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SUNDAY MASS
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord. 
Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear 
them, and I will be their Lord forever.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:6-9.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 145.

RESPONSE:
The Lord is close to all who call him.

1. I will bless you day after day,
 and praise your name forever and ever.
 The Lord is great and highly to be praised;
 his greatness cannot be measured. ℟
2. The Lord is kind and full of compassion,
 slow to anger, abounding in mercy.
 How good is the Lord to all,
 compassionate to all his creatures. ℟
3. The Lord is just in all his ways,
 and holy in all his deeds.
 The Lord is close to all who call him,
 who call on him in truth. ℟
SECOND READING: Philippians 1:20-24, 27.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia! Open our hearts, O Lord, that 
we may listen to the words of your Son. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
You have laid down your precepts to be carefully 
kept; may my ways be fi rm in keeping your statutes.

❈

❈
CHURCH OF  THE  WORD

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time  Year A 
Divine Offi ce: Week I  20 September 2020

The Acts of the Apostles

Saint Paul, Byzantine ivory relief, 6th – 
early 7th century (Musée de Cluny)

The Acts of the Apostles is “part two” of 
the good news narrated by Saint Luke.

It is important to keep Luke’s continuity 
in mind: continuity between 
the good news of Jesus and the 
good news of his missionary 
Church. The all-important link 
in the chain of continuity is 
the Holy Spirit. Just as Luke 
spoke about the infl uence and 
power of the Holy Spirit in the 
life of Jesus, so he shows the 
unleashing of the gifts of that 
same Spirit in the life of the 
Church, when the Apostles, 
Mary and other disciples were 
gathered in the Upper Room 
at Pentecost.

The Acts of the Apostles 
are just that: acts, i.e. their 
agenda as guided by the Holy 
Spirit. Look at it in terms of the 
continuum, “within–between–
beyond”. The Holy Spirit within 
each believer joins them 
together as a community 
united (between) in prayer and 
the “breaking of the bread”, 
and sends them beyond into 
mission. The same dynamic 
occurs with Saint Paul whose 
conversion we read about in 
Acts 9 and 22. The work of the 
Spirit within him, led him into 
the fellowship of the followers 
of Jesus, and pretty soon he 
became the most zealous 
missionary of them all, going 
well beyond the boundaries of 
Palestine as it was then.

But the process wasn’t a 
walk in the park, and we 
soon find some unpleasant 
tensions and confl icts in the 
early Church. This can be a 
good thing. For one, it forces people to clarify 
their thoughts. But also makes them trust 
guidance from above rather than their own 
human abilities. The big tension at the time was 

about the identity of the Church and her fi eld 
of mission. Was Christianity merely a Jewish 
“reform” (as many believed) or was it open to 

all? Was it “catholic” – that is, 
universal? Paul could become 
pretty hot-headed about this! 
He was adamant that Jesus 
came to save ALL, not just 
a few. And that one did not 
need to pass through the 
Jewish faith fi rst to become a 
Christian. 

When matters got tense it 
was decided to call a council, 
an assembly of the Apostles 
and other early leaders in 
the Church to “look into the 
matter” (Acts 16:6). This is 
now known as the Council of 
Jerusalem, the fi rst of dozens 
of councils in the 2000-year 
history of the Church called to 
discern where the Holy Spirit is 
blowing in changing contexts 
and circumstances of history. 
It is quite signifi cant that the 
“minutes” of the Council of 
Jerusalem contain the words, 
“It has been decided by the 
Holy Spirit and by us….” What 
a claim – Holy Spirit and us! 
(Acts 15:28) But this is in 
continuity with the mission of 
Jesus, sent by the Father in 
the power of the Holy Spirit, 
who before his Ascension (Acts 
1:6-11) gave the commission 
to “go into the whole world”.

The early Church used to 
build altars facing East as a 
symbol of Christ Risen – the 
rising sun. But go to modern-
day Jaffa (Joppa in Acts 10, 
where St Peter had his vision) 
north of Tel Aviv and you will 

fi nd the people facing west, looking to the 
lands across the Mediterranean sea. This is 
deliberate, to symbolise that the Church must 
look beyond, always towards mission.

