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SUNDAY MASS
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
Let my prayer come into your presence. Incline 
your ear to my cry for help, O Lord.

FIRST READING: Wisdom 6:12-16.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 63.

RESPONSE:
For you my soul is thirsting, O Lord, my God.

1. O God, you are my God; at dawn I seek you;
 for you my soul is thirsting.
 For you my fl esh is pining,
 like a dry, weary land without water. ℟
2. I have come before you in the sanctuary,
 to behold your strength and your glory.
 Your loving mercy is better than life;
 my lips will speak your praise. ℟
3. I will bless you all my life;
 in your name I will lift up my hands.
 My soul shall be fi lled as with a banquet;
 with joyful lips, my mouth shall praise you. ℟
4. When I remember you upon my bed,
 I muse on you through the watches of the night.
 For you have been my strength;
 in the shadow of your wings I rejoice. ℟
SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:

Alleluia, alleluia! Watch, therefore, and be ready; 
the Son of man is coming at an hour you do not 
expect. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 25:1-13.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall 
want. Fresh and green are the pastures where he 
gives me repose, near restful waters he leads me.
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CHURCH OF  THE  WORD

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  Year A 
Divine Offi ce: Week IV  8 November 2020
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Order from our website www.rpp.org.za or email 
orders@rpp.org.za. Enquiries: 082 667 3857.
Order from our website www.rpp.org.za or email 

R35 plus delivery

Live the Word 
T H E  W E E K  A H E A D

(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
P=Pope; D=Doctor; B=Bishop; M=Martyr

Mon 9 Nov DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BA-
SILICA     Ezekiel 47:1-2.8-9.12; Psalm 46; John 2: 13-22

Whatever our sins may be, let us never underestimate 
the possible harmful effects they may have on others 
and ourselves. Each day we ought to strive to live vir-
tuously and to "shine like lights in the world" for others.

Sun 15 Nov 33RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Prov. 31:10-13.19-20.30-31; Psalm 128; Matt. 25:14-30
Do not be deceived by Christian charlatans! The truth 
of Jesus' message has nothing to do with money or 
sowing of fear. It has to do with love and mercy and 
compassion and a deep commitment to  the poor.

Sat 14 Nov  Liturgy of the Day
3 John 5-8; Psalm 112; Luke 18:1-8
Our suffering has the potential to break us open, 
to enlarge our capacity to recognize and relieve 
the suffering of others, or it can leave us bitter and 
angry. Allow the light of God's grace…

Fri 13 Nov  Liturgy of the Day
2 John 4-9; Psalm 119; Luke 17:26-37
God's Word teaches us that temptations in life often 
come to us disguised as our own needs. These can 
distract us, if we let them, from what really matters. 
Jesus teaches us to focus on the needs of others.

Thu 12 Nov St Josaphat, BM 
Philemon 7-20; Psalm 146; Luke 17:20-25
Each day we seek the face of God in our lives, and 
each day we re-learn that we are not there yet. We 
fall and get up, fall and get up… and in this process 
we experience the mercy of our loving God.

Wed 11 Nov St Martin of Tours, B
Titus 3:1-7; Psalm 23; Luke 17:11-19
The almost necessary fault-line through all of life – and 
its potential to heal and transform – is aptly summed up 
in a line from Leonard Cohen's poem Anthem – "there 
is a crack in everything, that's how the light gets in." 

Tue 10 Nov St Leo the Great, PD  
Titus 2:1-8.11-14; Psalm 37; Luke 17:7-10
When life pulls the rug from under our feet we feel 
helpless and hopeless. But this is exactly where we 
can feel God's power and presence – gently guid-
ing, directing, healing and transforming.

After a brief interruption by the Solemnity of 
All Saints last week, we draw to a close this 
month our Link series on the Word of God. 

Let us look at another method of sharing on the 
Scriptures as a family or in small groups. But fi rst 
an anecdote from this writer.

During a Redemptorist meeting in Brazil, 
I was taken by my confrere, Fr 
Marcio, to a small Christian 
community in one of 
the poverty-stricken 
fave l las  o f  Saõ 
Paolo. The Liturgy 
of the Word was 
followed by a faith-
shar ing among 
about 25 people 
gathered. I didn’t 
understand a word 
of Portuguese, 
but the discussion 
was l ively and 
an imated ,  the 
topic f rom the 
d a y ’ s  G o s p e l 
being “what does 
‘turning the other 
cheek’ mean in our 
context?”

