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SUNDAY MASS
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
God is in his holy place, God who unites those 
who dwell in his house; he himself gives might 
and strength to his people.

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5, 7-12.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 119.

RESPONSE:
O Lord, how I love your law.

1. I have said, ‘O Lord, my portion
 is to obey your words’.
 The law from your mouth means more to me 
 than large quantities of silver and gold. ℟
2. Let your merciful love console me 
 by your promise to your servant. 
 Show me compassion, that I may live, 
 for your law is my delight. ℟
3. That is why I love your commands
 more than fi nest gold,
 why I rule my life by your precepts,
 and hate false ways. ℟
4. Your decrees are wonderful indeed;
 therefore my soul obeys them.
 The unfolding of your word gives light,
 and understanding to the simple. ℟
SECOND READING: Romans 8:28-30.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia! Blessed are you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, that you have revealed to 
little ones the mysteries of the kingdom. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:44-52.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and never forget all 
his benefi ts.

❈
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CHURCH OF  THE  WORD

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time  Year A 
Divine Offi ce: Week I  26 July 2020

Moses, Elijah and Christ
Christians approach the Bible conscious 

of the many connections between the 
Old and the New Testaments. Nowhere 

is this more evident than in the account of 
the Transfi guration of 
Jesus on Mount Tabor. 
There we notice that 
two o f  the  most 
signifi cant persons in 
the Old Testament 
appear with Christ: 
“they were Moses and 
Elijah, appearing in 
glory”. Anyone familiar 
w i th  the Hebrew 
Scriptures would know 
immediate ly  that 
Moses represents the 
Law and Elijah the 
Prophets. 

The lives of Moses 
and Elijah had been 
marked by close and 
personal experiences 
of God. Moses had 
several encounters 
with God: at the 
burning bush; the 
Exodus from Egypt; 
but the most intense 
experience of all was 
on Mount Sinai in the revelation to him of the 
Covenant of Love. Finally Moses was privileged 
to have an intimate encounter with God from 
a cleft of a rock on the holy mountain: “I shall 
take my hand away and you will see my back; 
but my face will not be seen”. Moses was not 
just a liberator, he also embodied the Holy Law 
and handed it on to the people of Israel and to 
the world.

Elijah the prophet had not only exposed the 
many false prophets of Baal but he too had an 
intimate experience of God at Mount Horeb. 
He was instructed by God to leave his hiding 
place and stand on the mountain “for at that 
moment Yahweh was going by”. Elijah did not 
fi nd God in the hurricane, nor in the earthquake, 
nor in the fi re, but in a light murmuring sound 
“and he covered his face with his cloak” and 

then spoke with God (1 Kings 19:9-18). 
Elijah’s prophetic vocation was to reassert the 
supremacy of Yahweh as the one and only God. 
In his life and work he received the Message of 

God and handed it on 
to others, becoming 
thereby a  great 
prophet.

 On Mount Tabor, 
Moses and Elijah in 
the company of Jesus 
were “speaking of 
his passing which he 
was to accomplish 
in Jerusalem” (Luke 
9:28-36). The veil 
which hid the divinity 
of Christ was lifted 
and Jesus was seen 
in his glory, giving 
Peter, James and 
John a glimpse of 
what was to come 
in the Resurrection 
of their Lord. The 
conversation between 
the t ransf igured 
Christ, Moses and 
Elijah concerned his 
passover through 
death into the full-

ness of glory in his humanity.
Consider the connections. Moses handed on 

the Law, Jesus gave Grace and Truth. Moses 
had given manna in the desert; Jesus gave his 
body and blood for the life of the world. Moses 
lifted up the bronze serpent in the desert to cure 
those bitten by living serpents; Jesus was lifted 
up on the Cross to draw all humanity into the 
Kingdom of God.

Elijah vanished from the earth “in a chariot of 
fi re” driven by horses of fi re… and Elijah went 
up to heaven in the whirlwind” (2 Kings 2:1-11). 
Jesus ascended into heaven “a cloud took him 
from their sight” (Acts 1:9).

To understand Moses and Elijah and all the 
Hebrew Scriptures is to understand the mystery 
of God’s fi nal revelation in Jesus Christ, his own 
Beloved Son.

