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SUNDAY MASS
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
Of you my heart has spoken. Seek his face. It is 
your face, O Lord, that I seek; hide not your face 
from me.

FIRST READING: Genesis 22:1-2, 9, 10-13, 15-18.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 116.

RESPONSE:
I will walk in the presence of the Lord in the land 
of the living.

1. I trusted, even when I said,
	 ‘I	am	sorely	afflicted’.
 How precious in the eyes of the Lord
 is the death of his faithful. ℟
2. Your servant, Lord, your servant am I,
 the son of your handmaid;
 you have loosened my bonds.
	 A	thanksgiving	sacrifice	I	make;
 I will call on the name of the Lord. ℟
3.	My	vows	to	the	Lord	I	will	fulfil
 before all his people,
 in the courts of the house of the Lord,
 in your midst, O Jerusalem. ℟
SECOND READING: Romans 8:31-34.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Glory and praise to you, O Christ. From the 
shining cloud the Father’s voice is heard: this is 
my beloved Son, hear him. Glory and praise to 
you, O Christ.

GOSPEL: Mark 9:2-10.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased; listen to him.
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LITURGY AND LENT

2nd Sunday of Lent  Year B 
Divine	Office:	Week	II	 28 February 2021

May Almighty God have mercy
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Live the Word 
T H E  W E E K  A H E A D

(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)

Mon 1 Mar  Liturgy of the Day
Daniel 9:4-10; Psalm 79; Luke 6:36-38
Be aware of how often you make negative judgments 
about others. All those judgments weigh the soul 
down. Perhaps when you begin to form a judgment, 
rather say a prayer, and bring some inner peace.

Sun 7 Mar 3RD SUNDAY OF LENT
Exodus 20:1-17; Psalm 19; John 2:13-25
During Lent we traditionally concentrate on our sinful 
side, and things we cut out or give up. Another ap-
proach is to nourish, cultivate and develop those ar-
eas of our lives that seem to be bearing fruit already.

Fri 5 Mar  Liturgy of the Day
Gen 37:3-4.12-13.17-28; Ps 105; Matt 21:33-43.45-46   
Considering the sins of Joseph's brothers can help 
us see hard things about ourselves. How has our 
mistreatment of others stripped them of their self-
worth and freedom?

Thu 4 Mar (St Casimir)  
Jeremiah 17:5-10; Psalm 1; Luke 16:19-31
In your quiet moments of prayer, as you go deeper 
be aware of a subtle but powerful force at work in 
you. Be aware of God's hand gently testing, probing 
and massaging your innermost being.

Wed 3 Mar Liturgy of the Day
Jeremiah 18:18-20; Psalm 31; Matthew 20:17-28
"Into your hands I commend my spirit" from today's 
psalm were also Jesus' last words before he died, 
in Luke's gospel. The expression of gentle surrender 
immediately transitions to trust in a saving outcome.

Tue 2 Mar Liturgy of the Day  
Isaiah 1:10.16-20; Psalm 50; Matthew 23:1-12
Instead of just making a list of obvious sins in prepa-
ration for Confession, rather ask Jesus the question, 
‘What	in	me	most	jeopardises	our	relationship’	–	and	
then take it from there.

Sat 6 Mar  Liturgy of the Day
Micah 7:14-15.18-20; Psalm 103; Luke 15:1-3.11-32
The Lord doesn't want our explanations and excuses 
about	why	we've	turned	away	from	him.	When	we	
offer a contrite heart and our obedience, we are 
welcomed with open arms.

The Penitential Rite of the Mass has the 
option of the congregation’s recitation of 
the “I confess” (as we saw last week), 

followed by “Lord, have mercy / Christ, have 
mercy / Lord, have mercy”. It also offers 
two alternatives, the first 
of which seems to be 
seldomly used:

Celebrant: Have mercy 
on us, O Lord. 

People: For we have 
sinned against you. 

Celebrant: Show us, O 
Lord, your mercy. 

People: And grant us 
your salvation.

Better known is the 
second  a l t e rna t i ve , 
with the congregation 
repeating the final phrase:

You were sent to heal 
the contrite of heart, Lord 
have mercy.

You came to call sinners, 
Christ have mercy.

You are seated at the 
right hand of the Father to intercede for us, 
Lord have mercy.

Lord, have mercy – in Greek Kyrie, eleison 
– is eminently biblical. It is found in a dozen 
psalms. In the Gospels the blind, the lame 
and sinners cry out: Lord, be merciful to me! 
Over the centuries this has become known as 
“The Jesus Prayer”, repeating over and over, 
in rhythm with one’s breathing: Lord, have 
mercy.

