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SUNDAY MASS
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
As for me, in justice I shall behold your face; I shall 
be fi lled with the vision of your glory.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-11.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 65.

RESPONSE:
The seed that fell into good soil 
yielded a hundredfold.

1. You visit the earth, give it water;
 you fi ll it with riches.
 God’s ever-fl owing river brims over
 to prepare the grain. ℟
2. And thus you provide for the earth;
 you drench its furrows;
 you level it, soften it with showers;
 you bless its growth. ℟
3. You crown the year with your bounty.
 Abundance fl ows in your pathways;
 in pastures of the desert it fl ows. ℟
4. The hills are girded with joy.
 The meadows clothed with fl ocks.
 The valleys are decked with wheat.
 They shout for joy; yes, they sing! ℟
SECOND READING: Romans 8:18-23.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia! The seed is the word of God, 
and the sower is Christ; all who fi nd him will abide 
for ever. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-23.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
The sparrow fi nds a home, and the swallow a nest 
for her young; at your altars, O Lord of hosts, my 
King and my God. Blessed are they who dwell in 
your house, forever singing your praise.

❈

❈
CHURCH OF  THE  WORD

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time  Year A 
Divine Offi ce: Week III  12 July 2020

The Pentateuch

The word “Pentateuch” is ancient Greek for 
“fi ve books” and it refers to the fi rst fi ve 
books of the library we call the Bible. The Jews 

refer to these books as “The Law/Torah”.  These 
books are: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers 
and Deuteronomy.

These fi ve books are not just the fi rst in order. 
For the Jews they are the most sacred writings in 
existence. It is diffi cult for us to grasp just how 
sacred the Torah is for all Jews.  Loosely attributed 
to Moses, these fi ve books reveal the God who 
created all things; they recount in various ways 
the origin of creation and the sacred history of 
early humankind.

When we open the Bible, we have to set aside 
our usual understanding of history and science. 
These writings, especially the Pentateuch, are 
not imparting secular history and they are not 
textbooks of ancient science. They are religious 
texts couched in a great variety of literary forms 
and have a religious purpose. Whether a Bible truth 
is expressed in a poem, a hymn, a law, a fable, 
a myth, or a love story, the religious purpose is 
uppermost. It is a message from God.

The Pentateuch reveals that God is the ultimate 
creator of all that exists; that  creation is good, 
that human beings are all made in the image and 
likeness of God; that despite the human tendency 
to sin, God delivers humanity from evil. At the heart 
of the Pentateuch is the great Covenant of love 
between God and humankind made on Mount Sinai.

A close study of the Pentateuch has shown 
that it was put together over hundreds of years, 
roughly from the time of King Solomon (10th or 
9th century BC) to the time of the Babylonian Exile 
(587-538 BC).

Genesis
The Book of Genesis can be divided into two 

distinct parts. Chapter 1-11 deals with creation, 
the fi rst humans and their fate. Chapters 12-50 
deal with the Patriarchs and Matriarchs: Abraham, 
Sarah (12-25), Jacob (27-36) and Joseph (37-50).

Exodus
As its title suggests, Exodus deals with the 

liberation of the Chosen People from slavery in 
Egypt. The fi rst half of the book deals with the 
marvels worked to liberate the people and the 
wanderings in the desert. The second half focusses 
on the revelation on Mount Sinai, the Covenant, 
the Law and divine worship.

Leviticus
This book spells out in detail the implications of 

the Sinai Covenant for divine worship (1-16) and in 
chapters 17-27 it articulates the ethical implications 
for daily social life and worship. The book is a clear 
call to holiness.

Numbers
The theme of the Book of Numbers is the journey 

through the desert toward the Promised Land. The 
long journey is used to recount the temptations 
faced by the Chosen People, their weaknesses, the 
role of Moses, and many small regulations, until 
the death of Moses.

Deuteronomy
This last book of the Pentateuch presents the 

Law of Sinai in a new (deutero=second) way. 
It stresses the holiness of the Covenant and 
reinforces the dominance of love in the mystery 
of life, both human and divine.

In the words of a hymn, “God has spoken to His 
people, alleluia!” Not just then, between 900–500 
BC but even now in 2020 AD.