12th Century icon of the Transfi guration 
at St Catherine’s Monastery, Sinai

Live the Word 
T H E  W E E K  A H E A D

(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
P=Pope; M=Martyr; B=Bishop; D=Doctor; Pr=Priest

Mon 27 Jul  Liturgy of the Day
Jeremiah 13:1-11; Deut. 32:18-21; Matthew 13:31-35
A seed contains such mystery, with its potential to 
break open and pour out life. We, too, grew from a 
seed, and like the mustard seed we are fi lled with 
endless possiblities for growth.

Sun 2 Aug 18TH SUNDAY  IN ORDINARY TIME
Isaiah 55:1-3; Psalm 145; Matthew 14:13-21
What do you want to present when you face the 
Lord: a list of what you owned, or a list of whom you 
loved? Lord help me to clear away the stuff that 
keeps me from you and other people.

Sat 1 Aug  St Alphonsus Liguori, BD
Jeremiah 26:11-16.24; Psalm 69; Matthew 14:1-12
To Jeremiah, prayer was not just a matter of petition-
ing or thanking God. It was an intimate sharing of the 
soul. Whatever his tensions, he brought them to God. 
Be honest with God in your prayer.

Fri 31 Jul  St Ignatius of Loyola, Pr
Jeremiah 26:1-9; Psalm 69; Matthew 13:54-58
A prophet is one who speaks for God. Like Jeremiah, 
ask God to anoint you with words that both challenge 
and bless, so that you can be a healing presence in 
our suffering world.

Thu 30 Jul (St Peter Chrysologus, BD)  
Jeremiah 18:1-6; Psalm 146; Matthew 13:47-53

Worried, unhappy or dissatisfi ed about where you are 
in your life? Do you know that being exactly where you 
are is right where you are supposed to be. God is with 
you in whatever place or situation you fi nd yourself.

Wed 29 Jul St Martha
1 John 4:7-16; Psalm 34; John 11:19-27
Martha had the courage to take her agenda to 
Jesus, instead of just stewing about it. Because he 
loved her, Jesus could speak directly to her problem 
and begin the process of healing. So too with us.

Tue 28 Jul (St Victor I, PM)  
Jeremiah 14:17-22; Psalm 79; Matthew 13:36-43
When we fi nd ourselves in a low place we begin to 
realise how much we need to be robed in God's 
compassion, but perhaps just as important is learning 
how to offer our own compassion to our weaknesses.
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To order email orders@rpp.org.za, or order 
directly from our website www.rpp.org.za.

R70
plus delivery

In this book Larry 
Kaufmann explores 
the grace of the Holy 
Spirit at work in 
very human realities 
such as depression, 
illness, suffering 
injustice, loneliness, 
and relationship 
breakdown. Each 
chapter includes 
practical suggestions 
for prayer.



                      

St Francis Xavier Catholic Parish 
Father Michael Foley, OMI (Parish Priest) 

C: 072 968 3394 
Deacon Malcolm Wright H: 031 466 4524 
Deacon Carl Emmanuel  C: 082 493 8668 

Patrick Marescia (PPC Chairperson) 
Franklin Ferdinand (Finance Chairperson) 
Office Hours: Open – see notice on door 
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Tel:   031 467 0524 
Fax:  031 467 3854 

Email:   sfx@telkomsa.net                                                    
Website:  www.stfrancisxavier.org.za

 
Guided by the Holy Spirit, we strive, as a Parish,      

 to grow into disciples of Jesus Christ, 
reaching out in Faith into a wider Community. 

 

Prayer Circle:   
Contact Jeannette Nicholson  
031 467 7658 / 083 524 5619 
 

SICK & HOSPITALISED PARISHIONERS:  
Please inform Father Mike on 072 968 3394, or the 
parish office, of any parishioners in danger of death and 
requiring Viaticum.   
 

REPOSITORY IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE:  
See notice on door for contact numbers for items 
urgently required. 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:   The seriously sick: 
(see list of names on outside notice board) and 
especially Dorothea Johns, Rita De Jager, Anthony 
Norris, Brian Fuller, Judy Willman, Scarlett Wright, 
Patrick Marx and Andy Rossell.   
 

 

MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS:         
All Intentions booked will be included in the daily 
Masses celebrated by Fr Mike. Please join in Spiritual 
Communion with the Church, if you are able to do so. 
 