Pope Francis called for a jubilee “Year of 
Mercy”. His exhortation at the beginning of 
that holy year speaks of Jesus as “the face of 
the Father’s mercy”. He goes on to urge us all 
to be “merciful like the Father” and develops 
the theme that mercy is another name for 
God. God’s mercy, says Pope Francis, is akin 
to the visceral love a mother has for the baby 
in the womb.

Praying the Kyrie eleison together at Mass is 

deeply encouraging. It is an act of faith in who 
God truly is: a God of mercy and compassion. 
This is immediately followed by a blessing of 
absolution. We call it a “blessing” because 
that is its linguistic style (“May…), but also 

to distinguish it from 
sacramental absolution 
in the Sacrament of 
Penance. This is not to 
classify it as inferior in 
any way, simply to make 
a distinction. We are 
blessed with forgiveness 
in  the words,  “May 
Almighty God have mercy 
on us, forgive us our sins, 
and lead us to everlasting 
life.”

There  are  in  fac t 
three blessings in one: 
mercy, forgiveness and 
eternal life. All three hold 
together, are integrated 
in a holistic way, rooted in 
faith. God’s mercy enfolds 
us with loving kindness 

and healing, embracing us as sinners, forgiving 
us, and bringing us to fulness of life. Note the 
resurrection idea. Repentance is like a death, 
dying to our sinfulness. This leads to newness 
of life sharing in the very Risen Life of Christ.

At the heart of the blessing of absolution 
is, of course, our baptism of which Saint Paul 
writes in Romans 6:

We have died to sin… When we were baptised 
into Christ Jesus, we were baptised into his 
death… We were ‘buried’ with him, so that as 
Christ was raised from the dead we too should 
begin living a new life.

In the penitential rite of the Liturgy we are 
blessed with forgiveness and renewal of life. 
What better time than the season of Lent 
to reflect more about this, to make it more 
meaningful, to be more mindfully aware of 
this liturgical opportunity for repentance, 
conversion and forgiveness!

Detail of the 2016 Year of Mercy logo

A pilgrim’s journey to Santiago de 
Compostela often starts with a call long 
before they set out on the ancient holy 
road. At its heart, It’s About Time 
is the story of a pilgrim who heard 
that call and what happened when he 
answered it. Perhaps you’ll hear it too? 
On his many pilgrimages on the Camino 
de Santiago, Johnnie Walker has met 
pilgrims with a wide variety of motives 
for taking to the trail, and has gathered 
personal accounts of their experiences. 
Here he shares their stories, along with 
his own, and gives practical advice and 
encouragement to those feeling drawn 
to take the first step.
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Order from our website www.rpp.org.za or email 
orders@rpp.org.za. Enquiries: 082 667 3857.

R190 plus delivery
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St Francis Xavier Catholic Parish 
Father Michael Foley, OMI (Parish Priest) 

C: 072 968 3394 
Deacon Malcolm Wright H: 031 466 4524 
Deacon Carl Emmanuel  C: 082 493 8668 

Patrick Marescia (PPC Chairperson) 
Franklin Ferdinand (Finance Chairperson) 
Office Hours: Open – see notice on door 

P O Box 16004  Bluff  4036  Durban 
Tel:   031 467 0524 
Fax:  031 467 3854 

Email:   sfx@telkomsa.net                                                    
Website:  www.stfrancisxavier.org.za

 
Guided by the Holy Spirit, we strive, as a Parish,      

 to grow into disciples of Jesus Christ, 
reaching out in Faith into a wider Community. 

 

Prayer Circle:   
Contact Jeannette Nicholson  
031 467 7658 / 083 524 5619 
 
 

REPOSITORY IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE:  
See notice on door for contact numbers for items 
urgently required. 
 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:   The seriously sick: 
Dorothea Johns, Anthony Norris, Brian Fuller, Judy 

Willman, Scarlett Wright, Patrick Marx and Andre Herder.  
 

 

 
 

 

MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS:         
ONLINE MASSES:   Sunday Masses are available 
online, via YouTube and Facebook from 8am. 
 