Live the Word 
T H E  W E E K  A H E A D

(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
A=Apostle; E=Evangelist; M=Martyr

Mon 21 Sep ST MATTHEW, AE
Ephesians 4:1-7.11-13; Psalm 19; Matthew 9:9-13
Matthew tells his own conversion story in his Gospel. 
For Matthew, Jesus' name was mercy – this was his 
personal experience as an apostle. His Gospel is 
not called the Gospel of Mercy for nothing. 

Sun 27 Sep 26TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Ezekiel 18:25-28; Psalm 25; Matthew 21:28-32
The Holy Spirit moves with power through creation, 
through mighty winds and tongues of fi re. It will not be 
manipulated or restrained. Yet it can also be seen in 
as simple an action as offering a cup of water to drink.

Sat 26 Sep  (Ss Cosmas & Damian, Ms)
Ecclesiastes 11:9–12:8; Psalm 90; Luke 9:43-45
The cross and the resurrection will echo through every 
human life. The dark periods in our lives usually have 
something to teach us – and eventually they give way 
to periods of joy. Darkness passes, but joy lasts forever.

Fri 25 Sep  Liturgy of the Day
Ecclesiastes 3:1-11; Psalm 144; Luke 9:18-22
It is humbling to know that what we are most familiar 
with – our own life – seems so insubstantial and frag-
ile. But the best evidence of God's care for us is our 
life itself. We all bear the mark of the Creator's hand.

Thu 24 Sep Liturgy of the Day  
Ecclesiastes 1:2-11; Psalm 90; Luke 9:7-9

We don't look to Herod as a model for faith, but he 
certainly had a determination to fi nd out just who Jesus 
was. Who do you say that he is? Is he a living presence 
in your life? Are you determined to know him better?

Wed 23 Sep St Pius of Pietrelcina
Proverbs 30:5-9; Psalm 119; Luke 9:1-6
How important is it for us to know how deeply God 
loves us? How would this knowledge affect our 
daily lives? And what kind of response could we 
make for so great a gift?

Tue 22 Sep (St Maurice & companions, Ms)  
Proverbs 21:1-6.10-13; Psalm 119; Luke 8:19-21
In today's Gospel, Jesus defi nes a broader concept 
of family – one that goes well beyond blood relatives. 
He tells us that if we put God's word into action we 
become members of this large family – his family.
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C: 072 968 3394 
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Email:   sfx@telkomsa.net                                                    
Website:  www.stfrancisxavier.org.za

 
Guided by the Holy Spirit, we strive, as a Parish,      

 to grow into disciples of Jesus Christ, 
reaching out in Faith into a wider Community. 

 
Prayer Circle:   
Contact Jeannette Nicholson  
031 467 7658 / 083 524 5619 
 

SICK & HOSPITALISED PARISHIONERS:  
Please inform Father Mike on 072 968 3394, or the 
parish office, of any parishioners in danger of death and 
requiring Viaticum.   
 

REPOSITORY IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE:  
See notice on door for contact numbers for items 
urgently required. 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:   The seriously sick: 
Dorothea Johns, Anthony Norris, Brian Fuller, Judy 
Willman, Scarlett Wright, Patrick Marx and Veronica 
Dundee. 
The Repose of the Souls of:  Ann Barker and  
                                               Yvonne Newton 

  