Live the Word 
T H E  W E E K  A H E A D

(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
Pr=Priest; B=Bishop; D=Doctor

Mon 13 Jul  (St Henry)
Isaiah 1:10-17; Psalm 50; Matthew 10:34–11:1
Each harsh, negative approach we extend to an-
other person contributes to the cruelty pervading 
society. Likewise, each positive, loving action we 
choose to do lessens the violence that life contains.

Sun 19 Jul 16TH SUNDAY  IN ORDINARY TIME
Wisdom 12:13.16-19; Psalm 86; Matthew 13:24-43
Today’s psalm describes God as ‘slow to anger’. 
Resolve to live today being slow to anger – for if we 
are slow to anger in small matters, we will learn to stay 
more calm and rational in larger ones.

Sat 18 Jul  Liturgy of the Day
Micah 2:1-5; Psalm 10; Matthew 12:14-21
God always leaves us with the freedom to choose our 
path. Sometimes, if we make poor choices, we bear 
the consequences, but with Christ it is when we are 
most bruised and smoldering that he is closest to us.

Fri 17 Jul  Liturgy of the Day
Isaiah 38:1-6.21-22.7-8; Isaiah 38:10-12.16; Matt. 12:1-8
God's laws are not constrictive, but freeing. When 
we love without measure and forgive without blame, 
God's love is magnifi ed through our merciful service 
to others. We are not to be slaves to petty thinking.

Thu 16 Jul (Our Lady of Mount Carmel)  
Isaiah 26:7-9.12.16-19; Psalm 102; Matthew 11:28-30

Prayer involves listening with the ‘ears of the heart.’ 
It is a quiet listening that invites humility in order to 
become attuned to voices other than one’s own – 
and to learn from them.

Wed 15 Jul St Bonaventure, BD
Isaiah 10:5-7.13-16; Psalm 94; Matthew 11:25-27
Gandhi said, ‘become the change you wish to see 
in the world’. If we wish to see more caring and 
more justice, we must therefore learn to care, and 
to act. We are God’s hands and voice in our world.

Tue 14 Jul (St Camillus de Lellis, Pr)  
Isaiah 7:1-9; Psalm 48; Matthew 11:20-24
Jesus warned the three towns against a smug sense 
of superiority. Yet how often do we look at how fl awed 
other individuals, societies or groups are while failing 
to acknowledge, and weed out, our own defects?

When last did your 

parish experience 

the revival that a 

PARISH MISSION
offers?

To book your mission contact Fr Bafana at bafanah@
hotmail.com or Fr William at wtikre@yahoo.com
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St Francis Xavier Catholic Parish 
Father Michael Foley, OMI (Parish Priest) 

C: 072 968 3394 
Deacon Malcolm Wright H: 031 466 4524 
Deacon Carl Emmanuel  C: 082 493 8668 

Patrick Marescia (PPC Chairperson) 
Franklin Ferdinand (Finance Chairperson) 
Office Hours: Open – see notice on door 

P O Box 16004  Bluff  4036  Durban 
Tel:   031 467 0524 
Fax:  031 467 3854 

Email:   sfx@telkomsa.net                                                    
Website:  www.stfrancisxavier.org.za

 
Guided by the Holy Spirit, we strive, as a Parish,      

 to grow into disciples of Jesus Christ, 
reaching out in Faith into a wider Community. 

 

Prayer Circle:   
Contact Jeannette Nicholson  
031 467 7658 / 083 524 5619 
 

SICK & HOSPITALISED PARISHIONERS:  
Please inform Father Mike on 072 968 3394, or the 
parish office, of any parishioners in danger of death and 
requiring Viaticum.   
 

REPOSITORY IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE:  
See notice on door for contact numbers for items 
urgently required. 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:   The seriously sick: 
(see list of names on outside notice board) and 
especially Dorothea Johns, Rita De Jager, Anthony 
Norris, Brian Beard, Brian Fuller, Judy Willman, Scarlett  
Wright, Patrick Marx and Lyn Rossell.   
 

 

 
MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS:         
All Intentions booked will be included in the daily 
Masses celebrated by Fr Mike. Please join in Spiritual 
Communion with the Church, if you are able to do so. 
 

