
 



                      

St Francis Xavier Catholic Parish 
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C: 072 968 3394 
Deacon Malcolm Wright H: 031 466 4524 
Deacon Carl Emmanuel  C: 082 493 8668 

Patrick Marescia (PPC Chairperson) 
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Office Hours: CLOSED until further notice 

P O Box 16004  Bluff  4036  Durban 
Tel:   031 467 0524 
Fax:  031 467 3854 

Email:   sfx@telkomsa.net                                                    
Website:  www.stfrancisxavier.org.za

 
Guided by the Holy Spirit, we strive, as a Parish,      

 to grow into disciples of Jesus Christ, 
reaching out in Faith into a wider Community. 

 

Prayer Circle:   
Contact Jeannette Nicholson  
031 467 7658 / 083 524 5619 
 

SICK & HOSPITALISED PARISHIONERS:  

Please inform Father Mike on 072 968 3394 of any 
parishioners in danger of death and requiring 
Viaticum.   
 

REPOSITORY IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE:  
See notice on door for contact numbers for items 
urgently required. 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:   The seriously sick: 
(see list of names on outside notice board) and 
especially Dorothea Johns, Rita De Jager, Anthony 
Norris, Brian Beard, Brian Fuller, Judy Willman, Scarlett 
Wright and Patrick Marx.   
 

 

MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS:         
All Intentions booked will be included in the daily 
Masses celebrated by Fr Mike 
Please join in Spiritual Communion with the Church 
at these times, if you are able to do so. 
 

Sun   10 May 9.00am      
All Mother’s Special Intentions [Brianne Frankson] 
Rosemary Johnson R.I.P. [Ludewick Family & Munsami  
       Family] 
Mon  11 May 7.00am 
All Parishioners 
Tue   12 May 7.00am 
Rosemary Johnson R.I.P. [Julian] 
Wed  13 May 7.00am 
Donovan & Cassandra Horstman’s Wedding Anniversary  
                                                                            [Family] 
Thu   14 May 7.00am 
Alain Paulson’s Special Intentions [Frankson Family] 
Fri     15 May 7.00am 
Shay Donaldson’s 21st Birthday [Pat & Nana] 
Lionel Williams R.I.P. [Family] 
Sat    16 May 7.00am 
Helen (Tussie) Paul R.I.P. [Thompson Family] 
Brent Thompson’s Birthday [Family]   
Leslie Pierce R.I.P. [Emmanuel Family]  
Sun   17 May 9.00am      
All Affected and Infected by COVID-19 Virus 
 

VOLANTARY CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PARISH: 
Even though we live in difficult times of the COVID-19 
outbreak, life has to continue.  We say thank you to the 
parishioners who have been supportive in many ways, 
and especially financially.   May God continue to bless 
you.   For those parishioners who don’t have the parish 
banking details, and would like to make a contribution, 
the parish banking information is as follows- 
 

NAME:        Bluff Catholic Church 
BANK:           First National Bank 
BRANCH:    Durban Main 
BRANCH CODE:    25 06 55 (Generic) 
TYPE:          Current Account 
A/C NO.:        508 444 959 17 
 

If you are a current Dedicated Giving parishioner who 
usually uses the envelope system and would like to make 
an EFT deposit, please ONLY use your Unique 
Number as your Beneficiary reference.   If you usually 
contribute anonymously via the collection basket, and 
wish to remain anonymous, please use the word 
DONATION as your Beneficiary reference. 

FR MIKE’S WEEKLY HOMILY:   
I’m sure you’ve all heard the song, theme tune of the film 
Mahogany: Do you know where you’re going to? Do you 
like the things that life is showing you? Where are you 
going to? Do you know?   
 

It’s a very important question. In some ways it is the 
question of Thomas in today’s gospel reading. Lord, we 
don’t know where you are going, so how can we know 
the way? 
 

So much suffering is caused to ourselves and others 
when we don’t know where we are going and simply 
wander around aimlessly, following the crowd; 
conforming ourselves to the pattern of the world around 
us, investing our energies in what is superficial and 
passing, often in ways that are destructive of our true 
selves and of our happiness.  
 

Consider for a moment, the important steps of planning 
any journey. We need to know the destination. We need 
to know the way to reach it. We need some authoritative 
information about how to get there, like a reputable map, 
not just drawn up by anyone who has never been there, 
but by cartographers who have studied and measured 
the distance, who have mapped out the direction with 
precision and the means to accomplish the journey and 
get us to the destination.  
 

When we do not know where we are going, when we do 
not know the way, when we are ignorant of the truth, 
when we confuse our transitory life with real life, we 
cannot find happiness. We get lost if we do not know the 
way, the truth and the life. 
 

Jesus has walked this journey of life before us. He knows 
the way. In fact, he tells us in the gospel today that he is 
the way, and he invites and urges us to follow him. 
 

These days, we are constantly bombarded by fake news, 
arbitrary and self-proclaimed experts and conspiracy 
theorists. We need to know the truth.  
Truth is important. It is not arbitrary. It’s not just my truth 
or your truth. There is objective truth, biblical truth, 
authoritative teaching. Jesus said to Pilate: “… the 
reason I was born and came into the world is to testify to 
the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to my 
voice." (John 18:37)  
 
And in today’s gospel passage Jesus says quite plainly: 
“I am the truth”. It is so important for us to listen to him; to 
get to know him deeply; to let him live in us. He is the 
truth that makes us free (John 8:32).  