On the way back 
to the monastery, 
Marcio to ld me that 
sometime back he had also taken his Scripture 
professor from Rome to this small Christian 
community. The priest was silent in the car and 
Marcio awkwardly asked him if he was upset by 
the people’s simplistic interpretation of the day’s 
text. The professor replied: “Not at all. I’ve spent 
my life studying the Scriptures. I am fl uent in all 
biblical languages. I’ve read every commentary 
in the library and I’ve published my own. But 
today, for the fi rst time in my life, I experienced 
the Bible as a living word.”

What an admission! Living word? Yes, the 
word of God is “alive and active; it can judge 
secret emotions and thoughts…” (Hebrews 
4:12). The Bible is not a museum piece. God’s 
word becomes incarnate in people in every age 
of history.

The Bible study method we want to look at 
today is not really a “study” at all. It takes its 
cue from Hebrews that the Word is alive. It is 
similar to the Lectio Divina presented two weeks 

ago, but this time it encourages 
participants to be as personal as 

possible. It is a sharing of faith, 
not an academic study. 

This requires a level 
of trust and humility 
in the group.
1. Someone reads 
the text. Allow a 
moment’s silence.
2. Another person 
reads the text 
again.
3. Each participant 
repeats out loud a 
word, phrase or 
verse that struck 
them – without 
comment.
4.Now for the 
hard part! When 
everyone has had 
a turn to repeat 

their word(s) from 
the text, they share 

on the following compound 
question based on Hebrews above:

 What emotion does today’s Scripture evoke 
in me? Why? What thoughts does it bring to 
the fore? How does it challenge me to think 
differently; to behave differently? [Only use 
”I…” – No preaching! No “we…”]

Recall how Jesus in John 15:3 says to his 
disciples that they have been “pruned and 
purifi ed” by means of the Word which they had 
welcomed into their lives by following Jesus. 
Indeed, if the Word of God is a two-edged sword, 
then it can cut to the heart. It pares away our 
self-delusions and self-righteousness. It prunes 
our dead branches. It prepares us to bear more 
abundant fruit.

Faith-sharing as a family or as small 
communities can be far more difficult than 
listening to a sermon. But then again, it can also 
be more rewarding.

In these weeks leading up to Christmas, 
the Church asks us to reflect and repent 
as we wait in joyful hope for our Savior 
to arrive. Featuring Advent-themed 
devotions written by the authors of 
the popular Living Faith Daily Catholic 
Devotions magazine, Living Faith Advent 
serves as a daily aid, an oasis from the 
commercialism and busyness of the 
season. In addition to preparing gifts 
for others, give yourself the gift of being 
better able to welcome our newborn 
Saviour on Christmas Day.



                       

St Francis Xavier Catholic Parish 
Father Michael Foley, OMI (Parish Priest) 

C: 072 968 3394 
Deacon Malcolm Wright H: 031 466 4524 
Deacon Carl Emmanuel  C: 082 493 8668 

Patrick Marescia (PPC Chairperson) 
Franklin Ferdinand (Finance Chairperson) 
Office Hours: Open – see notice on door 

P O Box 16004  Bluff  4036  Durban 
Tel:   031 467 0524 
Fax:  031 467 3854 

Email:   sfx@telkomsa.net                                                    
Website:  www.stfrancisxavier.org.za

 
Guided by the Holy Spirit, we strive, as a Parish,      

 to grow into disciples of Jesus Christ, 
reaching out in Faith into a wider Community. 

 
 

Prayer Circle:   
Contact Jeannette Nicholson  
031 467 7658 / 083 524 5619 
 

SICK & HOSPITALISED PARISHIONERS:  
Please inform Father Mike on 072 968 3394, or the 
parish office, of any parishioners in danger of death and 
requiring Viaticum.   
 

REPOSITORY IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE:  
See notice on door for contact numbers for items 
urgently required. 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:   The seriously sick: 
Dorothea Johns, Anthony Norris, Brian Fuller, Judy 
Willman, Scarlett Wright, Patrick Marx, Margaret Walters 
and Winnie Parsons. 
The Repose of the Soul of: Simone Jasmin 
 

 

 

 

 

MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS:         
Please note change of SUNDAY Mass times. 
 