This Week’s Mass Intentions: 
Sat    11 Jul  
Brevin Buckley’s Birthday [Family]  
Sarah Firmin’s Birthday [Family]  
Elton & Sarah Firmin’s Wedding Anniversary 
Sun   12 Jul 
Lorenzo Small’s Birthday [Ferdinand Family] 
Joshua Arnulphy’s Birthday [Patricia Arnulphy] 
All RCIA 2020 Participants [Brenda Dunn] 
Mon  13 Jul  
Lyn Rossell’s Recovery [Betty & Pat] 
All Parishioners 
Tue   14 Jul  
Dominic Ogle R.I.P.  [Kerry-Lee Ogle] 
Wed  15 Jul  
Repose of the Souls of All Deceased [Maria Caetano] 
Thu   16 Jul 
All Parishioners 
Fri     17 Jul 
The Repose of the Souls of Gertrude, Princess & 
Maryjane Zulu, and  
Cyprian, Dora, Cyril, Sigfried, Gertie and Eugenia 
Gumede. [Sifiso & Thobile Gumede] 
Sat    18 Jul  
Ivan & Quintin Plowman R.I.P. [Sheila]  
Sun   19 Jul 
Billy Megraj R.I.P. [Emmanuel Family] 
 
 
 

GUIDELINES FOR VISITS TO THE PARISH OFFICE:  
a)  Your temperature will be taken and registered with  
     your name and contact number. 
b)  If your temperature is above 38°C, entry may be 
     denied. 
c)  A face mask must be worn at all times, hands will be 
     sanitized, and a safe distance of 1.5m is to be kept. 
d)  Small items may be dropped into the locked letterbox 
     outside the office door (it will be cleared daily). 
 
 
 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED TWO DAYS A WEEK: 
The parish office will be closed each week on Mondays 
and Tuesdays for the next few weeks.   
 

 

 
FR MIKE’S WEEKLY HOMILY:   
When it comes to facing failures in life, the farmer in 
today's Gospel parable sounds like he had his fair share 
of disappointments. 
 

There are some biblical commentators who suggest that 
this parable of Jesus was autobiographical. That may 
well be true. Jesus certainly had to face a whole lot of 
apparent failure and sad disappointments.  
 

He was born and raised in Nazareth and his own 
hometown folks rejected Him. His own Hebrew 
countrymen rejected His message. Of his handpicked 
twelve apostles, one sold him out for thirty pieces of 
silver and the others fled when he was crucified. Peter 
wasn't too swift to take his message to heart, Thomas 
was the doubter, and the others weren't much better 
either. 
 

Perhaps we also see ourselves in this parable. All of us 
have to deal with failure, those areas where the best 
we've given to others comes up lacking, falling short of 
our hopes, our dreams, and our great expectations. 
We can also focus on the disappointing way we respond 
to God’s Word, to God’s grace and often let ourselves be 
side tracked or even smothered by what is not of God. 
 

But the point of today’s parable may well be that we need 
to remember that Jesus did not let apparent failure stop 
Him. In His parable, Jesus went on to speak about a crop 
that yielded a harvest in successful amounts, some 
yields bringing spectacular success. Today's Gospel 
parable is not a dirge - it is a celebration; it is a story of 
hope, not of despair.  
 

Any Crisis has within it both danger and opportunity. True 
there are evils that surround us, but many of those evils 
are slowly being overcome. God is at work among us 
bringing good out of evil. We must remember that in the 
hands of God the slightest good can be multiplied to feed 
thousands if we would but hand our efforts into His care 
and providence. 
 

You and I, like all good farmers who continually face 
floods and disasters of every sort, need to seriously 
engage ourselves in the enterprise of faith and hope, 
planting what we have, planting the best of what we 
have, and then letting God’s sun, wind, and gentle rains 
do the rest. God’s only-begotten Son, along with the 
gentle breath of His Holy Spirit, provide waters of grace    
to nourish and sustain what He has planted in the lives of 
those we love.  

 
The best years of our lives, and the best that we have 
given to others in them, or are giving right now, or will 
give in the future, will not be fruitless. 
 

The hopes and dreams that we've planted in others, even 
when they seem to be buried under too much dirt, will 
germinate, grow, and yield a harvest of some extent, 
even if our efforts do not now appear to be an unqualified 
success. 
 