In today’s gospel Jesus also talks about home, he talks 
about the Father’s house that has many rooms. He says 
he goes to prepare a place for us and when he has 
prepared the place, he will come to take us with him so 
that we may be where he is; so that we may be at home. 
This is the destination of the journey of life; to be at home 
with God. 
 

I’m sure that during this lockdown period, we are 
becoming more aware of the value and importance of 
being at home, of sharing life together in family, in what 
we call the domestic church. 
 

And clearly at the center of each home is a mother’s 
heart. Our connection with our mothers is of a special 
kind. It is in the womb of our mother that we are knitted 
together; from birth we are deeply connected and 
affected by everything she does; we are nourished at her 
breasts and learn so much, both consciously and 
unconsciously, from her every word and deed. And so 
despite the mishaps that occur in every relationship, 
there is so much to be grateful for when we think of our 
mothers.   
 

Today being Mothers’ Day let us pray in a very special 
way for our mothers and give thanks to God for them and 
also for Mary, the Mother of Jesus whom he gave to us 
as Mother, with his life blood from the cross. 
 

But we know that Jesus is not only the way, and the truth 
but also, as we heard in our gospel passage today – 
Jesus is LIFE.  I have come that you may have life and 
have it abundantly. To all who did receive him, he gave 
power to become children of God – to share the very life 
of God.  
 

 



 
5TH SUNDAY OF EASTER     ●   YEAR A 
DIVINE OFFICE: WEEK V     ●   10 MAY 2020 
 
 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: 
Psalm 98:1-2 
1 O sing a new song to the Lord, for he has 
worked wonders;   2 in the sight of the 
nations he has shown his deliverance, 
alleluia.  
 
 

FIRST READING: 
Acts 6:1-7 
1  In these days when the disciples were 
increasing in number, the Hellenists 
murmured  against the Hebrews because 
their widows were neglected in the daily 
distribution. 2 And the Twelve summoned 
the body of the disciples and said, “It is not 
right that we should be preaching the word 
of God to serve tables. 3 Therefore, 
brethren, pick out from among  you seven 
men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of 
wisdom, whom we may appoint to this 
duty.   4 But we will devote ourselves to 
prayer and the ministry of the word.” 
 
5 And what they said pleased the whole 
multitude, and they chose Stephen, a man 
full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and also 
Philip, and Procorus,  and Nicanor, and 
Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas, a 
proselyte of Antioch. 6 These they set 
before the apostles, and they prayed and 
laid their hands upon them. 
 
7 And the word of God increased: and the 
number of disciples  multiplied greatly in 
Jerusalem, and a great number of the 
priests were obedient to the faith. 

 
PSALM: 
Psalm 33 
R. May your merciful love be upon us, 
     as we hope in you, O Lord. 
 
Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just; 
for praise is fitting for the upright. 
Give thanks to the Lord upon the harp; 
with a ten-stringed lute sing him songs.  R 
 
For the word of the Lord is faithful, 
and all his works to be trusted. 
The Lord loves justice and right, 
and his merciful love fills the earth.  R 
 
Yes, the Lord’s eyes are on those who fear 
him, 
who hope in his merciful love, 
to rescue their souls from death, 
to keep them alive in famine.  R 
 
 
SECOND READING: 
1 Peter 2:4-9 
4  Beloved: Come to the Lord, to that living 
stone, rejected by men but in God’s sight 
chosen and precious;  5 and like living 
stones be yourselves built up into a spiritual 
house,  to be a holy priesthood, to offer 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in 
Scripture; “Behold, I am laying in Zion a 
stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, 
and he who believes in him will not be put 
to shame.”   7 To you therefore who believe, 
he is precious, but for those who do not 
believe, “The very stone which the builders 
rejected has become the cornerstone,” and  
8 “A stone that will make men stumble, a 
rock that will make them fall”;  for they  
 

 
stumble because they disobey the word, as 
they were destined to do.   9 But you are a 
chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, God’s own people, that you may 
declare the wonderful deeds of him who 
called you out of darkness into his 
marvellous light. 
 
 
ALLELUIA: 
John 14:6 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
14 I am the way, and the truth, and the life, 
says the Lord; no one comes to the Father, 
but by me. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 
GOSPEL: 
John 14:1-12 
1 In those days: Jesus said to his disciples, 
“Let not your hearts be troubled; believe in 
God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s 
house are many rooms; if it were not so, 
would I have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you?  3 And when I go and prepare 
a place for you, I will come again and will 
take you to myself, that where I am you 
may be also. 4 And you know the way where 
I am going.” 
 
5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know 
where you are going, how can we know the 
way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, 
and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father but by me. 7 If you have known 
me, you would have known my Father also; 
henceforth you know him and have seen 
him.” 
 
 

 
8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the 
Father, and we shall be satisfied.”  9 Jesus 
said to him, “Have I been with you so long, 
and yet you do not know me, Philip?  He 
who has seen me has seen the Father; how 
can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you 
not believe that I am in the Father, and the 
Father is in me?  The words that I say to you 
I do not speak on my own authority, but the 
Father who dwells in me does his works. 
 
11 Believe me that I am in the Father, and 
the Father is in me; or else believe me for 
the sake of the works themselves. 12 Truly, 
truly, I say to you, he who believes in me 
will also do the works that I do, and greater 
works than these will he do, because I am 
going to the Father. 
 
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON: 
John 10:11 
I am the true vine and you are the 
branches, says the Lord,   Who ever remains 
in me, and I in him, bears fruit in plenty, 
alleluia. 
 

 