 
MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS:         
Sat    19 Sep   5.00pm 
Teenage Confirmation Candidates of 2020, their  
                                                 Sponsors and Families 
Graham Scullard R.I.P. & Pearly Scullard R.I.P.   
                                                        [Thompson Family] 
Evelyn Friel R.I.P. [Friel Family] 
Sun  20 Sep    8.00am 
All Parishioners  
Sun  20 Sep    5.00pm 
Repose of the Souls of All the Deceased [Maria Caetano] 
Lyn Rossell’s Birthday [Betty] 
Peter Jannemann R.I.P. & Gertrude De Sissing R.I.P. 
                                                                 [King Family]                       
Mon  21 Sep  8.00am                                  
Gabriela Marillier’s Birthday [Family] 
Chrystal King R.I.P. & Robert Houghton R.I.P. [Celise  
                                                                            King] 
Joan Titus R.I.P. [Buckley Family] 
Tue   22 Sep    5.30pm               
Cathy Frankson’s Birthday [Family]  
Sr Felicity, OP, Birthday [Frankson Family] 
Beatrice Earlam R.I.P. [Kevin & Dianne] 
Wed  23 Sep   8.00am 
Gerald Horstman’s Birthday [Family] 
Beard Family’s Thanksgiving                                                                    
Thu   24 Sep   10.00am                                                                                                                                                     
Teenage Confirmation Candidates of 2020, their  
                                                  Sponsors and Families 
Fri     25 Sep   8.00am 
Bill Horstman R.I.P. [Family] 
Sat    26 Sep   5.00pm 
Thompson Family’s Thanksgiving 
Ivan & Quintin Plowman R.I.P. [Sheila] 
Michele Atkins’ Thanksgiving 
Sun  27 Sep    7.00am 
All Worldwide Volunteers of SSVP [Elton & Sarah Firmin] 
ALL Bluff Members of SSVP [Sarah] 
Hugh & Carl Seale R.I.P. [Seale Family] 
Sun  27 Sep    9.00am 
Eric Davids R.I.P. [Family] 
Nolan King R.I.P. [Buckley Family] 
 

 
 

Please note change of SUNDAY Mass times from 
SUNDAY 27 SEPTEMBER 2020. 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS: 
Tue     22 Sep  
6.30pm    Parish Pastoral Committee Meeting – Hall 
 

 

 
GUIDELINES FOR VISITS TO THE PARISH 
OFFICE:  
a)  Your temperature will be taken and registered with  
     your name and contact number. 
b)  If your temperature is above 38°C, entry may be 
     denied. 
c)  A face mask must be worn at all times, hands will  
     be sanitized, and a safe distance of 1.5m is to be 
     kept. 
d)  Small items may be dropped into the locked  
     letterbox outside the office door (it will be cleared 
     daily). 
 
 
PARISH OFFICE OPEN ALL NEXT WEEK (EXCEPT 
THURSDAY): Please ring or email your Mass 
attendance choices (three options). Please note 
change of SUNDAY MASS TIMES.  
 
SOUTHERN CROSS: The Southern Cross will soon 
cease to exist as a weekly newspaper.  From October 
2020 it will be only be available as a monthly 
magazine, hard copy or digital @ R30 per month  
Those parishioners who are interested in subscribing  
to  it,  are  requested  to  contact  the  parish office as 
soon as possible by phone or email, so that we may 
order the correct number of copies. 
 
TEENAGE CONFIRMATION 2020:  
REMINDER: The second 2020 Teenage Confirmation 
Ceremony will take place this THURSDAY 24 
SEPTEMBER at 10.00am, with Archbishop Abel 
Gabuza in attendance and they will be for the 
Candidates, their immediate families, Sponsors and 
Catechists ONLY. 
 
 
THANKS: We would like to thank Father Mike Foley 
and the Parishioners of St Francis Xavier for the 
cards, flowers and kind expressions of sympathy 
shown following Nolan’s passing.  Your support at this 
difficult time was very much appreciated and will 

always be remembered by the family of NOLAN 
JEROME KING Born 17/08/1969 – Called to Rest 
26/08/2020.  Much love from the King Family. 
 

MASS ATTENDANCE: Following the information given 
by President Ramaphosa this week, we await a directive 
from the Archdiocese regarding any changes to be 
made. Until such time, we will continue in the same 
manner as before.  As soon as a notification is received, 
you will be notified via email, parish groups, and on the 
parish website.    
 