But that is life, isn’t it? And Jesus knew it. Sure, our world 
is messy, but it always has been. And with Covid-19 our 
lives have become even more challenging and stressful.  
 

But we need to see that there is also an amazing amount 
of goodness in our world today. The greatest miracle of 
all isn't found at Lourdes, or Fatima, or Medugorie, it's 
found in those around us, in those who are, in spite of 
terrible odds, yielding up love, kindness, caring, and 
sensitivity thirty, sixty and a hundred fold. We have our 
modern day heroes among us, who are leading us as 
never before in efforts to rid our world of oppression, 
racism, and injustice; who are giving of themselves in 
service to others. 
 

And so, O Christian, keep on planting God's good seeds 
in the lives of those around you. For God Himself has 
said through His prophet Isaiah that His Word shall go 
forth from His mouth “... and it shall not return to me void, 
but shall do my will, achieving the end for which I sent it." 
(Isaiah 55:11) 
 

This Sunday’s readings tell us that faith and hope are 
what should be in our hearts, not defeat and despair.  
 

 
 



 

15TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
●   YEAR A          ●  12 JULY 2020 

DIVINE OFFICE: WEEK III 
DAILY MASS READINGS:  YEAR II 

 
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: 
Psalm 16:15 
As for me, in justice I shall behold your 
face;  I shall be filled with the vision of 
your glory.  
 
FIRST READING: 
Isaiah 55:10-11 
Thus says the Lord:  “As the rain and 
the snow come down from heaven, 
and do not return there but water the 
earth, making it bring forth and sprout, 
giving seed to the sower and bread to 
the eater, so shall my word be that 
goes forth from my mouth; it shall not 
return to me empty, but it shall 
accomplish that which I intend, and 
prosper in the thing for which I sent it.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
PSALM: 
Psalm 65:9-13 
 
R. The seed that fell into good soil 
yielded a hundredfold. 
 
You visit the earth, give it water; 
you fill it with riches. 
God’s ever-flowing river brims over 
to prepare the grain.    R 
 
And thus you provide for the earth:  
you drench its furrows; 
you level it, soften it with showers; 
you bless its growth.   R 
 

 
You crown the earth with your bounty. 
Abundance flows in your pathways; 
in pastures of the desert it flows.   R 
 
The hills are girded with joy. 
The meadows clothed with flocks. 
The valleys are decked with wheat. 
They shout for joy; yes, they sing!.  R 
 
 

 
 

 

 
SECOND READING: 
Romans 8:18-23 
Brethren:  I consider that the 
sufferings of this present time are not 
worth comparing with the glory that is 
to be revealed to us.  For the creation 
waits with eager longing for the 
revealing of the sons of God;  for the 
creation was subjected to futility, not of 
its own will but by the will of him who 
subjected it in hope;  because the 
creation itself will be set free from its 
bondage to decay and obtain the 
glorious liberty of the children of God.  
We know that the whole creation has 
been groaning with labour pains 
together until now;  and not only the 

 
creation, but we ourselves, who have 
the first fruits of the Spirit, groan 
inwardly as we wait for adoption as 
sons, the redemption of our bodies. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
ALLELUIA: 
R. Alleluia. 
The seed is the word of God, and the 
sower is Christ;  all who find him will 
abide for ever. 
R. Alleluia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL: 
Matthew 13:1-23 
That same day Jesus went out of the 
house and sat besides the sea.  And 
great crowds gathered about him, so 
that he got into a boat and sat there;  
and the whole crowd stood on the 
beach.  And he told them many things 
in parables, saying: “A sower went out 
to sow.  And as he sowed, some 
seeds fell along the path, and the birds 
came and devoured them.  Other 
seeds fell on rocky ground, where they 
had not much soil, and immediately 
they sprang up, since they had no 
depth of soil, but when the sun rose 
they were scorched; and since they 
had not root they withered away.   
Other seeds fell upon thorns, and the 
thorns grew up and choked them.  
 

 
Other seeds fell on good soil and 
brought forth grain, some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.  
He who has ears, let him hear.” 
 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON: 
Psalm 83:4-5     
The  sparrow finds a home, and the 
swallow a nest for her young, at your 
altars, O Lord of hosts, my king and 
my God. Blessed the man who seeks 
refuge in him. 

 
 


