50844495917, Branch Code 250655. 
 

 
 

NOTICES:….         
PARISH YOUTUBE LINK:  Please Subscribe -
Masses will broadcast weekly if we are able to 
reach 1,000 subscribers. We are presently only 
on 341 subscribers.  Use the link below to go 
directly to the channel,  “Subscribe“, and access the 
notification bell to be notified on your phone as 
soon as any new content is uploaded. Note that this 
is free and at any point in time you may 
Unsubscribe should you choose. 
https://youtube.com/channel/UC7SW37icz8Ybj-
aE30omgPw  
 
NAZARETH HOUSE, DURBAN:  New Resident 
places available for Frail and Assisted Care, 
Dementia and Independent Living.   Contact 
Francesca Joseph on 031 261 2207 or 071 634 
8858. 
 
DIVINE MERCY ADORATION & BENEDICTION:  
3.00pm Sunday 11 April.in the church.  
 

 
 

https://youtube.com/channel/UC7SW37icz8Ybj-aE30omgPw
https://youtube.com/channel/UC7SW37icz8Ybj-aE30omgPw


2ND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
●   YEAR B  ●  11 APRIL 2021 

DIVINE OFFICE: WEEK II 
DAILY MASS READINGS:   

YEAR I 
 

 

 
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:  
1 Prophets 2:2 
Like newborn infants, you must long 
for the pure, spiritual milk, that in him 
you may grow to salvation, alleluia.  
 
FIRST READING: 
Acts 4:32-35 
The company of those who believed 
were of one heart and soul, and no 
one said that any of the things which 
he possessed was his own, but they 
had everything in common.  And with 
great power the apostles gave their 
testimony to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon 
them all.  There was not any  one 
needy among them, for as many as 
were possesors of lands and houses 
sold them, and brought the proceeds 
of what was sold and laid it at the 
apostles’ feet;  and distribution was 
made to each as any had need. 
 
The word of the Lord. 

 

 

PSALM: 
Psalm 118:2-4. 15-18. 22-24 
R.  Give praise to the Lord for he is 
good; his mercy endures forever. 
 

Let the house of Israel say, 
“His mercy endures forever.” 
Let the house of Aaron say, 
“His mercy endures forever.” 
Let those who fear the Lord say, 
“His mercy endures forever.” 
  …R 
 

“The Lord’s right hand has done 
mighty deeds; 
his right hand is exalted. 
The Lord’s right hand has done mighty 
deeds.” 
I shall not die, I shall live 
and recount the deeds of the Lord. 
The Lord punished me, punished me 
severely, 
but did not hand me over to death. 
  …R 
 

The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone. 
By the Lord has this been done, 
a marvel in our eyes. 
This is the day the Lord has made; 
let us rejoice and be glad. 
   …R 
 

SECOND READING: 
1 John 5:1-7 
Beloved:  Every one who believes that 
Jesus is the Christ has been born of 
God, and every one who loves the 
parent loves the one begotten by him.  
By this we know that we love the 
children of God, when we love God 
and obey his commandments.  For this 
is the love of God, that we keep his 
commandments.  And his 
commandments are not burdensome.  

For what is born of God overcomes 
the world; and this is the victory that 
overcomes the world, our faith.  Who 
is it that overcomes the world but he 
who believes that Jesus is the Son of 
God?  This is he who came by water 
and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the 
water only but with the water and the 
blood.   And the Spirit it the witness, 
because the Spirit is the truth. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  
John 20:29 
R. Alleluia. 
You believed Thomas, because you 
have seen me, says the Lord; blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet 
believe. 
R. Alleluia. 
 

GOSPEL:      
John 20:29 
On the evening of that day, the first 
day of the week, the doors being shut 
where the disciples were, for fear of 
the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said to them, “Peace 
be with you.” When he had said this, 
he showed them his hands and his 
side.  Then the disciples were glad 
when they saw the Lord.  Jesus said 
to them again. “Peace be with you.  As 
the Father has sent me, even so I 
send you.”  And when he had said 
this, he breathed on them, and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, 
they are retained.”  Now Thomas, one 
of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not 
with them when Jesus came.  So the 
other disciples told him, “We have 

seen the Lord.”  But he said to them, 
“Unless I see in his hands the print of 
the nails, and place my finger in the 
mark of the nails, and place my hand 
in his side, I will not believe.”  Eight 
days later, his disciples were again in 
the house, and Thomas was with 
them.  The doors were shut, but Jesus 
came and stood among them, and 
said, “Peace be with you.”  Then he 
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, 
and see my hands; and put out your 
hand, and place it in my side; do not 
be faithless, but believing.”  Thomas 
answered him, “My Lord and my God!”  
Jesus said to him, “You have believed 
because you have seen me.  Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet 
believe.”  Now Jesus did many other 
signs in the presence of the disciples, 
which are not written in this book; but 
these are written that you may believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that believing you may have 
life in his name.  
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: 
John 20:27 
Take your hand and feel the place of 
the nails, and be no longer doubtful 
but believing, alleluia.. 