Sat    07 Nov   5.00pm 
PIOUS LIST 
Ivan & Quintin Plowman R.I.P. [Sheila] 
Raymond Parker R.I.P. & Julia Emily Adams R.I.P.  
                                                             [Sarah Firmin] 
Sun   08 Nov    7.00am 
PIOUS LIST 
Ken & Nancy McCartie R.I.P. [Geraldine] 
Desmond & Rhona Buckley  [Pottier Family] 
Sun   08 Nov    9.00am 
PIOUS LIST 
Leslie & Sacha Emmanuel’s Wedding Anniversary  
                                                                        [Family] 
Pottier Family’s Thanksgiving 
Mon  09 Nov   8.00am                                  
PIOUS LIST 
All the Forgotten Faithful Departed [Maria Caetano] 
Louise Firmin’s Birthday [Dean, Estelle & Family] 
Tue   10 Nov  5.30pm                
PIOUS LIST 
All Parishioners 
Wed  11 Nov  8.00am 
PIOUS LIST 
Holy Souls & Deceased Members of Foss [Gaë] 
Donald & Alexia Morgan R.I.P. [Gaë] 
Thu   12 Nov   5.30pm                                                                                                                                         
PIOUS LIST 
Steven Curtis’ Birthday [Pearlene & Tanisha] 
Antoinette Paulson’s Birthday [Family] 
Fri     13 Nov   8.00am 
PIOUS LIST 
Sr Francesca’s Birthday [Frankson Family] 
Sat    14 Nov   5.00pm 
PIOUS LIST 
Gabriela Marillier’s Special Intention [Family] 
All Priests and Religious [Thompson Family] 
Sun   15 Nov    7.00am 
PIOUS LIST 
Maree Harold [Pottier Family] 
All Holy Souls in Purgatory [Pottier Family] 
Sun   15 Nov    9.00am 
PIOUS LIST 
Jianna Munsami’s Birthday [Family]  
Brevin & Deidre Buckley [Pottier Family] 
     
 
 
 

                                                   
THIS WEEK’S DIARY: 
Tue    10 Nov        
6.30pm     SSVP Meeting – Parish Hall  
Thu     12 Nov 
7.00pm   2020 RCIA Faith Course – Parish Hall  
 

NOTICES:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
PIOUS LIST: – It is customary to remember our 
deceased relatives and friends in the Masses during 
the month of November.  Pious Lists envelopes still 
are available at the back of the church.   Complete 
and bring with you to weekday or weekend Mass, or 
deliver to the parish office, together with  your 
donation, in the envelope provided. Your contributions 
will be given to the Oblates of Mary Immaculate. 
 
 
LIVING FAITH: The October to December issue has 
arrived and available from the parish office at @ R30.   
Those parishioners who are unable to attend Mass at 
the parish but still wish to purchase a copy, please 
contact the parish office, and we will arrange 
distribution to you. 
 
 
SOUTHERN CROSS: Copies of the October issue are 
still availabl and the NOVEMBER ISSUE has now 
also arrived, at @ R30 each.  Those parishioners who 
are unable to attend Mass at the parish but still wish to 
purchase a copy, please contact the parish office, and 
we will arrange distribution to you. 
 
 

DIOLYNC ONLINE CENSUS FORMS: Use QR or link 
Many parishioners have not yet filled in the Diolync 
Census Form and are not on the email database 
being used for communication from the parish.  They 
are presently being contacted by the Stewardship 
Committee, and requested to urgently do so, either in 
paper form (available from the office and the back of 
the church) or online via the Diolync website or QR 
code below (one form per parishioner).  

 
www.jotform.com/supajus/bluff-parish-census-form 

 

 
NOTICES:.……..                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
GUIDELINES FOR VISITS TO THE PARISH OFFICE:  
a)  Your temperature will be taken and registered with  
     your name and contact number. 
b)  If your temperature is above 38°C, entry may be 
     denied. 
c)  A face mask must be worn at all times, hands will  
     be sanitized, and a safe distance of 1.5m is to be 
     kept. 
d)  Small items may be dropped into the locked  
     letterbox outside the office door (it will be cleared 
     daily). 

THE PARISH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED ON 
MONDAYS & TUESDAYS for the next 4 weeks. 
 