This Week’s Mass Intentions: 
Sat    25 Jul & Sun   26 Jul 
Les Paul R.I.P. [Thompson Family]  
Doreen Pierce R.I.P. [Emmanuel Family] 
All Grandparents [Brianne Frankson] 
Theres Pottier’s Birthday [Buckley Family] 
Braden Van Kratenburg’s Birthday [Family] 
Mon  27 Jul  
Theres Pottier’s Birthday [Gevase, Kelin & Kaylee] 
Michael Ambrose’s Healing [Dhunraj Family] 
Tue   28 Jul  
Fr Chris Richmond’s Birthday [Frankson Family] 
Kerry-Lee Ogle’s Birthday [Kerwyn & Korey] 
Wed  29 Jul  
Audley & Bessie Frankson’s Wedding Anniversary                                  
Thu   30 Jul                       [Family]                                                                                                                    
Leo & Leonie Jacobs’ Wedding Anniversary 
Simone Dhunraj’s Special Intention [Family]  
Fri     31 Jul 
Manuel & Lucy De Gouveia R.I.P.  [John De Gouveia] 
Sat    01 Aug & Sun   02 Aug 
Pam Riley R.I.P. [Emmanuel Family]  
Ken & Nancy McCartie R.I.P. [Geraldine] 
All Missionaries World-wide [Sarah Firmin] 
Delarn Ferdinand’s Birthday [Ferdinand Family] 
 
 

GUIDELINES FOR VISITS TO THE PARISH OFFICE:  
a)  Your temperature will be taken and registered with  
     your name and contact number. 
b)  If your temperature is above 38°C, entry may be 
     denied. 
c)  A face mask must be worn at all times, hands will be 
     sanitized, and a safe distance of 1.5m is to be kept. 
d)  Small items may be dropped into the locked letterbox 
     outside the office door (it will be cleared daily). 
 
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED TWO DAYS A WEEK: 
The parish office will be closed each week on Mondays 
and Tuesdays for the next few weeks.   
 
 

THANKS: Fr Mike would like, on behalf of the whole 
parish, to express gratitude to the musicians and choir 
members who provide hymns for our online Sunday 
Masses, and also to Paul Madlala,   who records and 
posts our liturgy on both Facebook and YouTube each 
weekend. Their faithfulness and dedication is much 
appreciated.  

LIVING FAITH – July to Sept: 7 extra copies still 
available @ R30 each from the parish office, mornings 
only – Wednesdays to Fridays. 
 
 

FR MIKE’S WEEKLY HOMILY:   
This Sunday's scripture readings focus our attention on 
decisions.  
 
If God came to you in a dream and said: “I will grant you 
one wish.” What would you ask for? In fact, when you 
pray, what do you ask for? What is it that you are looking 
for in your life? What is that ‘pearl of great price’ that you 
so deeply desire to have? 
 
In our First Reading this Sunday we read, “The LORD 
appeared to Solomon in a dream at night. God said, ‘Ask 
something of me and I will give it to you.’ 
 
After considering the Lord’s offer, Solomon responds, 
“Give your servant, therefore, an understanding heart.” 
Solomon asks for the understanding and wisdom he 
needs as king of Israel to govern God’s people. 
 
In asking for that gift, Solomon reveals that he already 
has a depth of wisdom. 
 
Solomon does not ask for a long life. Solomon does not 
ask for riches. Solomon does not ask for the death of his 
enemies.  
 
What Solomon asks for, and is granted, is the wisdom he 
needs to govern his people, and the understanding 
required to discern what is truly right in the eyes of God.  
 
Surely we too need the wisdom to appreciate what is 
represented by the treasure and the pearl of great price 
mentioned in this Sunday’s Gospel. That treasure, that 
pearl, Jesus tells us, is “the kingdom of heaven “ 
 
We were made part of that kingdom at baptism. There 
God the Father claimed us as his children. There Jesus 
revealed himself as our Saviour and Brother. And there 
we were empowered with the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
 
If we have the wisdom to live as members of that 
kingdom, we learn the meaning and purpose of our 
existence. We recognize we are personally known and 
loved by God. We see our connectedness with others. 
We believe that death does not lead to annihilation but 
rather to God rewarding those who respond to his 
goodness. As Jesus tells us in Sunday’s Gospel, at the 

judgment the angels of God will be like fishermen sorting 
their catch - keeping what is good and throwing away 
what is useless. 
 
The truly wise and understanding person knows the 
value of having a relationship with Christ, of being part of 
God’s kingdom, and being able to discern between what 
benefits and what destroys our life and happiness. 
 
When we look around us we don’t always see what God 
would wish for his people and we need to ask ourselves 
seriously, what causes corruption, theft, war, violence, 
murder, hunger, poverty, abuse, abortion, divorce, 
discrimination, greed, adultery, and all the other moral 
evils that darken our world? 
 