MASS INTENTIONS: 
Sat    27 Feb    5.00pm 
Francis & Sharon Meth’s Wedding Anniversary 
Olivia Abrahams’ Birthday [Paulson Family] 
Sun   28 Feb   7.00am                           
Maria Sissing’s Birthday [Family] 
Maria Ester Caetano’s Birthday [Family] 
Sun   28 Feb    9.00am      
Bianca Parsons R.I.P. [Naidoo Family] 
Jada Gabriel’s Birthday [Emmanuel Family] 
Cole-Jordan Souls Birthday [Dean, Estelle & Family] 
Mon   01 Mar  8.00am      
Sr Brenda, O.P. R.I.P.  [Dominican Sisters] 
Pat Vickers’ Birthday [Family] 
Tue   02 Mar   5.30pm                                       
Deidre Buckley’s Birthday [Family] 
Wed  03 Mar   8.00am    
All Parishioners 
Thu  04 Mar   5.30pm                                                                                                                                                 
Father Mike 
Fri    05 Mar   8.00am      
Sr Adelinde, O.P. R.I.P.  [Dominican Sisters] 
Sheenage Jooman’ Special Intentions 
Sat    06 Mar    5.00pm 
Ivan & Quintin Plowman R.I.P. [Sheila] 
Giselle Halse’s Birthday [Pottier Family] 
Sun   07 Mar   7.00am                           
Jovan Meth’s Birthday [Meth Family]  
Sun   07 Mar    9.00am      
All Parishioners 
 

FORTHCOMING RETREATS: St Dominic’s Retreat 
Centre will be offering two 6-day Online Retreats in 
Daily Life, on 13 - 20 March 2021 &    22 - 29 May 
2021.  Please see the indoor and outdoor notice 
boards for further details.  Application forms at the 
back of the church,    God’s Word will never be 
“locked-down”.  There will always be a way. 
 

CONDOLENCES: We offer condolences to the 
Dominican Sisters at the deaths of several of their 
community. We remember Sr Anancleta, and 
particularly Sr Jacinta, who taught at Our Lady of 
Natal School for many years, and was well known and 
loved by many Bluff parishioners. May they Rest in 
Peace.  

 
NOTICES:         
BISHOPS’ LENTEN APPEAL: As many parishioners 
are not attending Mass in the church due to the 
COVID restrictions, there are a few Lenten Appeal 
envelopes available for sacrifice offering, for those 
who do not have access to online banking.  We 
suggest that most parishioners make use of modern 
facilities and donate via EFT into the parish bank 
account, and the parish will pay over the funds to the 
Archdiocese at the end of Lent.   
Parish Bank Account details:   
BLUFF CATHOLIC CHURCH,   F N B  Current A/c 
Account No. 50844495917, Branch Code 250655. 
Please only use “LENT” as your reference – no 
names. 
 

CATECHISM: Junior Catechism has commenced via 
online sessions. Please contact the Junior Catechism 
Co-Ordinator Estelle Firmin 073 195 1571, if you have 
any queries. 
 

SOUTHERN CROSS & LIVING FAITH: Back copies 
of the Southern Cross (October to January), and the 
Jan-Mar Living Faith issues, will be available at the 
back of the church, at all Masses, from last weekend.   
Parishioners who wish to take a copy are 
requested to make a generous donation per copy 
taken (usual price is R30), and place the money 
into the locked brass Maintenance or Flower 
boxes at the back of the church by the big crucifix.  
There will unfortunately not be any facility for change, 
so please bring the correct money with you.  
 

The February and March Southern Cross issues are 
available at R30 from the parish office during regular 
hours.   
 
GUIDELINES FOR PARISH OFFICE VISITS:  
a)  Your temperature will be taken and registered with  
     your name and contact number. 
b)  If your temperature is above 38°C, entry may be 
     denied. 
c)  A face mask must be worn at all times, hands will  
     be sanitized, and a safe distance of 1.5m is to be 
     kept. 
d)  Small items may be dropped into the locked  
     letterbox outside the office door (it will be cleared 
     daily) 
 

 
NOTICES:….         
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED: On Monday 1  March. 

 
PARISH YOUTUBE LINK: Message from Paul 
Madlala – “Hello Fellow Parishioners,  Please may we 
request that you all subscribe to our Parish YouTube 
channel where masses are broadcasted weekly.  Use 
the below link to go directly to the channel, click on 
“subscribe “ and should you choose also access the 
notification bell to be notified on your phone as soon 
as any new content is uploaded. 
 

https://youtube.com/channel/UC7SW37icz8Y
bj-aE30omgPw  
 

Please also note that this is free and at any point in 
time you may unsubscribe should you choose. 
 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS:  The Way of the Cross 
from our parish will be posted on YouTube each 
Friday of Lent from 6pm.   