 
FAREWELL: To Suzy Vanoverbeke, who returns to 
Belgium this week after a stay of five years in our 
parish. We wish her God speed and well in her future. 
 
 
SENIOR CATECHISM: Online classes resume this 
weekend. Thank you to our catechists for you 
commitment to our young people. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.jotform.com/supajus/bluff-parish-census-form


32ND SUNDAY   ●   YEAR A 
●  08 NOVEMBER 2020 

DIVINE OFFICE: WEEK IV 
DAILY MASS READINGS:  YEAR II 

 
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:  
Psalm 88:3 
Let us my prayer come into your 
presence.  Incline your ear to my cry 
for help, O Lord.  
 

 
 
FIRST READING: 
Wisdom 6:12-16 
Wisdom is radiant and unfading, and 
she is easily discerned by those who 
love her, and is found by those who 
seek her.  She hastens to make 
herself known to those who desire her.  
He who rises early to seek her will 
have no difficulty, for he will find her 
sitting at his gates.  To fix one’s 
thought on her is perfect 
understanding, and he who is vigilant 
on her account will soon be free from 
care, because she goes about seeking 
those worthy of her, and she 
graciously appears to them in their 
paths, and meets them in every 
thought. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 

 

PSALM: 
Psalm 63:2-8 
R. For you my soul is thirsting, O 
Lord, my God. 
 

O God, you are my God; at dawn I 
seek you; 
for you my soul is thirsting. 
For you my flesh is pining, 
like a dry, weary land without water. 
  …R 
 

I have come before you in the 
sanctuary, 
to behold your strength and your glory. 
Your loving mercy is better than life; 
my lips will speak your praise.  
   …R  
 

I will bless you all my life; 
in your name I will lift up my hands. 
My soul shall be filled as with a 
banquet; 
with joyful lips, my mouth shall praise 
you.  
   …R 
 
When I remember you upon my bed, 
I muse on you through the watches of 
the night. 
For you have been my strength; 
in the shadow of your wings I rejoice.  
   …R 
 
 
 
SECOND READING: 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
We would not have you ignorant, 
brethren, concerning thos who are 
asleep, that you may not grieve as 
others do who have no hope.  For 
since we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, even so, through Jesus, 

God will bring with him those who 
have fallen asleep.  For this we 
declare to you by the word of the Lord, 
that we who are alive, who are left 
until the coming of the Lord, shall not 
precede those who have fallen asleep.  
For the Lord himself will descend from 
heaven with a cry of command, with 
the archangel’s call, and with the 
sound of the trumpet of God.  And the 
dead in Christ will rise first; then we 
who are alive, who are left, shall be 
caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air;  and 
so we shall always be with the Lord.  
Therefore comfort one another with 
these words. 
                                        
The word of the Lord. 
 
 
ALLELUIA:  
Matthew 24:42.44 
R. Alleluia. 
Watch, therefore, and be ready;  the 
Son of man is coming at an hour you 
do not expect. 
R. Alleluia 

 

 
 
 

GOSPEL: 
Matthew 25:1-13 
At that time:  Jesus told his disciples 
this parable:  “The kingdom of heaven 
shall be compared to ten maidens who 
took their lamps and went to meet the 
bridegroom.  Five of them were 
foolish, and five were wise.  For when 
the foolish took their lamps, they took 
no oil with them; but the wise took 
flasks of oil with their lamps.  As the 
bridegroom was delayed, they all 
slumbered and slept.  But at midnight 
there was a cry, ‘Behold, the 
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’  
“Then all those maidens rose and 
trimmed their lamps.  And the foolish 
said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your 
oil, for our lamps are going out.‘” But 
the wise replied, ‘Perhaps there will 
not be enough for us and for you;  go 
rather to the dealers and buy for 
yourselves.’ “And while they went to 
buy, the bridegroom came, and those 
who were ready went in with him to 
the marriage feast; and the door was 
shut.  Afterward the other maidens 
came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to 
us.’  But he replied, ‘Truly, I say to you, 
I do not know you.’  “Watch therefore, 
for you know neither the day not the 
hour.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: 
Psalm 23:1-2    
The Lord is my shepherd; there is 
nothing I shall want.  Fresh and green 
are the pastures where he gives me 
repose, near restful waters he leads 
me. 