Those parishioners who have not filled in the Diolync 
Census Form are requested to urgently do so, either in 
paper form (available from the office and the back of the 
church) or online via the Diolync website or QR code 
below (one form per parishioner). The email addresses 
supplied will be used for future communication from the 
parish.  

 
www.jotform.com/supajus/bluff-parish-census-form 

 

http://www.jotform.com/supajus/bluff-parish-census-form


 
25TH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

●   YEAR A     ●  20 SEPTEMBER 2020 
DIVINE OFFICE: WEEK I 

DAILY MASS READINGS:  YEAR II 

 
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:  
I am the salvation of the people, says 
the Lord.  Should they cry to me in any 
distress, I will hear them, and I will be 
their Lord forever.. 
 
 
FIRST READING: 
Isaiah 55:6-9 
Seek the Lord while he may be found, 
call on him while he is still near;  let 
the wicked forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts;  let him 
return to the Lord, that he may have 
mercy on him, and to our God, for he 
will abundantly pardon.  For my 
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither 
are your ways my ways, says the Lord.   
For as the heavens are higher than 
the earth, so are my ways higher than 
your ways and my thoughts than your 
thoughts. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 

 

 
PSALM: 
Psalm 145 
R. The Lord is Close to all who call 
him. 
 

I will bless you day after day, 
and praise your name forever and 
ever. 
The Lord is great and highly to be 
praised; 
his greatness cannot be measured.. 
  …R 
 
The Lord is kind and full of 
compassion, 
slow to anger, abounding in mercy. 
How good is the Lord to all, 
compassionate to all his creatures. 
   …R  
 
The Lord is just in all his ways, 
and holy in all his deeds. 
The Lord is close to all who call him, 
who call on him in truth. 
   …R 
 
SECOND READING: 
Philippians 1:20-24, 27. 
Brethren: Christ will be honoured in my 
body, whether by life or by death.  For 
to me to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain.  If it is to be life in the flesh, that 
means fruitful labour for me.  Yet 
which I shall choose I cannot tell.  I am 
hard pressed between the two.  My 
desire is to depart and be with Christ, 
for that is far better.  Bur to remain in 
the flesh is more necessary on your 
account.  Only let your manner of life 
be worthy of the Gospel of Christ. 
                                          
The word of the Lord. 

 
ALLELUIA:  
Acts 16:14 
R. Alleluia. 
Open our hearts, O Lord, that we may 
listen to the words of your Son.  
R. Alleluia. 
 
 
GOSPEL: 
Matthew 20:1-16  
At that time: Jesus told his disciples 
this parable: “The kingdom of heaven 
is like a householder who went out 
early in the morning to hire labourers 
for his vineyard.  After agreeing with 
the labourers for a denarius a day, he 
sent them into his vineyard.  And 
going about the third hour he saw 
others standing idle in the 
marketplace; and to them he said, 
‘You go into the vineyard too, and 
whatever is right I will give you.’  So 
they went.  “Going out again about the 
sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did 
the same.  And about the eleventh 
hour he went out and found others 
standing; and he said to them, ‘Why 
do you stand here idle all day?’  “They 
said to him, ‘Because no one has 
hired us.’  “He said to them, ‘You go 
into the vineyard too.’  “And when 
evening came, the owner of the 
vineyard said to his steward, ‘Call the 
labourers and pay them their wages, 
beginning with the last, up to the first.’  
And when those hired about the 
eleventh hour came, each of them 
received on denarius.  Now when the 
first came, they thought they would 
receive more;  but each of them also 
received a denarius.  And on receiving  
 

 
it they grumbled at the householder, 
saying, ‘These last worked only one 
hour, and you have made them equal 
to us who have borne the burden of 
the day and the scorching heat.’  “But 
he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am 
doing you no wrong; did you not agree 
with me for a denarius?  Take what 
belongs to you, and go;  I choose to 
give to this last as I give to you.  Am I 
not allowed to do what I choose with 
what belong to me?  Or do you 
begrudge my generosity?’  So the last 
will be first, and the first last.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON: 
Psalm 118:4-5    
You have laid down your precepts to 
be carefully kept.  May my ways be 
firm in keeping your statutes.  