 
 

ALTERATIONS TO EXISTING PARISH OFFICE & 
ABLUTION:  A Clarification Meeting will be held on 
Wednesday 3 March at 10am.  Anyone wishing to 
quote on this proposed scope of work is invited to 
attend and meet with Arthur King.   
 

 
 

https://youtube.com/channel/UC7SW37icz8Ybj-aE30omgPw
https://youtube.com/channel/UC7SW37icz8Ybj-aE30omgPw


2ND SUNDAY OF LENT 
●   YEAR B  ●  28 FEBRUARY 2021 

DIVINE OFFICE: WEEK II 
DAILY MASS READINGS:  YEAR I 

 
 
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:  
Psalm 27:8-9 
Of you my heart has spoken, Seek his 
face.  It is your face, O Lord, that I seek;  
hide not your face from me.  
 
 
FIRST READING: 
Genesis 22:1-2. 913. 15-18 
In those days: God tested Abraham, and 
said to him, “Abraham!”  And he said, 
“Here am I.”  He said, “Take your son, 
your only-begotten son Isaac, whom you 
love, and go to the land of Moriah, and 
offer him there as a burnt offering upon 
one of the mountains of which I shall tell 
you.”  When they came to the place of 
which God had told him, Abraham built 
an altar there, and laid the wood in 
order.  Then Abraham put forth his knife 
to slay his son.  But the angel of the  
Lord called to him from heaven, and 
said, ‘Abraham, Abraham!”  And he said, 
‘Here am I.”  He said, do not lay your 
hand on the lad or do anything to him; 
for now I know that you fear God, seeing 
you have not withheld your son, your 
only-begotten son, from me.”  And 
Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, 
and behold, behind him was a ram, 
caught in a thicket by his horns; and 
Abraham went and took the ram, and 
offered it up as a burnt offering instead 
of his son.  And the angel of the Lord 
called to Abraham a second time from 
heaven, and said, “By myself I have 
sworn, says the Lord, because you have 
done  this,  and  have  not withheld your  
 

son, your only-begotten sons, I will 
indeed bless you, and I will multiply your 
descendants as the stars of heaven and 
as the sand which is on the seashore.  
And your descendants shall all the 
nations of the earth bless themselves, 
because you have obeyed my voice.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
 
PSALM: 
Psalm116:10, 15-19 
R.  I will walk in the presence of the 
Lord,  in the land of the living. 
 

I trusted, even when I said,  
“I am sorely afflicted.” 
How precious in the eyes of the Lord 
  …R 
 

Your servant, Lord, your servant am I, 
the son of your handmaid; 
you have loosened my bonds 
A thanksgiving sacrifice I make, 
I will call on the name of the Lord. 
  …R 
 

My vows to the Lord I will fulfil 
before all his people, 
in the courts of the house of the Lord, 
in your midst, O Jerusalem. 
   …R 

 

SECOND READING: 
Romans 8:1-34 
Brethren:  If God is for us, who is 
against us?  He who did not spare his 
own Son but gave him up for us all, will 
he not give us all things with him?  Who 
shall bring any charge against God’s 
elect?  It is God who justifies; who is to 
condemn?   Is I Christ Jesus, who died, 
yes, who was raised from the dead, who 
is at the right hand of God, who indeed 
intercedes for us?. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 

 
 
VERSE BEFORE THE GOSPEL:  
 
Matthew 17:5 
R. Glory and praise to you, O Christ. 
From the shining cloud the Father’s 
voice is heard; this is my beloved Son, 
hear him.  . 
R. Glory and praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 
GOSPEL: 
Mark 9:2-10 
At that time: Jesus took with him Peter 
and James and John, and led them up 
to a high mountain apart by themselves;  
and he was transfigured before them, 
and his garments became glistening, 
intensely white, as no fuller on earth 
could bleach them.  And there appeared 

to them Elijah with Moses; and they 
were talking to Jesus.   And Peter said 
to Jesus, “Master, it is well that we are 
here; let us make three booths, one for 
you and one for Moses and one for 
Elijah.”  For he did not know what to say, 
for they were exceedingly afraid.  And a 
cloud overshadowed them, and a voice 
came out of the cloud, “This is my 
beloved Son; listen to him.”  And 
suddenly looking around they no longer 
saw any one with them but Jesus only.  
And as they were coming down the 
mountain, he charged them to tell no 
one what they had seen, until the Son of 
Man should have risen from the dead.  
So they kept the matter to themselves, 
questioning what the rising from the 
dead meant. 
 .   
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
 

 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON: 
Matthew 17:5    
This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased, listen to him. 