The answer to that question can be found in the initial 
chapters of the Book of Genesis. There we read how the 
first human beings were confronted with a choice: follow 
the direction of the tempter or follow the direction of 
God.  
 
They decided to follow the way of the tempter. As a 
result, they lost their place in paradise and human life 
was forever changed, and not for the better. Their wrong 
decision led to the beginning of evil and sin.  
 
That surely would not be what we are looking for. That 
surely would not be what we would ask for.  
 
But are we prepared to discern in our own lives what is 
useful and what is useless, what needs to be kept and 
what needs to be thrown away. What are we prepared to 
‘sell’ or get rid of in order to open ourselves to the gift of 
what we most deeply need and desire, to own the 
treasure hidden in the field and embrace the pearl of 
great price. 
 

 



 
17TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
●   YEAR A          ●  26 JULY 2020 

DIVINE OFFICE: WEEK I 
DAILY MASS READINGS:  YEAR II 

 
 
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: 
Psalm 67:6-7. 36 
God is in his holy place, God who 
unites those who dwell in his house;  
he himself gives might and strength to 
his people.  
 
 
 
FIRST READING: 
1 Kings 3:5. 7-12 
In those days: At Gibeon the Lord 
appeared to Solomon in a dream by 
night; and God said, “Ask what I shall 
give you.”  And Solomon said, “O Lord 
my God, you have made your servant 
king in place of David my father, 
although I am but a little child;  I do not 
know how to go out or come in.  And 
your servant is in the midst of your 
people whom you have chosen, a 
great people, that cannot be 
numbered or counted for multitude.  
Give your servant therefore the 
understanding mind to govern your 
people, that I may discern between 
good and evil; for who is able to 
govern this great people of yours?”  It 
pleased the Lord that Solomon had 
asked this.  And God said to him, 
“Because you have asked this, and 
have not asked for yourself long life or 
riches or the life of your enemies, but 
have asked for yourself the 
understanding to discern what is right, 
 

 
behold, I now do according to your 
word.  Behold, I give you a wise and 
discerning mind, so that none like you 
has been before you and none shall 
arise after you.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 

 
 
PSALM: 
Psalm 119: 
R. O Lord, how I love your law. 
 

I have said, “O Lord, my portion 
is to obey your words.”  
The law from your mouth means  
more to me 
than large quantities of silver and gold.  
                                                       R 
 

Let your merciful love console me 
by your promise to your servant. 
Show me your compassion, that I  
may live, 
for your law is my delight.   R 
 

That is why I love your commands 
more than finest gold, 
why I rule my life by your precepts, 
and hate false ways.   R 
 

Your decrees are wonderful indeed; 
therefore my soul obeys them. 
The unfolding of your word gives light, 
and understanding to the simple.   R 
 

 

SECOND READING: 
Romans 8:28-30 
Brethren:  We know that in everything 
God works for good with those who 
love him,  who are called according to 
his purpose.  For those whom he 
foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, in 
order that he might be the first-born 
among many brethren.  And those 
whom he predestined he also called; 
and those whom he called he also 
justified; and those whom he justified 
he also glorified. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
 
ALLELUIA: 
Matthew 11:25 
R. Alleluia. 
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, that you have 
revealed to little ones the mysteries of 
the kingdom. 
R. Alleluia. 
 

 
 

 
GOSPEL: 
Matthew 13:44-52 
Jesus said to the crowds, “The 
kingdom of heaven is like a treasure 
hidden in a field, which a man found 
and covered up; then in his joy he 
goes and sells all that he has and 
buys that field.  Again, the kingdom of 
heaven is like a merchant in search of 
fine pearls, who, on finding one pearl 
of great value, went and sold all that 
he had and bought it. 
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
net which was thrown into the sea and 
gathered fish of every kind; when it 
was full, men drew it ashore and sat 
down and sorted the good into vessels 
but threw away the bad.  So it will be 
at the close of the age.  The angels 
will come out and separate the evil 
from the righteous, and throw them 
into the furnace of fire, where there will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
“Have you understood all this?”  They 
said to him. “Yes.”  And he said to 
them, “Therefore every scribe who has 
been trained for the kingdom of 
heaven is like a householder who 
brings out of his treasure what is new 
and what is old.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
 
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON: 
Psalm 102:2     
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and never 
forget all his benefits.  
 

 
 


